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SAMSON AGONISTES; 



DRAMATIC FO£M« 

Aristot. Poet. Cap. 6. 

TjA^W/ee /uijutio-iT rr^tS'iddLTi ». t. a* 

Titgndis est imitatio actionis serie, &c. per mitericordiam 
et metum perficiem talium affectaum ImtntioDeoQ, 



Vol, BJt ' ^ 



P THAT SORT OF DRAMATIC POEM WHICH 1^ 
CALLED TRAGEDY. 

BAOEDT, as it was aDcientlj composed, hath 
ten evtr held the gravest, moralest, and most 
rofitable of all other poems; therefore said by 
ristotle to be of power, by raising pity and fear^ 
r, terror, to purge the mind of those and such 
ke passions, that is, to temper and reduce them 
• just measure with a kind of delight, stirred up 
Y leading or seeing those passions well imitated. 
For is nature wanting in her own effects to make 
x>d his assertion : for so in physi<?, things of 
elanchoUc hue and quality are used against 
elancholy, sour against sour, salt to remove salt 
imouTs. Hence philosophers and other graveit 
riters, as Cicero, Plutarch and others,frequently 
ite out of tragic poets,both to a dornand illustrate 
teir discourse. The apostle Paul himself thought 
not unworthy to insert a verse of Euripides into 
le text of Holy Scripture, 1 Cor. xv. 33 ; and 
arseus commenting on the Revelation, divides 
le whole book as a tragedy, into acts distiu- 
iiislied each by a GhojnjLfr oi )n^^^\!^'^ \iss^^- 



t2B OF DRAMATIC TRAGEDY. 

iDgs, and soQg between. Heretofore men in high- 
est dignity have laboured not a little to be thought 
able to compose a tragedy. Of that honour Di* 
onjsius the elder was no less ambitious, than be- 
fore of his attaining to the tyranny. Augustus 
€«sar also had begun his Ajax ; but unable to 
please his own judgment with what he had be- 
gun, left it unfinished. Seneca the philosopher 
is by some thought the author of those tragedies 
(at least the best of them) that go under that 
name. Gregory Kazlanzeu, a father of the 
church, thought it not unbeseeming the sanctity 
of his person to write a tragedy, which is iutitlcd, 
Christ suffering : This is mentioned to vindicate 
tragedy from the small esteem, or rather infamy, 
which tn the account of many it undergoes at 
this day with other common interludes, happening 
through the poet's error of intermixing commie 
stulT with tragic sadness and gravity, or introdu- 
cing trivial and vuljcar persons, which by all ju- 
dicious hath been counted absurd, and brought in 
without discretion, corruptly to gratify the peo- 
ple. And though ancient tragedy use no pro- 
logue, yet using sometimes, in case of self-de- 
fence, or explanation, that which Martial calls an 
epistle ^ in behalf of this tragedy coming forth af- 



OF DRAMATIC TRAGEDY, 
ter the aocieot DiaDoer, much difTereot fi'om wLat 
aiRong us passes fov best : thus tnuch before liani) 
I may be epistled, tliat Clionis is here iiitroiiuced 
ifler the Greek manaer, not ancient on\y but dio- 
dern, and still in use among the Italiaus. In the 
nodelling therefore of tliis poem, with good rca- 
SNI, the ancients and Italians are rather fallowed 
as of much more aiiiliorhy and fame. Tlie niea' 
cure of veree used ia the chorus is of all sorts 
called bf the Greeks Mouosiropliic, or rathei' 
ApoleljiDcnoD, nithout regard ti^id to stftphe, 
■ntistrophe or epodc, which were a kinfl of stan- 
zas framefl ouly for tile music, then used with the 
chorus tliat sun^ ; not essential to the pocin, and 
Ihert'fore not material ; or, being divided iuto stan- 
zas or pauses, they may be called atla[;oetiopha. 
Division into act and scene referring tJiif (ly to 
(he stage (to which this work never was intenilrd) 
h here omitted. 

It Euthces if the wliole ilrama be found not pro- 
<tucefJ beyond the fiflh act. Of thcelyle and uni- 
formity, and that commonly called plot, whether 
intricate or explicit, which is uolliing indeed Ijut 
such economy, or dispositioa of the fable ns may 
stand best with verjimilitude and decorum, they 
agHy vriij best ju^Jge who arc mt iiTO<;'\wiTO\.c( 



430 OF DRAHATIC TRAGEDY. 

urith ^scbylas, Sophocles, and Euripides 
three tragic poets uoeqaalled jei by any, ac 
best rule to all who endeavour to write tra< 
The circumscriptioQ of time wherein the \ 
drama begins and ends, is according to ac 
rule and best example, within the spat 
twenty-four hours. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

WN made capttvcy bUnd^ and now in the prison at 
f "there to labour a$ in a common work-house^ on afes» 
iay in the general cessationfrom labour y comes forth 
he open airy to a place nigh, somewhat retired, there 
awhile and bemoan his condition. Where he happens 
gth to be visited by certain friends and equals of his 
which make the chorus,who seek to comfort him what 
'an ; then by his old father Manoa, who endeavours 
te, and withal tells him his purpose to procure his 
y by ransom ; and lastly, that this feast was procUdm- 
the Philistines as a day of thanksgiving for their 
trance Jrom the hands of Sampson, which yet nwre 
les him. Manoa then departs to prosecute his endea- 
with the Philistine lords for Sampson's redemption ; 
n the mean while is visited by other persons ; and 
f by a public officer to require his coming to the feast 
e the lords and people, to play or show his strength 
nr presence ; he at first reuses, dismissing the public 
r with absolute denial to come ; at length persuaded 
rdly that this was from God, he yields to go along 
him, who came now the second time with great threat' 
fs to fetch him ; the chorus yet remaining on the place, 
oa returns fill of joyful hope, to procure ere long his 
deliverance ; in the midst of which discourse an He- 
comes in haste, confusedly at first, and afterwards 
distinctly relating the catastrophe, what Sampson 
ione to the Philistines, and by accicknt to himself; 
cwith the tragedy ends^ 



THE PERSONSi 

Manoau, the Father of Sanuiur. 

Uai.iiji, hii Wife. 

Habapha, ofOslh. 

Poblic Officer. 

MeBfnger. 

Chorui of Danites. 
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SAMSON AGONISTE.S 

S.\Msox, [Attenuani icatHnsr ^/w.] 

A LITTLE onward lend thy guiding hand 
Tt these dark iteps, a little farther on ; 
For jonder bank hath choice uf sun or shade : 
There I am wont to sit, wlien any chance 
RelieTei me from my task of servile toil, 
Daily* in the common prison el^e enjoiird me, 
WJwre I, a prisoner chainM, scarce frcrly dniw 
The air imprisonM also, close and dani|>, 
Ihiwboletome draught : hut here I feel iiniends, 
The breath of heaven fresh hlnwing, pure and sweet, 1 

With day-«pring born ; here leave me to rrspiii.*. 
Tuhi day a solemn feast the people hold 
To Dagon their sea-idol, and furbid 
Laborious works, unwillingly this reiit 
Their superstition yi«*i(Li me ; hi^nce u'ith leave 1'> 

Retiring from the popMar noise, I seek 
Tbi» unfrequented place to find some ease, 
Ease to the body some, none to the mind 
From restless thoughts, that, like a deadly swarm 
Of hornets armM, no sooner found alone, t:<,> 

But rush upon me throngisig, and prr'M*ut 
liines post, wliat once I was, and n hat am now. 
O wherefore was my birth from !l<'av*u foretold 
Twice by an aogel, who at last in sicht 
Of both my pareutu all in flames ascended 
From off the altar, where on ofl'*ring huru*d, 
iU in a fieiy column chari«iting 
jBir Gtfd-Ijke prestace, aud from Mine greul v.n 
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elfroi 



liiyu« 



Ain: fur ibii grenl delii'erer in 

Ejrleu in Gaza at Iht mill >vilh ilam, 

IliiiupJf in boudi under I'tailistiauj'oke: 

Yet ..taj', lei loe not nuhL; call in doubt 

Diriue prediction ) whul if all roHluJd 

Had bceii futlitl'd but Ibraugh mine own dtAull, 

Whom hnve I (o camplsinoTbul laymU, 

Who tliii hig-h giCt of ilrcujflh camuicted to me, 

la nlut part lod^'d, how emit; hereft me, 

Under the leai of lilpiice could not keep, 



OVrc^jr 



withi 



iportuuilf Bl 



is mreiiglh w Ithout a doulile share 
Ofwiadnm? vast, unwipldj, ijurthensomc, 
Prou'llf secure, yet liable to fail 
^j v.< ^keit gnbtletles, not marlr lo rule, 
-'^ut ui '^'ibserre where itisdam bean cnmniand ! 
^ ~^%'d, wlxii he s:aie me slren^h, la tliew withtl 
P -fcii- Blifflu Ui« gilt wai, buoy it iu m)' hair. 
^' ^irace, 1 miiit not quarrel with the will 
* ^lif^l iliijieltaliua, which lieiein 
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I ends abov(> my reach to know : 
at to me ^rengih is my 1>ane 

^8 the source of all my miseries; 

and so faogfe, that each apart 65 

i a life to wail, but chief of an, 

light, of thee 1 most complain 1 

mg enemies. O worse thav chainS| 

or beggary, or decrepit age ! 

prime work of God to me is extinct, 70 

(r various objects of deKght 

which might in part my grief have eas^d, 

• the vilest now become 

worm ; the vilest here excel me, 

p, yet see, I dark in light exposM 75 

raud, contempt, abuse and wrong, 

ors or without, still as a fool, 

»f others, never in my own ; 

If I seem to live, dead more than half, 

irk, dark, amid the blaze of noon, 80 

biy dark, total eclipse 

II hope of day ' 

ated beam, and thou great word, 
be light, and light was over all ; 

thus bereavM thy prime decree ? 86 

> me is dark 
t as the moon 

deserts the niglit 

' vacant interlunar cave ; 

t so necessary is to life, fO 

St life itself, if it be true 

is in the soul, 

ev'*ry part ; why was the sight 
tender ball as th' eye ooiifiii*4». 



4aa SAKSON AOONISrES. 

So obiious ftnti to «iu7tabi<quench'il, 

And noC, us feeliUK, Ihmg'hall porti diffnt'd, 

That she mighl look at wiil thmugh o'ly port ! 

Tben bud I not bepn Ifaoi exil'dfroa ligbt{ 

A> in the lud of darknen jet id \ighti 

To lire a life half dead, a liiiu^ dealh 

Aodbiirj'd: but Ofet mure muerabk! 

Myielr mj lepulchre, a maria|; gnTC, 

Bui7'd yet not eicmpl 

By ptirile^ of dealh and bnrral 

Fram wor^^Dtber erila, paini and wrongs, 

BNlaadeherebjobnoxiniumore ' 

ToaUlhemwriexrflife, 

Life in captirily 

Amang- inhaman foea, 

But wba are (hrir ? for with joint pice 1 beoi 

Tbe tread of manj feet steering Ihia way; 

Perhspi my enemies nho cove to alare 

At my afflielioa, and peilia{i« t' iunlt, 

Their doily practice to afflict Dte mart. ' 

[Eoter] Chorus. 

: ChoT. Ttiis.thiiiibe; lofiljawhile, 
L«t lU not break in upon him ; 

O oliaqge beyond report, Ihooj hi or belief • 
See bnw he liei at random, carelesily diSua'd, 
^ith lan^uiibM hpad unpropt^ 

■■^\s one paal hope, abandou'd 

-w^i/d by himself gif'n over! 

^" <4.1n[ii«h habit, ill.dtled wee da 

^fe?rwornandioii-d- 

'' ■'um/ej-Mmitrepreacnt; cantlui^W, 
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)ic, thot renowned, 125 

le Samson ; whom nnanned 

'th of man, or fiercest wild beast could witiutand ? 

■ the lion, as the ]ion tears the kid ; 

nhatticd armies clad in iron, 

ponlcss hinijielf, 130 

ns ridiculous, useless (he forg-ery 

I shield and spear, the hammerM cuirass, 

n tempered steel, and frock of mail 

•an proof ? 

. he who stood ulocf, 18& 

iippnrtably his foot adranc^d, 

•f their proud arms and warlike tool?, 

irm to death by troops. The bold Ascalonitc 

his lion ramp ; old warriors turnM 

:ed backs un<lcr his heel ; 140 

in(>f, soird their crested helmets in the dust. 

1 what trivial weapon came to hand, 

r a dead ass, his sword of bone, 

d foreskins ft!!, the fiow'r of l*alcsline, 

i-lechi, famous to this day. I4»i 

lain force pull'd up, and on his shouldci's 

fates of (jaza, post, and massy bar, 

hill by Hebron, scat of giants old, 

Y o( a sabbath-day, and loaded so ; 

n the Gentiles feig'n to bear :ip lleav'n. 150 

i!l I firbt bewail, 

iCfc, or loit sij;ht, 

bin prison 

lydoik? 

.econie (O worst imprisonment!) 156 

eon ol thyself; thy soul, 

''11 cn}(.yiug si^hi r.t withont q?cw». ^^omioX^t^ 
.S8 
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Impriua'd boir iarLf ed^ 

In real darkuu of liu-. bod; dirells, 

Shnt up fnHn onlirard tijfht 

I* iaeoipontF with g-loam; aigbl ; 

For inward li^t, alas 1 

Futa fonb DO liiual twain. 

O mirror of our BoUeslnle, 

Since man on earth unpamllel'd '. 

Tbe rarer Ihy example atandfi. 



By huw much from the lop of wond'roi 


is glory, 




Stron^eil of moiisi men. 






To lowest pitcb of abject fdrtnne thou art faira. 




For biin I reckon not in high estate 




T 


Whom long deiicent of birth. 






Or the .phere of fortiine, raisea ; 






But ihee whose 8ti*nglh, while »irtae was her mate, 




Might have lubduM (he earth, 




-- 




n. 


i: 


Sa-ai. 1 hear the lound of wordi i their sen» the aii 




ffinolFei unjointed ere it reach inr ear 






Char. He ipeaka, lei us draw nigh. 


HatcUe^in m 


iffla 


The fflorj late of laruel, non the grief 






We ijjDip, thj friend* and iteighhouH not unknown i 


II 


From Eshtsol and Zora'sffuitfNl vale, 






To Tisit or bewail Ihee ; or, if belter. 












Salte to tbj lores ; apt wonls have r-on 


f'r lo awage 




The liimours of a troubled mind. 




V 


Anil ;ireaa bain lo fi.jtetM wounds 






Sams. Your couiins, frietida, rei ivrt 


, me, fori learn 




Now i>f nif own experieiicr, not by lulk. 




Jlonr counterfeit a coin thi'y ure who fr 


iendi 





a their superscription li>£ IW m 
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be understood) in prosperous days 

earm, but in adverse withdraw their head, 

re found, tlioug-h sought. Ye see, O friends^ 

my evils have inclosM me round : 

t which was the worst now least afflicts me, 1^ 

ss ; for had I sight, confnsM with shame, 

uld I once look up, or heave the head, 

ice a foolish pilot, have shipwreckM 

lel trusted to me from above, 

sly riggM ; and for a word, a tear, 2QP 

ave divuIgM the secret gift of God 

eeitful woman ? tell me, friends, 

ot sung and provcrbM for a fool 

stre«t ? do-tlM»y not say, how well 
le npon him his deserts ? yet why ? ^ 90^ 

arable strength they might behold 
)f wisdom nothing more than mean ; 
th the other should, at least, have pairVI^ 
wo, proportJDn'd ill, drove me transverse.. 

Tax not divine disposal ; wisest men' 310^ 

T'd, and by had women been deceivM^ 
ill again, pretond they ne'er so wise, 
not then so overmuch thyself, 
ist of sorrow thy full load besides ; 
ith to say, I oft have heard men wonder 5915 

on shouldst wod Philistian woman rather 
Fthy own fribc fairer, or as fair, 
t of thy own nation^ and as noble. 
. The first I saw at Timna, and she pleasM 
t my parents, that I sought to wed, 2^ 

oghter of an iufidel : they knew not 
hat I motioned was of God : I knew 
itimate impuhi, and thei'efore urg^d 
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■lagt on ; th: 
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1 ini^'hC iH'ii'iii Israer^ dpIiTrrancP, 
Tbe wnrk (0 which I ivua divinrlf rall'd. 
Hbe pAvin;; false, thr urxt I took (a'wih 
(O tbul I nercr bud ! fond with toa Ivte,) 
WHi ID the vate afSorec, Dnlila, 
That.ippcioin moniWr, inj accoirpliah'il ini 
I tbcHi^bt il lawfnl frani my former act. 
And the samii Pod ; ulitl wutcbing' la oppm 



]>n 



i oppres 



>v [ suffer 



Shp was 


nollhej^rime 


cBUto, but 


1 mjB^lf, 


m«,™. 


iqilirfi'd wi'h 


S peal of w. 


ords(Owe«liofB': 


Gar>- <rp 


myfortufsil. 


Bnce M a ni 


umsD. 


CW. 1 


Id Kikinsr Jii« occBsioi. 


to provoke 


Thel'hilirtiuf.tbjcou 


nicy, eneni 




fllion never wutrema 


a, I bearth 


ee witne« : 


Yet Ura? 


Ulia serves with nil liii: 


ions. 


Su™. ■ 


rhjlfuxltlla 


ke not on me, but truHfer 


Ob Israel 


i goverDors, 


and heads t 


If tribe,, 


Whn,...e 


iDs Ibosc gre 


It uets nbi< 


^h C.«d bad done 


Singly b, 


me Bgain^it 1 


:beir conqu. 


>i..ri, 




edg'd not, or 


Dut.it all c. 




Delii'rai 


icL- ofi-erM -. I 


oil tb' other side 


I'aM lib a 


UlbillOlltOOII 


nimanil my 


deeds; 




thiiDi-h m" 


tp, spoke load the d 



But they penirted deaf, nnd would not 
To u.>iial them thing's worth iiuliee. till 
Thvir liirdj t)ie Pl^iilstlni's nilh (either' 
Eater'd Judea. seeking: me, nhu Ibei 
Safe to the msh of Ctbani wu< rclir'd ; 



Tos 



'Ijiii^, but fora-CiiUiiig iu ^liiit place 
■ I ip.li Iheiii, what adiran'a^'d litsi : 
iirbile the aita of Juda^la YitetciA, 
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\ss of their land, beset roe round ; 

ly on some coiiditidrts cam6 

' handsy and thej a» gladly yield me 

!Circumcis*d a welcome prey, 201) 

th two eords, but eords to roe were threads 

rith the flame : on their whole host I flew _ >' 

and with a trivial weaprm feird 

icest youth ; they only liy'd who fled. 

h that day Joined, or one whole tribe, ^0^ 

by this possessM the towers of Gath, 

rd over them whom they now serre : 

more oft, in natrons grown corrupt, 

tei^r vices brought to servitude, 

ive bondage more thao liberty, 290 

mih ease than strenoom liberty, 

spise, or envy, or suspect 

d hath of his special favour raisM 

eliv'^rer; if he aught beginy ' 

ent to desert him, and at last STb 

igratitucte on worthiest deeds ? 

"by words to my remembrance bring 

sth and the fort of Penoel 

it deliverer contemnM, 

tless Gideon in pnrsn^ 280 

c and her vanquishM kings : 

ug^teful Ephraim 

ivith Jephtiia, who by argument ^ 

than by his shieM and q>ear, 

[srael from the Ammonite, ;2t& 

» prowess quellM their pride 

e battle, when so many dyM - 1 

prieve, adjudged to death, 

»f well pronouncing Shibbolt^ 
38 ♦ 



Saiiu. OfnehninplHBildiDctodicTsni 
Mc tati\j indrpit nine nuj nr^led, 
Bid Sod'a pmpoc'd delivcrucp nut h. 

Char. JoM IK Ibf nji of Omi, 
And jnRiRtMr tn men; 
ITnlraa Ib-m b« whn think not God at all : 
ir tuij be liu-y walk ali«qn ; 
For of meh doctriBe ncrer wu tlutte ■ubool, 
Ihtt Ih' Iwsrt oF the fool. 
Anil no mnn Ibmin doclor hut himKlf. 
y Vvtmonthrn be-who doobl hii mj* Dot jiul, 
At tn bii own edicn foand cantradirtiDg, 
Thru etitp tbr rriutDiniid'rinjf tbought, 
HrfTBrilleH af bla (rloiy'i diraiunlinn ; 
Till, hj thrir awn perplrxiliei inialv'd, 
Thry mvfl morr, atilt leu rewlv'd, 
But nPTrr find wlf-utiirjinrr lolution. 

Ai if tbey wimld eooGReth' intenninslile. 
And tip him tu bi* own pi«*oripl, 
Whn mitdrenrlMntobiad >b, notbinB^ 
AmI hutli rtill right I' nrnpt 
Wbnm ••> it (iImim hiio ty choice 
FroM natiiiml obMrictiun, without taiitf 
Ofa>n,nrli'|[tldi'U; 
For with hi> im-n Itwt hr ran hnl diipeue. 

Ik wouM not ekt, who never vuiied mniw. 
Mot in mpn't uf th' raeaij jott cuue, 
Ta trt bii I'rtiple fwe, 
Dave |ti.Hn,'i''d lhi> tvtmt Nnnrite, 
Ke»li<f li"i- "■ ■■'■■l-c<rtl iiii Ij. 
To»T«' M.i ^ ... llul lailaciDiu bride, 
IVl-an, ■■n.-->n-tr. 
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Tboogrh reason here aver, 

That mortal irerdict (;M:t5 her of tindean : 

Uocfaaste was subsequent, her stiin not h\f, 325 

But see here conies thy rev*rcnd sire 
Witfi careful step, locks white as down, 
Old Hanoa : advise 
Forthwith how thou ongfhfstto receive hin. 

Sams. Ay nie, another inward griff, awakM 330 

With mention of that name renews th* assault, v^ 

r - 

[Enter] Mawoah. 

Man. Bretliren and men of Dan. for sbeh ye seem, 
Thougrb in this uncouth place ; if old respect, 
As I suppose, towards your once i^loryM friend, 
XjTion, now captive, hither hath informed 330 

Yoaryounj^er feet, while mine cast back with age 
Came lagfj^-iogp after; say if he be here. 

C/tor. As singfle now in low dejected state. 
As erst in highest, ItehoM him where he lies. 

Man. O miserable change ! is this the man, 310 

That invincible Samson, far renownM, 
The dread of IsraeFs foes, who with a strength 
Equivalent to ang^els walkM their streets, 
None offering fight; who single combatant 
DvellM their amies rankM in proud array, 345 

Ifimself nn army, now unequal match 
Tt> save himself against a coward anuM 
At one spear's length. O ever-fXfling trust 
In mortal strength ! and oh ! what riot iu mati 
Becrivable and vain? nay, what thing good 350 

fray' J for, but often proves our woe, our hanfe^ 
Ipraj'd for chUdreOf and thought barrenAtss 
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la wpdUck a wpr—ch ; I gain'i «. mm, 
A>d (ueb ■ aoa ■■ all bwb baird me bappy ; 
Who wanM be ocyw ■ bther ii mj Mud? 
whcrafuK did God grant nt >]r reqacft, 
Aad u a blcMiDg with rack poop ailcini'd ? 
Why an bnriftidciinblF, lotrnpt 
Oor earneil pnr'nt tlxn, gir'a with nleBio band 
A* rnon, dnw a Hnupina'i tail behind? 
Far tbi) did (he ao^el twice ducead > for Ihia 
Ordaia'd (hf Durtuie Iiolj, u of a plant 
Seleet, and laereci, glnriaoi for a while, 
Tlie iniraele i>( men ; then in an hooi 
IBituiared, avaulteil, oTenoaie, M boo ad, 
Tlif fnet deriwD, caplire, poor, and bliad, 
lalo a dnagvoB tbnut, to work with ilaTCS? 
Alu! raethiak) whoB Gttd halh ehoien once 
To warthieM deadt, if he thiough frailty err, 
Ha (heald not ki o'erwhelm, aad •■ a Ihnll 
Sul^Mt him to H foul iadif oiliea, 
Be it but for haMur^ nke afforaer dcadi. 

Sums, AppainlnolbMTcaljdi^i'iiition, &tbrr; 
Nmhins of all theac rrih halh hrfairo Be 
IhitjaMlj'i I n^jaelf hare braofht theiD OB, 
N«It aulhnc I, Mile mum : if ooyhl mcbi rile, 
Aiiilr halh breaatrfuUr, who hare prafas'd 
Th« mjtircT at Uod jrir'a ne aadrr pledc* 
(Wniw, utd Inn hrtraj'd it t* a wooaa, 
A C^aaaait*, a; faiihlrai «mbj . 
■nixwlll kaew, aarirM«all*aiprii'd 
r aft eipeiMBCt ; didaMibe 
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i;a llrst betmy me, and rf vcal 

zrvX wre:tt'(l from mc in her heig^ht 

tial I'.tve prufcst, carrying' it strait 385 

n V. ho hud corrupted her, my spiifi,, 

• als? in this uther was there found 

liitb, who also in her prime of lore, 

] euiiw-aces, vitiated with gfold, 

li (»tierM only, 1)y the scent conccivM 390 

irious Hrst-born, treason agtiinst mc ? 

: lie assriy'ti with flattering" pray*rs and sighs, 

aoroiis reproaches to irin from me, 

)ital jrcret, in what part my str<'n;fth 

r^d, in tvli^tpart summM, that she mig^ht know 3 210b 

1 deluded her, and tuniMtu sport 

portiiiiity, each time perceiring- 

[)enly, and w 'th what impudence 

rposM to betray me, (and which was worse 

indissemblcd hutc) M'ith what coRtcmpt 400, 

up-ht to malic me traitor tn myself; 

■> lonrth time, when, musf rncr all her wiles, 

landishM parleys, feminine assault), 

u-bnlteries, she snrceusM not, day or night, 

in me ovcrwatchM, and wearyM out, 406 

>s i^hrn men seek most repose and rest, 

(fd, and uulockM her alt my heart, 

vit!i a prain of nmnhood well resolvM, 

eusiiy have shook ofl'ull her snares : 

il / iiViiiini'cy hr!d me yok'd 410" 

nd-!i!ave j O indignity, Oh!ot 

our and roller i i»n 1 servile mind 

U'd well with servile pi:uit»hmeut ! 

m: d( gi ce to which I now am fuiru^ 

■itgVj this ff rinding is Bot yet so basft AX^ 
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A> WHS m)- farnnTiprvttiMr, lifw^p, 

Vn«.a,.!}-,iBn™ii.io.,^i,,f,..™«,, 

Tnie tlairrj, and thu blinJneM wonr than Ihii, 

Thilm* nol how ilp;,*fii'nitp|j 1 icrv'J. 

Man. 1 cannnt pmiat iby luarrtBj^'Choicpi, idti| 
RiitluT appmv'J ibrm not j bnl (ban didal plrad 
Dii^i'ie iidpuJwOD proinptinf; huw tboiiDi^bl'A 
Find snniE uecuion lo infrat our fan. 
] Btnt<! not that ; th» 1 Kira, oar f.xw 
Foiind Mon occiuion Ibrr^V tu make tb*e 
TbeitmptivF, and (heir triumpb i than the laauet 
Temrtation fmmd'it, or ot*r-potdit chsnin. 
To liol&le thF ncred tnisl oTBileDce 
Drpoaitefl vilhia ther ; irhich tu bnre kept 
Tocil, nu in th; powV : tine -, und thoa bcu*[t 
F.Dongh, nnd mnn , the burden oT (bat tanlt i 
Bitterly hint thou paid,BDd<tj1L Dr( pajine'f 
Thatrlgidicorp. A wOree tbin^jet remuu ; 
Tbiidsf the I'hiliilraei a pop'lar feiut 
litre celebrate in Cioa ; and prudUioi 

To Dn^ron, HM Iheir God whu hath delirn'd 
Thw, Sanuon, bound and blind into (heir bandx, 
Them imt of thine, whu slew'(( then many ailain. 
So Uag-Dn ibalt be mojfniry'd, and God, 
BraideiwhoD i(UaGod,GompBr'd with idnli, 
^'il, blntpheni'd, and bad in team 
tamidittbeirwine; 
lopuiltrnieiniBfthec, 
f KuEerini^ tbink Ibe bearieat, 
H with ihonie thai ever 
Wlex tbee and thy father's house, 
skoowledge end cuufen 
Hir, 1 thii pomp b&ve ^irmfV^ 
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'So Dagon, and advancM hit praises l.i^h 
Among- thi- Lrathcii round ; to GimI have broii«^liL 40t» 

Bibhonour, ohioqny, and opM the mouths 
Of idolibts, and atheisfs ; havp broug-ht scundul 
To Ismel, diffidence of God, and doubt 
In feeble hearts, propense enoug-h before 
To wllTer, or fall off and join with idols ; 456 

i Which is my chief affliction, shame and sorrow, 
The anguish of my soul, that suffers not 
Mine eye to harbour sleep, or thoug-hts to rest. 
This only hope relieves me, that the strife 
With me hath end ; all the coiiti^st is now 4t>()- 

TwixtGod and Dag-on ; Dag-nn hath presumM 
Me overthrown, to enter lists with God, 
His deity comparing' and prefyrring' 
Before the God of Abraham. i!c, be sure, 
Will not connive, or ling-er, thus provokM, ini'> 

But will arise, and his g-rcat name assert: 
Dag-oD mast stoop, and shall cre long* roccive 
Such a discomfit, as shall quite despoil him 
Of all these boasted trophies won on me, 
And with confusion blank his worshippers. 470 

JMan. With cause this hope relieves thee, and thcbc wyjitU 
1 as a prophecy receive ; for GofI, 
Nothing* more certain^ will not long- defer 
To vindicate the friory of his name 

Agniubt all competition, nor will long- 4T'> 

Endure it, doubtful whether God be l^rd, 
Or Dug-oii. But for thee what shal! be done ? 
Thoa must not in the meanwhile here furgiit^ 
Lie in this miserable loathsome plig-ht 
Krjflfcted. I already have made way ^S^ 

To Atjoe Fb/Hgthn locilsy vfitYi w horn t > treat. 



I 
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About thy mnsom : well they may hy this - 

Haw satisfy M their ntmost of revengfe 

By pains and slavVips, worse thna death, inflicted 

On thcp, who now no more canst do them himi^ 

y^Satnps. Spare that proposal, father^ spare the troul 

Of that solicit:ilion ; let rae here, 

As r deserve, pay on my puuinhment j 

And expiate, if possible, my crime, 

Shameful gfarrjility. To have rcreard 

Secrets of men, die secrets of a friend. 

How heinoos had the fact been, how deserving^ 

Contempt, and scorn of all, to be exdiided 

All friendship and avoided M a blab, 

The mark of fool set on his front ? but I 

God^s council hare not kept, his holjr secret 

Presiimptnoiisly have published, impiously, 

Weakly at least, undshamefnlly ; u sin 

That GentiUs in IhtMrparahles condemn 

To thoir abyss an'l horrid pains c3nfiuM. 

Man. Be penitent, and for thy fan it contrite ; 
Bnt act not in thy own affliction, son : 
Repi'nt the kIu ; but if the punibhmcBt 
Thou caniit avoid, self-preservation bids ; 
Or Ih' execution Irare to hij^fh disposal, 
And let another hand, n: t thine, exact 
Thy penal forfeit from thyself : perhaps 
(jod will relent, and qnit thee all his debt ; 
\Vh > ever more approves, and mnrc acoe[>t.^ 
(Br^t pIcasM with htimhic and filial s'.ihmihsiou) 
Him, who, iinplorin<^ mercy sues, for life, 
Than who, sr If-ritforous chiwes death as due ; 
Whi'*h arsfues over-just, an:' self-dis{»lea.^M 
rorsclf-oilence, niore than for Go«1 ii«i'rade4. 
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>t then what offered means, who knowi 51& 

hath set befoKe us, to return thee 
thy country and his saered house, 
lou may'st brin^ thy off*nngs, to areit 
ler ire, with prayers and fows renewed ? 
His pardon I implore ; but as for life, StO 

end should I seek it? whea instrength 
lb I exceird, and great in hopes 
ithfiil courag^e, and uag-nanimous thought! 
from heaven foretold, and high exploits, 
ivine instinct, after some proof 5fi5 

ideed heroic^ far beyond ^ 

of Auak, famous now and blazed, 
of danger, like a petty god 
about admirM of all and dreaded 
e ground, none daring my affront 599 

[>irn with pride into the snare 1 fell 
tUacious looks, venereal trains, 
with pleasure and voluptuous life ; 
!i to lay my head and hallowM pledge 
' sfr«ugth in the lascivious lap 535 

eitful concubine, whoslwire me 
me weather, all my precious fleeccS 
nM me out ridiculous, deq[>oiPd, 
and disarmed among mine enemies 
Desire of wine and all delicious drinks, 5i0 

lany a famous warrior overturns, 
ildst repress ; nm* did the dancing ruby 
^, out-pourM, the flavour, or the smell, 
Lhat cheers the -hearts of gods and men, 

Nont daring my affront.'*— to front or face mc in ti 

innncr. 

[i. 3b 
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Allnrr thee from (he cool cijBtnQine stream. h4A 

Sfv.fs, Wherever fountnin or fresh current flow'd 
Against the eastern ray, traDslucent, pure 
Whh touch ethereal of heaven^ fiery rod, 
] drnuk, from the clear milky juice allayiog 
Thirst, and refreshed: nor enryM them^the grap^ 6fiO 

Who9<> heads that tnrhnlent liqufM* fills with fuBies. 

C/ior. O madniess, to think use of strongest wines 
And strongest drinks our chief support of health. 
When God with these forbidden made choice to rear 
IIiK 111 i^hty champion, strong above compare, 9B6 

Whose drink was only from the liquid brook. 

Sams. But what availM this temperance, not complete 
Against another object more enticing? 
What hoots it at one gate to make defence. 
And at another to let in the foe, dOO 

Effciiiinately vanquishM? by which means, 
Non blind, disheartenM, shamed, dishonoured, quelPd^ 
To what can I be useful, wherein serve 
My 'lation, and the work from heav*n impos^di 
But to sit idle on the household-hearth, §6S 

A hiird^nous drone ; to visitants a gaze. 
Or pityM object, these redundant locks 
RG'>i.>:lioiis to no purpoae clustering down, 
Vuii: nonuraent of strength ; till length of yearfr 
And sedentary numhness craze my limbs dTO' 

To a c'Mitemptible old age ohscure ? 
Here rather let me drudge, and earn my bread, 
Till vemiin, or the draff of servile food. 
Consume me, and oft invocated death « 

Hasten the welcome end of all my pains. 5! 

Alan. Wilt thou th<;n serve the Philistines with that gif^ 
Whjrh was expressly given thee *o annoy them r 
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■' f Bolter at home lie bed-rid, not bn)y idln, 
InjflM'ioii&, uncni)>l(»y'd, with ugfe out-worn. 
But God who cimsM a foiintaio at thy pruy V !)H^ 

From the dry grroui|d to spring, tliy thirst t^ all:iy 
Ahtnr the brunt of battle, cau mt easy 
C&iMC liifht agfain withiu thy vycH to sprin;^. 
Wherewith to serve him better thnii thou Umt ; 
And I persuade nieso* why else tliis strcn<^th Tj^'' 

MiracMoas yet remainiiinf in those locks? 
ffiftmigfht contiiines iu thee not for nought, 
Nor shall bis woudrons gifts be frustrate thus. 

Samps, AM othenviae to ine my thouglit> {>oitend, 
That these dark orbs no more shall trral w ii!i light, Ol^O 

Nor th' other light of life continue Ion*,', 
Out yield tc» double durkncs nigh at hand : 
So much 1 ftcl my geniul spirits droop, 
My hopes all flat, nature \vithiu me seems 
In all her functions weary of heit»elf; GilC« 

My race of glory run, and race of shame, 
And 1 shall shortiv be with them at rest. 

Man. Believe not these suggestions, whK'h proceeil, 
From anguish of the mind and humours black, 
That mingle with thy fancy. 1 however (JOO 

Must not omit a futhcr^s timely care 
To prosecute the means of thy <lfliv-erance 
By ransom, or how else : meanwhile be (*a1m. 
And healing words from these thy friends udmit. [ A' t //.J 

Sams. O that torment should not be coufinM 0(10 

To the body^s wounds and sores, 
Wkh maladies innumerable 
In heart, head, breast, and reins : 
But must secret passage find 
To th* inmost mii|d <()S^ 
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There exorcise all his fierce aecideiitSy 

And on her purest spirito pfcjj 

As on entrails, joints, and linbt. 

With answerable paint, Irat more inteoM^ 

Though void of coiporal sense. 13^. 

My gfriefs not only pain me 
As a lingering^ disease. 
But, finding no redress, ferment am) rage ^ 
Nor less than wounds immedicable 
Hankie, and fester, and gangrene. 
To black mortification. " 

Thoughts, my tormentors, armM with deadly ftings 
Mangle my apprehensive tenderest parts, 
£xas|)erate, exolcerate, and raise 
Dire inflammation, which no cooling herb 
Or medicinal liquor can assuage, 
Nor breath of vernal air from snowy Alp., 
Sleep hath forsook and gir'n-me o*er 
To H.rath^s benumbing opium as my only cure : 
Th'iice faintiugs, swoonings of despair, 
And sense of heav*n*s desertion. 

1 was his nursling once, and choioe delight, 
His destinM from the womb, 
PromisM by heavenly menage twice descending. 
Under his special eye 630t 

A))stemiou8 1 grew op, and thrivM amain : 
lie led me on to mightiest deeds 
Above the nerve of mortal arm 
Aguiast the uncircunicis'd, our enemies: 
But no>v hath cast me off as never known, 6< 

Ar I to those cruel enemies. 
Whom 1 hy his appointment hf d provokM, 
Left me all helpless with th' irreparable lo<ji. 
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t, reserved alive to be repeated ' 

iject of their, cmeltj or scorn. 6tt 

1 in the list of them that hope ^ , 

» are all my e?ile, all remedilets: 

e prayer yet remains, mig'ht 1 be beard, 

: petition, speedy death, 

se of all my miseries, and the balm. 690 

. Many are the sayings of the wise, 

ent and in modern books enroU*d, 

ig patience as the truest fortitude ; 

the bearing" well of all calamities, 

aces incident to manV frail life, 66& 

ttories writ 

udied argfumeut, and much persuasion sought 

of grief and anxious thought : 

h th^ afflicted in his pangs their sound 

revails, or rather seenu a tune 660 

kud of dissonant mood from his complaint; 

he feel within 

>urce of consolation from above, 

refreshings that repair his strength^ 

nting spirits uphold. 666 

3f our fathers, what is man ! 

ou tow'ards him with band so Tarious, 

ht I say contrarions, 

-^st thy providence through his sb<Hrt oonne| 

nly, as thou rurst 676 

pelic orders and inferior creatarea mute, 

inland brute. 

I name of men the common root, 

uidring loose about 

p and perish, as the summer fl j, 69> 

>f ithout name no more rememlbci'^ 

39* 
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. But Rich SI tlisD hut lalenpl]' elected, 
With riFts and grace* eniiiiently adwB'il, 
To mine great work, thy gloiy. 
And pcoplf't •kfetf, wbicb in pari thej affeel : 
Yet (nwsrd thrw thni digriiir7'd, thoii oft, 
Amidit Ibe heig'ht of noon, 

dmngnt thy uoonteaknce, and thy hand with no ngtri 
OS higheat fsniun pait 
FroB ther on Ihpm, or then to thre of Mrciw. I 

Nor oaly doM degrade then, or ternil 
To hte oUcar'd, which werea a fair Aiminioii, 
But thniw'it them lower than (hos didil exalt them Ughj 
Vnierinly falli io hamau eye, 

Tim fFrieTom for the trnpaiioroniiiioni I 

Oft leui'it them to the hoitile sword 
Of heathen ond praphane, their carcaain 
Todo^ nod fowliapreyf or else capIirM j 
Or to th' anjasttribuDali, under change of tinea, 
And candemnalion of lb' iogratefal UHiUilude. < 

If theie Ihey 'leape, perhapt in poreity 
With lickjteu anddlseaaa tbnu hnw**! then down, 
Painful diieaseB and defomM, ^ 

[n crude old age ; 

Though not disonlioate, yet ciUH'leu ■aff'ring ' 

The pnnishment of dissolute days ; in fine, 
Jutorunjuit, alike leen miterahle, 
Forofialikegboth'.'oinetaenUnd. 

So deal not with this onoe thy K-loriom chanpioii 
The image of thy strength and mijrhly minister. ' 

Whntilo I beg'' hoit but thon dealt already ! 
in this slate calamiloiii, and tuiD 
iboun, for thou canit, to peaceful end. 
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.0 is thi« whnt thing of sea or laad ? 
of sex it seems, 710 

iH^deck'd, ornate, aodgaj^ 
;hisway sailing' 
itately ship 
lis, bound for th* isles 

n 6r Gadier, 7U> 

1 her bravery on, and tackle trim} 
rd, and streamen waTing. 
1 hj all the winds that hold them play, 
»er scent of odAroos perfume 

hingcr, a damsel train behind ^ 720 

ch^Philistian matron she may teem; 
w at nearer view, no other certain 
alila thy wife. 

■. My wife, my tmitVess : let her not come near me. 
. Yet on she moves, now stands and eyes thee fix*dy 
:* have spoke ; but now, with head declined, ~ 7^26 
fair flow> surchargM with dew, she weeps, 
)rds addressed seem into tears dissolved, 
X the borders of her silken veil : 
r again she makes address to speak. 730 

[Enter] Dalila. 

With douhtful feet and wavering resolution 
, still dreading thy displeasnreySamsoD| 
to have merited, without excuise, 
It but acknowledge ; yet, if tears 
piate (thiiugh the fact more evil drew 735 

lenerse event than 1 foresaw) 
an CO hath not slackened, though my pardoB 

assuf d. But conjugal affection^ 
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I>nitiilin:[ •itir (ru, ud tiouiraw dnabt, 
Hnh I'd im nn, dninHB tii hbold 
tlucmun thi face, andkninroftiijcftiti, 
Ifancftil in in; ability nuy kitc 
Tali^jhlrii what tboa nidWiI aad apprue 
Tti/ niud wiih wImI anwudi in io idj pow'r, 
'niuii|[li lali'. )rt iuwHie port tu recompeime 
Nf ni^, bul more uirfbrtuiute, niideed, 

Sumi. Chit, (Kil lljs^iia! tbPM an thywoBtcdaiti, 
Ami ajtii sf etcr; wnnuD falw like Uiff, 
To br< ak all raith, all ?oiri, drcuire, bMnf, 
Olicn BK reptuum Io iiibinit, beKech, 
And n-eiiiicileiaenlinuTtiTilhfeigD'il remnrH, 
Ciinlai, and giromiiie nondrrainher cbaa^^e; 
fiul Iriily pcuiieni, bul chii-f to try 
.Ilrrbiitliund, how farurg'd hi» patience bean, 
III* virtiiit'ar weBkncBwliich way 1> anaih 
I'hi'n with more cautiaoi nod iiutnided akiU 
Ajfaiii tniiuii'ntMa, and apain nubtniti ; 
Tbul ii'wviX uud belt men, full oil brg'uird, 
Willi (.iKidiieu principled not to reject 
Triir iwiiilPiit, bnlcTectafai^ivc, 
^tii drawn tn wear oul miteniLJe daji, 

V ii»t by quick deitmclion ■oon cut olT, 
M I bj tlii^e, to ageiati ciampla. 
1^, Tel hear me Sampion ; not t 
ata nj offence, 
ilh'Mberudc ifitbe wdg-h'd 

tTatiDiu not turebarg'd, 
Ml j ait altowaoce connterpoii'd, 
pMible,lVpardou find 
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itingf, as I do, it was a weakness 

It incident to all oar tex, 

, inqaisiti?e, importane 

ts, then with like iafirmitj 975 

}h them, both cohuboh female faults: 

3t weakness also to make known 

rtunit3r, that is, for nought, 

consisted all thy strength and safety? 

I (fid thon shew^dst me first the way. 980 

enemies revealed, and should not : 

Id'st thou have trusted that to woman^s fraifay : 

thee, thou to thyself wast emel. 

:oessthen with weakness come to parle 

related, or the same of kind, 985 

rgire mine ; that men way censure thine 

tlf>r, if sererely thou exact not 

ength from me, than in thyself was found. 

It if love, which thou ioterprefsthate, 

ousy of love, powerful of sway, 790 

n hearts, nor less in mine towards thee, 

rhmt I did ? I saw thee mutable 

, fearM lest one day thou would^st leave me 

t Timna, sought by all means therefore 

ndear, and hold thee to me firmest : 79k 

r way I saw than by imp6rtuning, 

thy secrets, get into my powV 

of strength and safety : thon wilt say, 

n revealM ? I was assurM by those 

ipted me, that nothing was design'd 8^ 

thee but safe custody, and hold : 

de for me *, 1 knew that liberty 

raw thee forth to perilous enterprUes^ 

1/ borne sat full of cares and fearS) 
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Wxilin^ thf nbwsn in n j widoir'd Iml > 
nrrc I ihiiiiM stiJI Fnjojthee itjni nig'ht, 
Hiw mill lore'iprii'ner, nut Itic Ptiilntiiw'i, 
tPbok tn injKlf, nnbusMad itiKiad, 
Fi'sriin m home of pvtnni in mj low. 
niw rPHHins in hire'i Imir hnre peat for fpiod, 
Tbii'Ifli fond lad reuonlea tn wnme prriup ; 
And love hntli aft, wrll mnuiiiig, wravgbt nmcb wM, 
Yot [iivrii]:a jiil}' or pwdon bnth nbtain'd. 
Be niii nnlikt nil Mhrn, Dot soatere 
A> iIhiii an itronir, inflnibir h itcei. 
If tbtin iu iilrcngth all moiUli dut ncMil, 
In UDCPUipsaiianile anger do not M. ' 
^J^'Sams. How cunningi; tbe lOTccrett di>|ilDyt 
Ilecown tniM^rcaioa*, to npbnid nwmine \ 
That mulic«, not npeirtaiwe, bToD{;fat Aee bilhrr, 
Tly tlib u^'.pcan : I pen, tbnu sxfV, tli' eiainple j 
) led )h« wa; ; bitter TfpnMob, bnl trnr ; 
I In niyBclfwatfalneeretlinn tome j 
ijoch piuiJon IfaFrrfore •■ i gire m; fatly, 
Tuketo IfaywickGildctd; which wh^n ibon ireM 
Inipartial, clf-ierere, iiwxnroblc, 
Thdn wilt trmHuici! thjiwkiuy, nndmucb ralhec 
^Canfctk i( frign'd : weaknru ii thy eicu<e. 
And 1 bi'ljcre itgWaakneu lainii»t 
Phili>tinnf>i'M : if w^Blcnm mny exeuiE 
H'hiil iimiili'rur, whnt traitor, pamcide, 
Inii'>Iiiiiii>. sauril^inm, butniaj plrad it? 
AllH->i:kc'-lii<'iBi9wi«kBp«; that plin thprvfiiro 
Willi (iud ur man Kill guin tlife no rrmiwun. 
^Butloveconilrain'd iIicr; call itfuriam rag's 
VtMtturi'tbyliiit: lavcsepkda' have love; 
wloi'- ln.ivcinildrtthon\io(*,n\mViii*£'a.>lttt<»i| 
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on strivV to coter shame with shame, 840 

lions thy crime uocoTer^st more, 
nee thou deterrain^it weakness for no plea 
woman, thtfog-h to thy own condemning, 
t assaults I had, what snares hesidet, 
'es gfirt me round, ere I consented ; 845 

ght have aw^d the best resolvM of men, 
antest, to* have yielded without blame, 
gold, as to my dmiye thoulay^kt, 
ght with me: thou know*st die magistrates 8&0 
!es of my country came in person, 
commanded, threatened, nrg^d, 
y aH the bonds of civil duty 
igion, pressed how just it wai^ 
•urable, how glorious to entrap 
n enemy, who had destroyed 9S^ 

ibers of our nation : and the priest 
lehind, but ever at my ear. 
If how meritorious with the god» 
tie to ensnare an irreligious 
rer of Dagon : what had I 86IP 

against such powerful aigmneals? 
love of thee held long debate, 
bated in silence all these reaaoos 
lcont«^t : at length that grounded maxim, 
id celfbrated in the mouths 89 

men, that to the public good 
aspects must yield, with grave antiiori^ 
possession of me, and prevaird ; 
1 1 thought) truth, duty, so e^ioining. 
J thought where all thy cirding wiles Wddd end j 
1 i«ligion, smooth hjrpocricy ! ^{T\ 

bf lore, still odiously pretended, 
^oagrbu sincere, it would have taufVvt^^^ 
viiBoiuagt, brought forth ^Umt d«ft#« 
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I before all the dang-hten of my tribe 991 

And of my nation, choie thee from taaong 

My enemies, lovM thee, as too well thou kiie«v*rty 

Too well ; onbotomM all my secrets to thee, 

Nof out of lenity, but OTer-power*d 

By tby request, who could deny thee nothing ; 8W 

Yet now am judged an enemy. Why then 

Didst thoa at first receive me for thy husband, 

Then, as since then, tby couatiy^s foe profest: 

Being- once a wife, for me thon wast to leave 

Parents and oonntry } nor was 1 their subject, 811 

Nor under their protection, but my oyrn. 

Thou mine, not theirs ; if aaght against my life 

Thy country sought of theo, it sought unjustly, 

Against the law of natnre, law of nations; 

No tnor'^ tby conntry, but an impious crew 80§ 

Of men conspirin||f to uphold their state 

By worse than hostile deeds, vioiating* the ends 

For which our conntiy is a name so dear ; 

Not therefore to be' obey*d. But zeal movM thee | 

To please thy g-ods thon didst it; gods unable 881 

T**Bcqiiit themselves and prosecute their foes 

]3nt by ungodly deeds, the contradiction 

Of their own deity, gods cannot be ; 

Less therefore to be pleased, obeyM,or fear'd. 

These false pretexts and nurni^M colours failing, filV 

Bwe in thy gfuilt, how foul must thon appear ! 

Ddl. In argument with men a women ever 
Goes by the worse, whatever be her cause. 

Sams For want of words, no doubt, or lack of breath ; 
Witness 'when I was worried v ith thy peals. 9W 

DaL I was a fool, too rasb, and quite mistaken 



SAMSdN AGOmSTES. ^ 

it T fhong-ht would ha^e sacceeded best, 
obtain forgfivenesg of thee, Samson, 
me place to shew what recompense 
'ds thee I intend for what I have misdone, p\t 

ided ; only what remains past cure 
ot too sensibly, nor still insist 
ct thyself in ?ain : thong-h sight be lost, 
thath many solaces, enjoyM 

other senses want not their delighti 919 

ae in leisure and domestic ease, 
tt from many a care and chance, to which 
^ht exposes daily men abroad. 
i lords will intercede, not doubting 
ayourable ear, that I may fetch thee 990 

brth this loathsome prison-house f abide 
ae, where my redoubled love and care 
ursittg diligence, to me glad office^ 
rer tend about thee to old age 
ill things grateful cheer'd and so snpplyM, 
hat by me thou^st lost thon least shalt miss. 
s. Ne, n*, ttf my cenditien take ne eare ; 
lot ; thou and 1 long since are twain} 
ink me so unwary or accurst 
ng my feet again into the snare 
i once I have been caught ; I know tfayiminfl| 
h dearly to my cost,diy gins, and toils; 
ir enchanted cup, and warbling charms 
re on me have power, their force is nnird ; 
ch of adder's wisdom I have leam*d Q^ 

ce my ear against thy sorceries, 
y flow'r of youth and strength, when all men 
honoured, fear*d me, thou alone could*sthate mt 
lahandf slight me, sell me.aDid {oteect m« « 



^ aAlffiSOIf A€ONISTEEk 

ho^ would'st thpu nu me now, blind, and thercl^ 

Dtccivablc, in most things as a child 

llf ll>I(>sH|thencf easily contenin*d^nd scorned, 

And \'d»t nf glected ? how wouldst thou inanity 

U hen I niu6t live uxorious to thy yrill 

In pcrf(^ct thraldom, how again betray me, Oil 

Iknrinpr my words and doings to the lords 

'J'o ^los8 upon, and censuriug, frown or smile ? 

^ his jail I count the bouse of liberty 

To thine, whose doors my feet shall never enter. 
Dal. Let me approach at least, and touch thy hand. 96f 
Sams. Not for thy lite, lest 6erce remembrance wake 

M} suiidcn rage to tear thee joint by joint^ 

4^t dis'iance 1 forjiye thee, go with that: 

Itewuil thy fals< hortod, and the pious works 

Jt hath brought fcrlb to make thee memorable 96k 

Among illustrious women, faithful wives! 

Cherish thy hastened widowhood with the gold 

Of PKitrimonial treason ! so farewel. 

f>fiL I set' thou art implacable, more deaf 600 

To pniy'rs than winds and seas ; yet winds to seas 

A re rrconcilM at length, and sea to shore : 

7 by anger, unappeasable, still rages, 

jSiernal tempest, never to be calmM. 

IVhy do 1 humble thu:> myself, and, suing 6C|§ 

For peace, reap nothing but repulse and hate j 

rid i^o with evil omen, and the bi-and 

Of iiii'amy upon my name deuouncM ? 

To mix with thy corocrnmrnts I desist 

ileiic forlh, nor too much disapprove my o'.rn. 97(| 

Fiinir, if not doubi ^-facM, is double-mouthM, 

And ^villl contrury blast. proclaims most deeds; 

On liuth h'la wings, one black, the other white, 



SAlHSON AGONIST£$. 409 

eatc«t names in his wild airy fligfht 

c perlinps aniongf the circumcisM 975 

in Judsib, and the bordering' tribes, 

tsterily may stand defum^d, 

ilediction iiicntionM, and the blot 

lood most unconjogul tnidnc^d. 

ly conutiy, where I most desire, 9S0 

1, Gaza, Asdod, and in Gath, 

e namM among the famousest 

:;n, snng at solemn festivals, 

nd dead recorded, who, to save 

\tTy from a fierce destroyer, chose 995 

ie faith of wedlock-bands ; my tomb 

>ttr8 visited and annual flowers} 

renownM than in mount Ephraim 

to with inhospitable gaile 

isera sleeping, through the templei nailM. 900 

J I count it heinous to enjoy 

lie marks of honour and revrard, 

d upon me for the piety 

my country I was judged to have sbown. 

vhoever envies or repines, 96§ 

iim to his lot, and like my own. [£xi7.] 

She^s gone, a manifest serpent by her sting 
rM in the end, till now concealM. 

So let her go ; God sent her to debase me, 
pnvate my folly who committed 1000 

a viper his liiost sacred trust 
cy, my safety, and my life. 

Yet beauty, though injurious, hath strange power^ 
ence returning, to regain 
ce possessed, nor can be easily 1001 
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llrjuiIsM, nithout much inuard passion lelt 
Anil scent st'iug of ainorouii remorse. 

Samx. Love-quarrels oft in pleasing* concord end, 
Not wctdlock-treach^ry endaiog^ring liie. 

Chor. It it not virtue, wisdom, valour, wit, 
Atrrnfv'th, comeliness of shape, or amplest mi-rit, 
That womau^s love can win or long" iukerit^ 
But what it is, hard is to say, 
Harder to hit, 

(Which way soever men refer it,) 
Much like thy riddle, Samson, in one day 
Or sev^n, though one should musiug sit. 
If any of these or all, the Timnian bride 
Had not so soon prefeirM 
Thy parunyraph worthless to thee comi)ar^d, 
8uccefsor in thy bed, 
N(»rboth so loosely disallay*d 
Their nuptiars, nor this lost so treacherously 
Ilad shorn the fatal harvest of thy head. 
Is it for that such outward ornament 
Was lavishM on their sex, that inward gifts 
Were Jcft for liaste unfinished, judgment scunt/- 
Capacity not raisM to apprehend 
Or valu6 what is best 
In choice, but oftest to ufiect (he wrong !* 
Or was too,much of self-love mix^d, 
Of constancy no root infixM, 
That eitlier they love nothing, or not long ? 

Whatever it be, to wisest men and best, 
Seeming at first all heavenly under vii-gin veil, 
Soft, modest, meek, demure, 
Once joined, the contrary she proves, a thorn 
Intestine, /ar within defensive anwa 
A cleaving miiicliicf, ift his way lo ^futw^ 
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and tarbulent, or by her Gharms 1040 

im awrj' easlavM 

a^e, and hb sense depratrM 

and shameful deeds which ruin ends. 

ot so expert but needs must wreck, 

d with such a steerVmate at the helm ? 1045 

rM of Heaven, who finds 

ious rarely found, 

lomestic gfood combines :' 

lat house ! his way to peace is smooth : 

le which breaks through all opposition^ 1050 

lemptation can remove, 

nes, and most is acceptable above. 

fore God^s universal law 

the man despotic power 

female in due awej 10j§ 

1 that right to part an hour^ 
c or lour : 

he least confusion draw 
rhole life not sway'd 

le usurpation, or dismay*^. 1000 

id we best retire ? I see a storm. 

Fair diiys have oft contrxkcted wind and rain. 

But this another kind of tempest brings. 

Be less abstruse, my riddling days arc past. 

Look now for no enchanting voice, nor fear 1005 
: of honied words ^ a rougher tongue 
lithe rward ^ I know him by his stride^ 
Qt llarapha of Gath, his look 
'', as is his pile high-built and proud. 
ic in peace ? what wind hath blown him hither 10!rO 
)DJecturc than when fii-st I saw 

10 * 
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Chor. That hope wonid mach rejoice ns to partake 14S6 
With thee ; say, reverend sire, we thirst to hear. 

Mav. I bare attempted one by one the lords 
Either at home, or thruu;*-^ the \\\^h. street passingp^ 
With supplication prone and futher*s tears, 
T^ accept of ransom for my son their prisoner. 1401 

Some much averse I fonud and woud^rons harsh, 
Contemptuous, proud, set on revenge and spite ; 
That part most revere ncM Dagfon and his priests : 
Others more moderate seeming', but their aim 
Private reward, for which both God and state 1461 

They easily would set to sale : a third 
More generous far and civil, who confessed 
They had enough revengM ; having reducM 
Their foe to misery beneath their fears, 
The rest was magnanimity to remit, 1470 ' 

If some convenient ransom were proposed.— 
Wliat noise^or shout was that ? it tore the sky. 

Chor. Doubtless the people shouting to behold 
Their once great dread, captive and blind before them. 
Or at some proof of strength before them shown. 1405 

Man. His ransom, if my whole inheritance 
May compass it, shall willingly be paid 
And niimberM down : much rather I shall choose 
To live the poorest in my tribe, than richest, 
And he iu that calamitous prison left. 1480> 

No, I am fixM not to part hence wiihont him. 
For his redemption all my patrini:ny, 
If need be, I am ready to forego 
And quit : not wanting him I Kha'l want nothing. 

Chor. Fathers are wont to lay np for their 6ons, 1461^ 

Thou for thy sou ai-t !»• . t u» lay o t •! , 
Sowi wojit to nurse their pareub in old age^ 
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>.«. Bonst not of what thou woiilMst hare done, hut do 
then thou wuuIdV ; thou seesf it in thy hand. 1105 
-. To comhat with a blind man I disdain, 
lou hast need ninch washings to he touched. 
15. Such usasre as Tonr honourable lords 
[ nie'*, assassinated and betrayM, 

lurst not with their whole united powers 1110 

it withstand nie single and unarmM, 
. the house witii chamber-ambushes 
banded durst attack me. no, not sleepingf, 
,4'y had hirM a woman with their gfold 
iiig- hermarriag-e faith to circumvent inc 1115 

fore, without feigfn'd shifts, let be nssig-n'd 
narrow place enclosed, where sig-Iit niajgire thee, 
Iter flight, no great adrantag-e on me ; 
put on all thy gforg"eous arms, thy helmet 
rig-andine of brass, thy broad haberg-eon, 1120 

brace and g^reres, and g-auntlet, add thy »pear, 
iver's beam, and sev'n-times-folded shield j 
with an oaken staff will meet thee, 
aise such outcries on thy clattered iron, 
ii long- shall not withhold me from thy head, 1120 

n a little time, while breath remains thee, 
oft shall wish thyself at Gath,to boast 
I in safety wliat thou would'st have done 
mson, but shalt never see Guth more. 
t. Thou durst not thus disparagfe g-lorious arms, 1130 
1 greatest heroes have in battle worn, 
ornament and safety, had not spells, 
»lack enchantments, some magician^s art, 
I thee or charmed thee strong, which thou from Heaven 

*dst at thy birth w»s gr^v^a tUcc in tUy hq^lv) ua^ 
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Chor, Beit keep together here, leity nmning ^Mlkei^ 
We unawares nm into daoger^s month. 
Thk evil on the Fhilktines it fallen ; 
From whom c<Mihl else ageneral cry he heard ? 
The sufferers then win scarce molest ns here; 1M 

From other haadf we need not mnrh to4eag. 
What if, his eye^ht (for to IsraePa God 
Nothing is hard) hy miracle restored, 
He now be dealing dole among hn foes. 
And over heaps of slaughtered walk his way ? 
/" 3fan. That were a joj }*resnmptoous to be tbooghlL ' 

Chor. Yet Godhadi wrought thiqgs as incredible 
For bis people of old j what hinders now? 

Man. He «au, I know, but doubt to think he will } 
Yet hope would fain subscribe, and tempts belief. 
A little stay will bring some notice hither. 

Chor. Of good or bad so gredt, of bad the sooner^ 
For evil news rides post, while good news baits. 
And to our wish I see one hither speeding, 
An Hebrew, as I guess, and of our tribe. 

[JEuter] MsasENGEB. 

Mess. O whither shall I run, or which way fly 
The sight of this so horrid spectacle. 
Which erst my eyes beheld, and yet behold ? 
For dire imagination stiil pursues me. 
But providence or instinct of nature seems, 15tt 

Or reason thoug-h disturbed, and scarce consulted, 
To^ have guided me aright, I know not how. 
To the first, reverend Manoali, and to these 
fly countrymen, whom here J knew remaining, 



/ 
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^t at some distance from the place of horror, 1 joO 

So in the sad event im much concernM. 

Man. The accidrnt was loud, and he re before thee 
With meful cry^ yet what it was we hear not ; 
No preface needs, thou seest we longf to know. 

3T€ss. It would burst forth, but I recover breath Ibo'j 

And sense distract, to know well what I utter. 

Man, Tell us the sum, the circumstance defer. 

Mess, Gaza jet stands, but all her sous are fairn, 
AD in a moment overwhelmM and falPn. 

il/an. Sad, but thou knowV to Israelites not saddest 
The desolation of a hostile city. 15G1 

3Iess, Feed on that first -, there may in grief be surit-It. 

Man. Relate by whom. 

Mess. By Samson. 

Man, That still lessens 

The sorrow, and converts it nigh to joy. 

Mess. Ah, Manoah, I refrain too suddenly 15C5 

To titter what will come at last too soon ; 
Lest evil tidings with too rude irruption 
Uittingthy aged ear should pierce too deep. 

Man. Suspense in news is torture, sjieak them ont. 

Mess. Take then the worst in brief, Samson is dead. 1070 

Man. The worst indeed I O all my hopes defeated 
To free him hence ! but death, who sets all free, 
llath paid his ransom now and full discharge. 
What windy jo}- this day had I coiiceivM 
Hopeful of his delivery, which now proves 1575 

Abortive as the first-born bloom of spring 
Nipt with the lagging rear of winter's frost ? 
Yet ere I give the reins to grief, say first, 
How dy*d he ; death to life is crown or shame. 
All by him fell, thou say'st ; by whom feU V."* "Vvfevs 
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What g'lorious hand gave Samson his dcath^s wound ? 

Ness. Unwounded of his enemies he fell. 

3ran. Wearied with slaujfhltr then, or how ? explain. 

Mess. By his own hands. 

Maji. Self-violence? what cause 

Brous'Iit him so soon at variance w ith himself 15tf 

Among* his foes ? 

31ess. Inevitable cause 

At once both to destroy and be destroy'd ; 
The edifice, where all were met to see him. 
Upon their heads and on his own he puird. 

Man. O lastly over-strong- against thyself ! IM 

A dreadful way thou took'st to thy revenge. 
More than enough we know ; but while things yet 
Arc in confusion, give us, if thou canst, 
Eye-witness of what first or last was done, 
Kelation more particular and distinct. IfiOfe 

Mess. Occasions drew me early to this city 5 
And, as the gates 1 entered with sun-rise, 
The morning trumpets festival proclaimM 
Through each high street : little 1 had dispatched, 
When all abroad was nimourM that this day VMM 

Samson should be brought fortli, to show the people 
Proof of his mighty strength in fcuLs and gamev 5 
I sorrowM at his captive f>tatc, but uiinded 
Not to be absent at thatspectacle. 

The building was a spacious theatre ICffi 

Half-round, on two main pillars vaulted high. 
With scuts where all the lords, and each degree 
Of sort, might sit in order to behold ; 
The other side was open, wh«*re the throng 
On banks aud scafibUls under sky might stand 3 1610 

i among these aloof obscurely stoed. 
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and noon g^rew high, and sacrifice 
thoir hearts with mirth, high cheer, and wine,' 
Jicir sports they turned. Immediately 
;on as a pidilic servant brought, 16tt 

ate livery clad ; before him pipes 
rels, Oil each side went armed guards, 
>e and foot, before him and behind 
ind slingf^i-s, cataphrncts, and spears, 
if him the people with a shout 1020 

; air, clamouring their God with praise, 
made th«'ir dreadful enemy their thrall, 
t, but undaunted, where they led him, 
he place ; and what was set before him, 
thout help of eye might be assayM, 1625 

, pull, draw, or break, he still perfurm'd 
ucrediljle, stupendous force, 
ing ti> appear antagonists, 
for intermission sake they led him 
the pillars ; he his guide requested 1630 

m such as nearer stood'we heard) 
r'd to let him lean a while 
I his arnis on those two massy pillars, 
hie arched roof gave main support, 
picious, led him ; which when 8amson 1635 

; arm.'*, with head awhile inclined, 
fast fixM he stood, as one who pray'd, 
^l-reat matlt.T in his mind revolv'd : 
th head erect, thtis cr^-M aloud ; 
5, lor«]-<, what your commands imposM 1640 

rform'd, as reason was, obeying, 
nit wonder or deliirht behtid : 
y own accord such olh; r trial 
sli'jw you of my slrcngfh, y-?t greater, 
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As with omoze shall strike all who behold.** IW 

This uttered, strainiogf all his nerves he bowM 5 

As with the force of winds and waters pent, 

Whoa mountains tremble, those two mossy pilUrt 

With horrible <»nvnlsion to and fro 

He tunfgfM he shook, till down they came and drew 16S9 

The whole roof after them, with burst of thander 

Upon the heads of all who sat beneath, 

Lords, ladies, captains, connsellors, or priests, 

llieir choice nobility and flowV, not only 

Of this but each Philistian city ronnd, 1659 

Met from all parts to solemnize this feast. 

Samson, with these inmix'd, inevitably 

PiiirU down the same destruction on himself; 

The vulgur only scap'd who stood without. 

dhor. O dearly-bougflit reveng^c, yet g'lorious ! 1001 

Living* or dyingf thou hast fuinilM 
The work for which thou wast foretold 
To Israel, and now ly'st victorious 
Ainoii^ thy slain self-killM, 

Not willing-ly, but tangled in the fuld 1(K& . 

Of dire necessity, whose law in death conjoiiiM 
Thre with thy slaug-hterM fors, in niiniberuioic 
Than all thy life liath slain Ix-fore. 

1 Simirhor. Wh.le tin ir hearts were jocund and sublime, 
]3ruiik nith idolafry, drunk withMiur, 14^ 

And fill re;,''or«;;'M of hnlLs and ^oats, 
Chaiiiitiiifi^ thfir idol, and preferrinj;' 
iJi'fdie our livinsf l)«"<'ad %vliii dwells 
In Silo, his bright siineliiary : 

Aiii'Mi;,'' ihrm he a spiiit of phrcuzy srnl. IfCi 

Who hurt their minds, 
And wrgM thcni on \\ ith mod doirc 
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1 in haste for their destroyer ; 

only set on sport and play, 

itingly importunM 1686 

>wn destruction to come speedy upon them. 

d are mortal men, > 

into wrath divine, 

ir own ruin on themselves f invite, 

ite left, or to sense reprobate, 1686 

ith blindness internal struck. 

michor. But he though blind of sig-ht, 

'd and thong'ht extinguish^ quite, 

iward eyes illaminated, 

7 virtue rousM 1090 

nder ashes into sudden flame, 

an evening dragon came, 

nt on die perched roosts 

ists in order rangM 

e villatic fowl \ but as an eagle 1605 

ndless thunder bolted on their heads. 

ae, giv'n for lost, 

s*d, and overthrown, as seemed, 

At self-begotten bird 

Arabian woods embost, 1700 

) second knows nor third, 

r ere while a holocaust, 

ut her ashy womb now teemM, 

I, reflourishes, then vigorous most 

nost unacti ve deemed ; 1705 

nugh her body die, her fame survives, 

ar bird ages of lives. 

. Come) come ; no time for lamentation now, 

ch more cause ; Samson hath quit himself 

mson, and heroicly hath finisUM YtV^ 

in. Ai 
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A life heroic ; on liis enemies 
Fully rcvx nijM, hath left them years of mournings, 
And lamentation to the sons of Caphtor 
Throug-h all JHiilistian bonnds ; to Israel 
Honour hath left, and freedom, let hut thf'm 1715 

Find oonragfe to lay hold on this occasion j 
To' himself and father's house eternal fame ; 
And, which is best and happiest yef, all thi^ 
With (lod hot pai-ted from himy as was feared, 
But favouring and assisting- to the end. 1720 

Nothing- is here for tears, nothing- to ivail 
Orkiioitk the breast; no weakness, no contempt, 
Disj)iaise or hlame; nothini;^ but well and fair, 
And what may quiet us in a deatli so noble. 
Let ns qfo find the body where it lies 1725 

ISoakM in his enemies* blood ; and from tiie stream 
With lavcrs pure, and clcansin(>- hcrl>s, wash off , '^ •" 
The clotted g-orc. I, with what speed th«' whilr, 
((jlaza is not in plijfht to say us nny,) 

Will srud for all my kindred, all my friends, 1730 

To fel(rh him hence, and solemnly attend 
A\ ith silent ohsequy and funeral tniin. 
Home to his fnther'*8 house : there will I build him 
A monument, and plant it round with shade 
Of laurel ever green, and hranchiii;;- pnlm, 1736 

With all his trophies hun<:j, and acts cljroli'd 
In copi'.ius leg-end, or sweet lyric song-. 
Thitlur shall all the valiaut youth resort. 
And from his niemory inflame th'-ir hrf-a^ls 
To matchless val.r.ir, aud ii.lniil'irts liig-h : 1740 

Tl»e \ irg-ins also hhal!, on f<a>irt{l days. 
Visit lii> ttunb witli .lo;-, 'rs •, 'juj- bi-.vai'.iiig- 
His I.ft iiiiibrtinyii" r,: iiupti-il f.".wic(:, 
I'ron: r; luucc c:.";?:. j>v cvA loss oi ev^'i 
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Chor. All is best, thoug-li wc oft fluuLt, 1 7 15 

What th^ unsearchable dispose 
Of higfhcst Wisdom brings about, 
And ever best found in the close. 
Oft he seems to hide his face, 

But unexpectedly returns, 1750 

And to his faithful champion hath in place 
Bore witness gfloriouslj ; whence Gaza mourns, 
And all that band them to resist 
His uncontrollable intent : 

His servants ho, with new acquist 175<^ 

Of true experience, from this great event 
With peace and consolutiuii hath dismist 
And calm of mind all passion spent. 



FVD OF SAMSON AGONISTES, 



COMUS; 

A MASK, 

PRESENTED AT LUDLOW CASTLE, 
1634, 

BEFORE 

JOHN, EARL OF BRIDGEWATER, 
Then President of Wales. 



i2« 



COMUS; 

A MASK, 

PRESENTED AT LUDLOW CASTLE, 
1634, 

BEFORE 

JOHN, EARL OF BRIDGEWATER, 

Then President of Wales. 



42 « 



tSB SAMSON AGONISTES. 

Alifehcrulci on his enrmirs 
Kiilly rci'."n~M, halJi li'A Ihpoi f ran'of mourajng-, 
And Inniciitntion lo lUe torn nf Caphtnr 
Thrnag-ball l>hilUtiaulioiiiiils; la liRicI 
lloooitr hulh IcR, sail rrreduni, let bnl th'm 
Finil rountge to la; hold oii tlils oci'usiun ; 
I'd' hiinsplfonil falhct's hoiur rlrrnat famr ; 
And, trhicb i* bvnl anil bappint yet, bU lhi» 
Wkh flod hot parted rrom him, as mi Irai'i, 
Dill biDuriii^ Bml otaisling' to Uic ead. 
toothing i§ here for tt^ars^ nothing to wdil 
Orlmock Ihe Ureuat; no ivraltnoss, noconWmpt, 
Diapraisv or fdniiir ; nutliin; bnl well and fair, 
And what may quid ii> in n diiilli m iiuMc. 
JLelnsRiofiadlhuhadyn'hcrr illiii 
Sunk'diii hia enrmin' llaoil ; and Trmii iWsln'am 
Wilh lavcra (Hire, and clcankiiur licrts, irasli ofl 
The dotted gore. I, with nhnt spi'cd lh>' ichll-', 
(Ciam it mil in pl'g-ht la say ni aay,} 
Willariid for ull my kindred, .ill niy friend', 
To feleli hin iH-iiot, uml solvunly allii.d 
t\ ilh (ilrnt iibsniity and riinenil Imiii, 
Hone 10 bi> father^ hoNHe : tlicre will I build him 
A nionuincnl, and pinat itTOHi|dn'ilh siiadn 
Oflanri'l enr green, mid hrincliln'^ imlm, 
With all hia trujihiiv hiin^,nnrl acli I'lirull'd 
In ciipiiiw li-penJ, ot »wi>cl lyne sob j. 
Tliithfr kliall all the nai;uit ywilli rpinrt, 
And from his uii-moiy inllnuic thoii- lin-ua!* 
To nintchlvEi tal.oir, :iudii.L.i.1'iri.'> hi^li : 
T1.I' vii^in;! h1v> »haU, cm ri.L-l.'iil da:.>, 



SAMSON AGONISTES. 4^1 

Clior. All is best, though we oft doubt, 1 745 

^at th' unsearchable dispose 

Of highest Wisdom brings about, 

And ever best found in the close. 

Oft he seems to hide his face, 

Bat anexpectedly returns, 1 750 

And to his faithful champion hath in place 

fiore witness gloriously ; whence Claza mourns, 

And all that band them to resist 

His uncontrollable intent : 

His serrants he, with new acquist ilo-jt 

Of true experience, from this great event 

With peace and consolation hath dismist 

And calm of mind all passion spent. 
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'^JIS Mask vms presented in 1634, and conseguentli/ In the 
ftfith year of our author*s age. In the title page ofthejirst 
edition^ printed in 1637, it, is said that it was presented ou 
Michaelmas night, and there was this mottOj 

Eheu! qaid roloi mittero mihi ! floribos anstrOm 
Perditus — 

Ir this edition^ and in that of Milton's poems in 1645, there 
toasprejixed to the Mask the following dedication. 

To the Right honourable JOHN Lord Viscount Brackly, son 
and heir apparent to the EARL of BRIDGUUATFR, 
&c. 

My Jjtrd, 

THIS poem, which received its first occasion of 
iirthfrom yourself and others of your noble family, and much 
honour from your own person in the performance, noiv returns 
4igain to make a final dedication of itself to you. Although 
w^ openly acknowledged by the author, yet it is a legitimate 
offsprii^, so lovely, and so much desired, that the often copy., 
ing qfit hath tired my pen to give my several friends sa- 
tisfaction, and brought me to a necessity (f producing it to the 
public view ; and now to offer it up in all rightful devotion 
to thorn fiir hopes, and rare endowments of your much promis_ 
ing youth, which give ajull assurance, to all that know you^ 
1^ a future excellence. Live, sweet Lord, to be the honour of 
your name, and receive this as your own from the hands of him ^ 
toko hath by many favours been long obliged to your most 
honoured parents,and as in this representation your attendant 
Tkyrtity so now in all real expression 

Your faithful and most humble Servant, 

U. LA IVES. 



40« COSH'S. 

fliin to your sliroucls, within these hroaks and trcfs 3 

Our number may afTrig'ht : some virg'iu sure 

(For so 1 can distinguish bj mine art) 

Benigphted iu these woods. Now to my cbamifly 

And to my wily trains ; I shall ere long" 

lie well siDckM with ns fair a herd as gpraz^d 

About my mother Circe. Thus I hurl 

BIy dazzlingf spells into the spung^y air, 

Of pow> to pbeat the eye with blear illusion^ 

And g-i7c it fabe preseutUMnts, lest the place 

And my quaint habits breed astonishment, 

And put the 4&nisel to supicious flight ; 

Which most not be, for that^s against my course : 

1 under fair pretence of friendly ends, 

And wcll-placM words of ^lozingf courtesy, 

Baited with reasons not unplausible, 

Wind mc into the easy-hearted man, 

And hug* him into snares. W hen once her eye 

llutli met the virtue of this magfic dost, 

I shall appear some harmless villng'er, 

Whom thrift keeps up about his country gear. 

But here she conies ; I fairly step aside. 

And hearken, ii' I may, her business here. 

The Lady enters. 

Lady. This way the noise was, if mine ear be true, 
My best gniidc now : methought it was the sound 
Of riot and ill-manag\l merrimont, 
Such as ihe jocund Ante, or gume^ome pipe, 
Stirs up among the loose unlettered bit\ds, 
When for their teeming flocks, and granges full, 



GOMUS. <^0i> 

And ihank the Gods amiss. I should 1>e loth 

To mcrct the rndencss, and swiird insoleDce ; 

Of such late wassailers ; yet O where else 

Shall I inform mj unacquainted feet 180 

In the blind mazes of this tangled wood ? 

Mv brothers, when they saw ma wearied out 

With this long* way, resolving here to lodgfc 

Under the spreading: fa?our of these pines, 

Stept as they said, to the next thicket side, ] SS 

Tobringf me berries, or such cooling fruit 

As the kind hospitable woods provide 

Hi^ left me then, when the gray4ioodcd £rcn, 

like a sad Totarist in palmer^s weed, 

Rose froih the hiudmOst wheels of Phoebus^ wain. 100 

fint where they are, and why they came not back, 

b now the labour of my thoughts ', His likeliest 

They had cngagM their wandVing steps too far, 

And eoTioos darkness, ere they could return, 

bhd stole them from me : else, O thievish Night, l^r« 

tVhy should^st thou, but fOr some felonious end, 

In thy dark lantern thus close up the stars. 

That nature hang in Heav*n, and filPd their lamps 

Wi^ CFcrlasting oil, to give due light 

To the misled and lonely traveller ? 2()0 

itUsJs the place, as well as I may guess, 

Whenc#evcn now the tumult of loud mirth 

Was rife, and jKrfect id my listening ear ; 

Yet nonght but single darkness do I find. 

What might this be ? A thousand fantasies ^00 

Begin to throng ibto my memory. 

Of calling shapes, and beckoning shadows dire, 

And airy tongues, that syllable men*s names 

On KwdSf and shores, and descrlwi)A^r!M!K«^A 
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5()0 COMl'S 

These thoughts may slnrtlf well, but not astound, 
The yirtuous iuind| that ever walks attended 
By a strong Biding champion, Conscience. — 

welcome, pnre-eyM Fliith ; white-handed Hope^ 
ThoQ hovering angel, girt with golden wings ; 
And thou, uiiblemishM fonn of Chaiti^ ! 

1 see ye visibly, and now believe 

That he', the Snpreme Good, f whom all things ill 

Are but as slavish officers of vengeance, 

Would send a glistVing guardian, if need were 

To keep my life and honour nnaasaird. 

Was 1 deceiv*d, or did a s^ble cloud 

Turn forth her silver lining on the night f 

I did not err, there does a sable cloud 

Turn forth her silver lining on the nighty 

And casts a gleam over this tufted grove. 

I cannot halloo to my brothers, but 

Such noise as I can make to be heard farther 

ril venture j for my new-enlivci](*<i spirits 

Prompt mC) and they perhaps are not far o^.- 

SONG. 

Sweet Echo, sweetest nymph, that liv^st unseen 
Within thy aiiy shell, 

By slow Meander's margent greeii| 
And in the violct-embrolder'd vale. 

Where the Ipve-lorn nightingale 
Nightly to thee her sad song moumeth well 3 
Canst thou not tell me of a gentle pair 

That likest thy Narcissus are ? 
O if thou have 

ilid them in son^e fVoiw^T^ evie 



H" 



60MUS. Sbl 

TeW mc but where, 240 

et queen of parly daughter of the sphere ! 
lay^st thou he translated to the skies, . 
ive resounding' grace to all Heaven's harmomef . 

enter CoHus. 

US. Can any mortal mixture of carth^s mould 
such divine enchanting ravishment ? 345 

»mething holy lodges in that breast, 
ith these raptures mores the tocal air 
ify his hidden residence : 
veetly did they float ApoA the wings 
ice, through the empty-vaulted night, !Z50 

ty fall smootliing the raven-doWn 
&ness till it smilM'! t have oft beard 
ther Circe with the ^rens three, 
. the ilow'ry-kirtled Naiades, 

f their potent herbs, and baleful drugs, S5r> 

IS tiiey sung, would take the prisoaM soul, 
3 it in Elysium : ^lla wept, 
id her barking waves into attention, 
il Charybdis murmurM soft applause : 
'y in pleasing slumber Inird the sense, 900 

sweet madness robVd it of itself; 
;h ft sacred and home-felt delight, 
)lier certain^ of waking l)]iss. 
heard till now.— IHl speak to her, 
e shall be my queen. — Hail, foreign wonder ! 265 
certain these rough shades did never breed, 
Lhc Goddess that in rural shrine 
It here v, ith Pan, or Sylvan 5 by blest song 
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502 COMUS. 

Forbidding every bleak uokindly^og 

To tonch tlie pmsp^rous growth of this tail woo<I. ? 270 

IjkL Nay, gentle shepherd, ill is lost that praise 
That is addressed to unattending ears; 
Not any boast of skill, but extreme shift 
How to regnin my severM company, 

Oonipcird roe to awake the courteous Eclio iph 

To give me answer from her mossy couch. 

Com. What chance, good lady, hath bereft 370U thus ? 

Lad. Dim darkn<»ss, and this leafy labyrinth. 

Com. Conid thajt divide yon from near-ushering gnides? 

Lad. They left me weary on a grassy turf. S80 

Co7n. By falsehood, or discourtesy, or why ? 

Lad. To seek i* thf valley some cool friendly spring. 

Com. And left your fair side all ungnardcd lady ? 

Jjod They were but twain and purposM quick return. 

Cofn. Perhaps forestalling night prevented tbcin. ^ 

Lad. How easy my misfortune is to hit ! 

Com. Imports their loss, beside the present need? 

Lad. No less than ifl should ipy brothers lose. 

Com. Were they of manly primp, or youthful bbiom ? 

Lad. As smooth as Hebe^s their unrnzorM lips. 290 

Con/. 1'wo such I saw, what time the laboured ox 
J II his loose traces from the furrow came, 
And the swinkM hedger at his supper sat 9 
I saw them under a green mantling vine, 
Thnt crawls along the sid^ of yon smajl hill, *X& 

Plucking ripe clusters from the tender shoots ? 
TluMr poj-t was more than human, as they stood . 
I took it for a fairy vision 
Oj'somo gay creatures of the element, 

ih.it in the culotnsof the rainbow live, ^^ 

. i.'id play r </i' |)!ighted clott^h. I ware awc-strircb. 



COMUS. ;>08 

kud as I past, 1 worshipped ; if th<Me yon seek, 
t were a jonmej like the path tu Heaven, 
To help you find them. 

Lad. Gentle villager, 

fVhat readiest way wonid bringf me to that place ? 3.0 i^ 

Com. Due west it rises from this shrubby point. 

Ifid. To find out that, gfood shepherd, I suppose, 
In such a scant allowance of star-Iig-ht, 
Would orertask the best land pilot^s art, 
Without the sure guess of well-practised feet. CIO 

Com. I know each lane, and every alley green. 
Dingle, or bushy dell of this wild wood, 
And every bosky bourn from sid^ to side, 
My daily walks and ancient neighbourhood ; 
And if your stray-attendance be yet lodg*d, 315 

Or shroud within these limits, I shall know 
Ere morrow wake, or the low-roosted lark 
From her thatchM pallet rouse ? if otherwise, 
I can conduct you lady, to u low 

But loyal cottage, where you tpay be safe :>30 

Till further quest. 

Lad. Shepherd, I take thy word, 

And trust thy honest offerM courtesey, 
Which oft is sooner found in lowly sheds 
With smoky rafters, that in tapestry halls 
And courts of princes, where it first was namM 02^ 

And yet is most pretended : in a place 
Less warranted than this, or less secure, 
I cainnot be, that 1 should fear to change it. — 
£ye me, blest Providence, and square my trial 
To my proportiouM strength ! — Shepherd, lead on. 330 

313. " Bosky ^ovrr.'\...wocdy8troami 



EnUr Tbe Tivo Bbothbis. 

£1. Br. VninnlBe,jt hJDtS^n; nod Ihoa, fair H( 
That nont'it to lore thi tntTellar'i l»nurin, 
Sloop thj pale Tii(ig« through an amber cloud, 
Anit diiiuhcrit Chaoa, thnt leignt here 
In dnnl'le nigiA of dark neu and o/ibsdea ; 
Or, iryonr influeaiH' l>f quite datotn'dup 
Wilh block uiurpiiigmiitifHiinE^iide taper, 
Thou)rh a nlih-ciuidle from tlie wickci hole 
C)f »nir clay habitation, viiiliit 
tVilhtb; lonif-leTcird rule nf itrraming lig'ht, 
And than ihalt be aur>tarof Areadf, 
OrTvrianCjti<nur% 

Sec. Br. Or, iroDrejes 

tk hun'd that happionB, might wc but bear 
The Iblded Rnnka peoa'd in their wattled cotci, 
(h'iouad ofpail'mlrceilnithoalca ttnpi, 
Oinliirtle from the iod^e, or viiJage cock 
Connt the night wnlcliei to hi> featberj daoies, 
Twnuld be lome ulace jet, Mmg little chef riiif^ 
In Ihiaclote doBgean nf innumercma bonghi. 
But O thnl hnpleu vii^in, nurlwt linrr ! 
niiere niny she wnnder now, whither betake her 
Frejn the cbill dew, emong rude bnn and thiilkn i 
Prili3|M snnie celd bauk ii hir holBlcr now. 
Or 'gatiut the rugged bark of ume bmnd elm 
Leans her iinpillnit'd bead, fraught witli ud frare. 
n'bnt, if iu wild ooiQzement aod oiTriehl > 

CSBtsurc:'— Ore: 



COMTS. 5T55 

Or, while we speak, within the direful grasp 
Of savag'e hungfcr, or of sayog'e heat ? 

Ei. Br. Peace, brother ; be not over exquisitp 
To cost the fashion of uncertain evils : SjpiO 

For grant they he so, while they rest unknown, 
What need a man forestall his date of grief, 
And mn to meet what he would most avoid ? 
Or if they be but false alarms of fear, 
How bitter is such self delusion ! 3B5 

I do not think my sister so to seek, 
Or so anprincipled in virtnc^s hook, 
And the sweet peace that goodness bosoms ever, 
As that the single want of light and noise 

(Not being in danger, as 1 trust she is not) 37D 

Conid stir the constant mood of ber calm thoughts, 

And pat tlicm into misbecomiug plight. 

Viitue could see to do what virtue would 

By her pwn radiant light, Though Sun and Moon 

Were in the flat sea snnk. And Wisdom^s self 375 

Oft seeks to sweft retired solitude ; 

Where, with her best nurse. Contemplation, 

She plumes her feathers, and lets grows her wings, 

That in the varions bustle of resort 

Were all-to ruffled, and sometimes impairM. 380 

He that has light within his own clear breast 

May sit i* th* centre, and enjoy bright day : 

Bat he that hides a dark soul, and foul thoughts, 

Benighted walks under the mid-day sun ; 

Ilinnelf is his own dungeon. 
Sec. Br, Tismosttrae, 385 

That musing Meditation most affects 

The pensive secrecy of desert cell, 

far from the cheerful haunt of men andViw^^ 



soa otums. 

Aiu] tiU as uife ai in a UDHle-hoiuv ; 
I'nr who would rdb a bf mil of hii weedi, 
IIU rcwLnoki, aihit titadt, or maple diclt, 
Or do Ilia gtcj Lain anjr Tiolokee ? 
Sbt heaaty, like (he (air Ilnpeiiau brc 
I^drnwith blaamiDg; gold, bod oenltlic guanl 
Of dragno-n-iilchHith aiwiic)ianled eye. 
To Dve her blouomi^ and dcfeod her fniit, 
rroni (he iwh band of b<i|d Incoatineiicc. 
Toil Diay u weU ■prend out (he nmuia'dbeaiil 
Of iDiH'r'a tmiDre bjr an oiillow''* den. 
And tell ue i( it lafe, at hid nie hope 
Dant'er will itiok oo o|i{MiTtiiiii(7, 
And let mingle belplen maiden pan 
t^ninjiu'd in thii wild lUmaiidiDii: wwtc. 
Of uight, DrJnBeUDcn,itreckiiae nMj 
I fpar(hedrrnd erenli that dog- Ihem both, 
LeM nunc ill-greeting' touch aUcmpt (lie pCiMD 
Of Diir naoiTDed >Utci. 

EtBr. t do not, brother, 

Infer, 01 in thooght m; listen'i nate 
Ficciirp, without oil doubt at coD(n>vrrsf ; 
Vet nhprc Mi rtpiti poiie of hope and itOl 
Don nrbitrale lb' event, my nature i> 
Itbatl incline tuhnpr, rather than fear. 
And glaily buniiih iquint suipicion. 
My tiller i> not w defehcelcu left 
At yon imagine; the' bai a hidden Itiength, 
Whioh you reoiemhl^r ndl. 

Sec. Jlr. WbathtddenKreDgth, 

t"nleis Ihe strength of llcar'n, if you mean that ! 

f:i. Br. 1 mf nn ihni loo, but ynt a hidden tlreiig 
tl'bicli i/hfav'n gsTc it, may be<enrf4\«j i!«\i- 



COHV9. t(y7 

*Tii chastity, my brother, chastity : 420 

IBbe that has that, is clad in complete steel ; 
And like a qairerM nymph with nnovn keen, 
May trace huge forests, and unharboiirM heaths, 
lofamoos hills, and sandy perilous wilds ; 
Where, throagch the sacred rays of chastity, 426 

Nosava^ fierce, bandit or moantaineer 
Will dare to soil her virgfin purity : 
Yea there, where yery Desolation dwells, 
fiif grots and carcms shag-g-M with horrid shades, 
She may pass on with unbienchM majesty, 430 

Be it not done in pride, or in presumption. 
Sane say, no evil thing* that walks by night, 
la fog* or fire, by lake or moorish fen, 
Blae meag-re hag*, or stubborn unlaid g'host 
That breaks his magic chains at cnrfcu time, ^o't 

No goblin or swart fairy of the mine, 
Uith hartful powV o^er true virginity. 
Do ye believe me yet, or shall I call 
Antiquity from the old schools of Greticc 
To testify the arms of Chastity ? 410 

Hence had the huntress Dian her dread bow, 
ftAr silver-shafted queen, for ever chaste, 
Wherewith she tamM the brinded lioness 
And spotted mountain pard, but set at nought 
The frivolous bolt of Cupid j Gods and men 44^ 

Feared her storu frown, and she was queen o* th* woods. 
''what WHS that snaky-headed Goi^^on shield. 
That wise Minerva wore, unconqiierM virgin. 
Wherewith she freozM ber foes to congcalM stone, 
Bat rigid looks of chaste austerity, ^ ^'^ 

Apd noble grace that dash'd brute vinh>ncc 
^'•tb sudden ailoru'Aon and bluuU a^'^c'^. 



9(JB COMES. 

So rfrar to lleit'n ti niallj eliMtitr, i 

ThnI, Hhen a wnl iifBUDd liimrel; ia, 

A Ihoiusnd lirrried angtit lukef hir, , 

DriviiigfuTaSrmAiii.iagalua»adgailti • 

Anil in clear dmn ud tahmn tuiod, 

Tell her dT tbin^ Hut no gnm «r on hnr] 

Till nflconterM wittabcm'ulj habitaad 

hr.g'in (d (Sit u Irnm on Ih' outwud ibafC, 

Thi- nnpnllaled (rDiplc of tlie mind, 

And (iirm il b; irgnc* to the aonri fhcdcc, 

Till nil bt made immiMtal ; bul wEkf o I^it, 

% anchute looki, taou gtttiaai, and fbiJ talk, 

Uul mnM by Uird and Inwh net ofiiB, 

1^1* in drfilcDienl to Ihs iowird parti, 

Thn ncHil grtnn claHed lij anaagvui, 

l{iiibni]ini,andeinbrutet,li[l ihr iiuiU loie 

Thir divine propertj oflu-r fint bting, 

Nuch are Ibosc thick nnd g[oomy ihadowt dUDp, 

UftwcnlD chirnrl vDulUnnd Kpulchrei 

Unjr'rlpp) and lilting bj a nnv-made grniFP, 

An liilli III Irarcthf bad; Ibal illor'd, , 

AiiH liiik'il ilicir by carnol teunialilj 

To a di'tfi'MTBtc mid dcg'railcd )lDti>. 

Scr.llr, How clianiiiiif iidiiinp pliilcHopfayl 
Niil hiinli, Riiil crabbed, aa dull Tault luppow, 
Iliit uinural n» it Apdiu'a lute, 
Anil a pi<r|iPliinl fiiiit of necUr'd mecU, 
H'lirrr nu crtide »urfcit reigu. 

XU.Ilr. Iiht,liiit; then 

fill ofThnllufl break the siJvnt iiir. 
V- "''- MrlhuughtBiitiWi wbatibniild it bu^ 
U-Ur. Forccrluiii 

IttrMat! one likciti n'ij;Vvt-tQun'lA'itei<.-, 
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COMUS. oi)\) 

Or eke some neighbour woofUman, or, ot worst, 
Slome roving' robber calling- to his fellows. 485 

■ Sec. Br. Heaven keep my sister. Agaiu, ugain, and nenr ' 
Best draw, and stand upon our gruard. 

Eld. Br. ni halloo ^ 

If he be friendly he comes well; if not, 
Defence is a g-ood cause, and Heav*n be fur ns. 

[^Enter the Attendant Spirit, habited like a shepherd.] 

That halloo I should know ; what are you ? speak ; 490 

Cone not too near, yon fall on iron stakes else. 

Spir. What voice is that? my young* lord? speak again. 

Sec. Br. O brother, 'tis iny father^s shepherd, sure. 

El. Br. Thyrsis? whose artful strains have oftdelayM 

^The huddling* brook to hear his madrigfnl, 495 

-And sweetenM every inuskrose of the dale? 

-^ow earnest thou here, g^od swain ? hafh any ram 

^lipt from the fold, or young kid lost his dam, 

^ Jr strog-gling wether the pent flock forsook ? 

^low conldst thuu find this dark sequestor'd nook ? fjOO 

Spir. O my lov'd master^s heir, and his next joy, 

S came not here on such a trivial toy 

As astrayM ewe, or to pursue the stealth 

Of pilfering- wolf; not all the fleecy wealth 

That doth eurich these downs, is worth a thoiig-hl tAlit 

To this my errand and the care it brougpht. 

But, O my virg-in lady, where is she ? 

Bow chance she ift nut in your company ? 

El. Br. To tell thee sadly, shepherd, witlumt blauie, 

Or oar m;g-lect, we lost her us wc cnnic . MO 

Spir. Ay me unhappy I then my fears are true. 

kl.Br. ir/iflfP'nrM, «-^od Thvr*\^*• Vv\Wc W^n ^V ^''• 
Vol hi H 
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Jiitoiwinfli(fht,lillIluidriHUidroa ktre; 
Bui rnillwr luon 1 mil. 

Hk. Br. O ni^hl, and nhsdf 

llonan^join'd wilhbrll in triple kaot, 

AtnDv and hrl|i(ni! Ulhiithe coilidciim 
Ypn gow oe brother ? / 
- EI. £r. "iet, and kwp it «T 

lA'an OS il •afel; ; not a pnimt 



aid for 



Ofmn 

Whi.'h 



il* I hnld firm 
hnrt, 
enlhroll'il : 



Surprii'd hy iinjiul for 

Yea, eran tlinl, irhicb miMbief meniitniasthana, 

Shsll in Ibc happy trial pm?e mod g-lar; ■ 

fiul cTil an iUc)r.)iall back rt-coil, 

Aad nix DO mora with goodum j nhrn at lut 

Colhpr'd like icuid, and tettleil to itMlf, 

It ihall be ill ptirnol mtlfai chaoBre 

Si'lf-fird, and stlf-cutuaioed : if thi> fait, 

Ihr pillar''! finuanent ii mItpDim, 

A^iJDitth' oppnaing: nlll and una of liraTen 
Miiv uttri tliiv jiULi iword be li/Ied iip ! 



Uwirr ilic taotji Hag nf Adieroi; 
lluipio and liydiiu, or all the 
Twixt Africa and Ind, I'll find 



A Ins ! crowl vrntVmis y..:;'h. 
\y couvnq-p jot, and hold PIll|)^I^«' ; "CIO 

• thy sTAonI can do thee IHtlo sir ;ul : 
■r arms and other weapons muft 

' that <nit»ll the mi<yht ofheUt>li ( haiins ; 
!iis btuv -wand can uuthrrad thy .ioi»iN, 
i:ihl(» Ji!l Ihv *.itifWS. 

m 

f/. Why piii'iii-e. sU'.|duMd, (il5 

rst UnT] t'.'.rn thyself approrirh so ii(-ar, 
ike this ir.latioii ? 

Carr, and utmost shift:?, 
ccnre Ihe ]'».ly from surprisal, 
. to iMv mind a certain shephenl lad, 
r-^iranl {r> see to, y»^t wel! fikUlM 0?5 

• \ irtii'jns pl:int, and healing herh, 
•eads her verdant leaf to th' fnoming" ray: 

me well, and oft would bcg- me si 115^, 
vhen I did, he on the tender g^rass 
it, and heftrlcen cv*n to eCst^isy, 636 

-eqnit^I ope his leathern scrip, 
w me simples of a thousand namc^; 
their strange and vigorous faculties : 
t the rest a small unsightly root, 
ivinc effect, he cullM me out ; G30 

was darki>li, and had prickles on it, 
nnther country as he said, 
right golden flower, hut not in this soil : 
n, and iiVe estocniM and the dull swain 
»n it daily with his clouted shoon : *>35 

more metrciual is it than that nioly 
rnies once to wise I.'lysses gare; 
1 it harmony, and gave it me, 
Ic mc ke",» it as of sov"" reign i^jc 



SU 



OMIUS. 



■Gaimt all rnchutmrnti, mildtw blut, or iltunp, 
Or gh^y furi«' apparitian. 
1 pnnM H up, bnt liltlr rnk'ning- anUr, 
Till Don tbm thH txtnmitj eoMprU'd : 
Bnt iinw I God it tme ; ior bj Hiia mtaia 
I knew Ibe fonl CDdnuiIrr tboagb diigati'J, 
Eotrr'il thoei; limc-twigioThisiprlli, 
And yet ramc oif : if yon barr thii about yon, 
(Ai I wi Jl jive jou when we go,) yon may 
Boldlj Duaalt the nccromaBCFr'ii hall ; 
Wbere if be be, nilb daunlleu hardihood, 
And brandiihM blide, rtub nn him ; break hii ^wm, 
Aadbhedtbeliucioiu liquor on the grouad, 
Bnlicize liimind j Ihongh he nnil bi> coni'derew 
eoaoehieh, 






infVal 



Vel will they >«in reljre, if he btti ihrink. 

Hi. Br. Thynii. leail on apace, I'll follow thee; 
Aud Dome g^wd angel bear a ihield before as ! f 

Tlie Kene ehaiget to a stalely palitce, set oat ailh aH msi 
efilelie!-.-' tncK.- ikJI maiic, tablet spread atlh all rfaim 
Cnniiii np/imrs irftA Ait ratite, anil lAe Lady net iaan 
chanted chrdr, to uihom he offin hit glais, itAicA lie i 
by, 'ind gits about to rite. 



Cor,, Nay, lady, Bit; if [ hut ^ 



e Ibis nand. 



fc 



lOd youa Btalue, or, n* Daphne was. 












Lad. Fool, d 




Iboartj 


boi. ean*l nnt touch the freedom of inj 




id 


nih nil ihy charms allhonsh this corp. 
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rind 
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COMIJS. 510 

Com, Why are yon vex'd, lady? why do you frown ? 
Il«re dwells no frowns, nor angler; from these gates 
florrow flies far : see, here be all the pleasures 
That fancy can beget on yonthful thoughts, 
When the fresh blood grows lively, and returns 670 

firnk as the April buds in primrose season. 
And first, tx'hidd this cordial julep here. 
That flames and dances in his crystal bonnds. 
With spirits of balm and fragant syrups mixM : 
Not that Nepenthf s, which the wife of Thouo 670 

Ib Egypt gave to Jove-born Helena, 
Is of such pow'r to stir np joy as this. 
To life so friendly, or so cool to thirst. 
Why should you be so cniel to yourself. 
And to those dainty limbs, nhich Nature lent 6$0 

F<*r gentle usage and soft delicacy ? 
But you invert the covenants of her trust. 
And harshly deal like an ill borrower, 
'With that which you received on other terms 3 
Scorning the unoxempt condition (180 

By which all mortal frnilty must sul>sist. 
Refreshment after toil, ease after pain, ' 
That have been tired all day without repast. 
And timely rest have wanted j but, fair virgin. 
This will restore all soon. 

Lad. Twill not false traitor I tJOO 

Twill not restore the truth and honesty 
That thou hast banishM from thy tongue with lies. 
Was this the cottage and the safe abode. 
Thou told^st me of? what grim aspects are these, 
Thrsc ugly headed monsters ? Mercy guard me ! CfD 

llcuco with thy brew'd enchantments, foul deceiver! 



610 conn. 

Katt (hoii hrtnj'dmjcrrdalaiuiiiDOCcncc 
Witk TMOi-'d Msebood uid bue {atgery ? 
And wonldil fhoa nek sgaia U tnp bk hci* 
With liqaaridi bauti, Gt to eiunare » brute > 
Were it admug'hl for Jbiib when ilip banqneU, 
1 wimlri not Uiite thy treauDou oStr ; iiuue 



And that which » 



)t food, u DM delici 



iiuft, 



Com. O raoluhneii of men ! that U-aA thtir can 
ifotbotP bodg-e dnctnn of tha)taic Tiu-, 
And f«ch their prewpu /niai the cynio (iih, 
Praiiing the lena and uJlow Ahrtinence. 
Wherrfare did Nature pour her bniintiei rorlh 
With inch a full and DBwUbd rawing haaii, 
Corerinjr the eRrth with odonn, fruiti, nod fli>cli>, 
Tllniiifrine' thr acsiKilbapaim innumerable, 



ut all Id plea 



tetheci 



That in their e 

TodeckherwiBi^ and, tlinl bo comer mig-ht 

Ue ncaat of her |ileuly, id hei own taim 

f>he buch'cl th' atl-noTsbiiip'd ore, and precimu gem*. 

To ilore her childreu with : if all the world 

fihoald in a pet ofteinirrnncc teed on pulse, 

Drint the clear stream, and nothing- wear iml frtt'Xp, 

Th'All-g'iiFr would be unthantM, woidd be nnpran'd, 

Nnt half hi* rifhru homra, nndj-et deipia'd; 

And we iJiaiilil aont him as a jTrudtring- master. 

At a peuurioHii iiifrgnnlui'hiiniallhj 

Ami livr like Tinturt's bcMnrds, nnt her tons, 

11'howoi:ld he qiiile nnrchar^M wiili lieroirn weight. 

.lui) ilrriiiflril with her wus<cuiti!-iv; 



COMLS. 517 

The earth ciimbcr^d, and the wingrM air darkM with plniof s. 

The herds would over-ranltitade their lords, 731 

The sea o^erfranght would swell and th* onsoaght diamonds 

Would so emblaze the forehead of the deep, 

And so bestud with stars, that they below 

Would grow inurM to iigrht, and come at last 735 

To guze upon the sun with shameless brows. 

lilt, lady j be not coy, apd be not coieu*d 

With that same vaunted name, Vii^inity. 

Beauty is Nature^s coin, must not be boarded, 

Bat must be current ; and the good thereof 740 

Consists in mutual and partaken bliss, 

OasaFoury in the enjoyment of itself; 

If you let slip time, like a neglected rose 

It wiUiers on the stalk with languishM head. 

Beauty is nature ^s brag, and must be shown 745 

Id courts, at feasts, and high solemnities. 

Where most may wonder at the workmanship ; 

It is for homely featnrcs to keep home, 

They hod their name thence ; coarse complexions, 

And cheeks of sorry grain, will serve to ply 750 

The sampler, and to tease the huswife^ wool. 

Vkat need a vermeiUincturM li)> for thaf, 

Love-darting eyes, or tresses like the mom ? 

There was another meaning in these gifts; 

Think what, and be advis'd ; you are but young yet. 755 

Lad. 1 had not thought to have unlocked my lips 
Ulhis unhallowM air, but that this juggler 
WobM think to charm my judgment, as mine eyes, 
Obtruding false rules prank'd in reason^s garb. 
I htte when Vice can bolt her aiguments, 760 

And Virtue has no tongue to check her prides— 
hfptittor! do^aot chaise QOft innooenl ^maxe. 
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»18 COMIS. 

As if she would her children should be riotoiiN 
With her abundance ; she, gfood catercHS, 
MewM her prorisioD only to the good, 
That li?e according to her sober lawi, 
And hoJj dictate of ipare temperance *. 
If every just man that now pines with want, 
Had but a moderate and beseeming' share 
Of Ihnt which lewdiy-pamper'd luxary 
Now heaps upon some few with vast exeess^ 
Nature's fall blessings wonld be well dispensed 
In nnsnperflaons even prop(»tion, 
And she no whit encnmber'd with her store ; 
And then the Gi?er would be better thank'd. 
Ills praise due paid : for swinish Gluttony 
Ne'er looks to Heav'n amidst his gorgeous feast, 
But widi besotted base ingratitude 
Crams, and blasphemes the feeder. Shall I go on ? 
Or ha?e I said enough ? To him that dares 
Arm his profane tongue with contemptuous words 
Against the sun-clad pow*r of Chastity, 
Fain would I something say, yet to what end ? 
Thou hast nor ear, nor soul, to apprehend 
The sublime notion, and high mystery, 
That must be utter*d to unfold the sage 
And serious doctrine of Tirginity ; 
And thou art worthy that thou shouldst not know 
More happiness than this thy present lot. 
Enjoy your dear wit, and gay rhetoric, 
That hath so well been taught her daszling fence ; 
Thou art not fit to hear thyself convincM : 
Yet, should I try, the uneontrolled worth 
Of this pure cause would kindle my mpt spirits 
To such a tfame of sacred veVivmeixce. 



COMCS. 519 

I'hat dumb things vroald be ino?*d to sympathise, 
And the brnte earth woald lend her nerves, and shate, 
Till all thy ma^c stmctnrps, rearM so high, 
Were ahatter*d into heaps o^er thy false head. 

Com. She fables, not ; I feel that I do fear 800 

Her w<Mtts set off by some snperior power ; 
And though not mortal, yet a cold shuddering dew 
Dips me all o^er, as when the wrath of Jove 
Speaks thonder, and the chains of EreboSy 
To some of Satam*s crew. I must dissemble, 805 

And try her yet more strongly. — ^Come, no more ; 
This is mere moral babble, and direct* 
Against the canon laws of onr foundation ; 
I most not suffer this ; yet ^is but the lees 
And settlings of a melancholy blood : 810 

But this will cure all straight ; one sip of diis 
Will bathe the drooping spirits in delight, 
Beyond the bliss of dreams. Be wise, and taste — 

The Brothers rush in icith swords drawn ^ tvrest hia glass out 
qfhis hand, and break it against the ground; his rmU make 
sign of resistance^ but are all driven in. — 7%e Attendant 
Sphii comes in. 

Spir. What, have you let the false enchanter scape ? 
O ye mistook, ye should have snatchM his wand, 815 

And bound him fast ; without his rod reverend, 
And backward mutters of dissevering power. 
We cannot free the lady that sits here 
In stony fetters fix^d, and motionless : 
Yet st.iy, be not disturbM ; now I bethink nip, 8?'> 

*f :i:r rth'^r mepns I have which maybe nsM, 



r 



Upon thy streams wHh wily g^lance, 
Rise, rise, and HPUve tKj rosy head 
From thy coraUpaven bed, 
And bridle in thy headlong ware 
Till thou our sammons answerM have. 

Listen, and save ! 

Sabrina rises, attended by fVater'NympkSy and sin 

By the nishy-fring«d bank, 

Where grows the willow, and thn osier dank, 

Ily slidiogf chariot stajrs, 
Thick set with agate, and the amm sheen 
Of turkis blue, and emerald green, 

That in the channel strays ; 
Whilst from off the waters fleet 
Thus I set my printless feet 
0*er the cowslip's velvet head, 

That bends not as I tread ; 
Gentle sWain, at thy request 

I am here. 

Spir. Goddess dear. 

We implore thy powerful hand 

To undo tbe charmed band 

Of true virgin here distrest. 

Through the force and through the wile, 

Of uublest enchanter vile. 
Sabr. Shepherd, His my office best 

To help ensnared chastit}* : 

Brightest lady, look on me; 

Thus 1 sprinkle on thy breast 
Drops that from my fouulam \»\\tft 
JLJiave kept. of precious cui-i-j 



COMUS. r>2:> 

Thrice upon thy 6nger'a tip, 

TWice npoD ihy rabied lip : 91 » 

Next this marble renomM seat,. 

Saiear'd with gums of glatinous heat^ 

I touch with chaste palms moist lud coM : — 

Now the sptill hath lost his hold ; 

Aad I must haste, ere morning hour, 920 

To wait in Amphitrite^s bow*r- 

Sabrina descends, and the Lady rises out of her seat. 

Spir^ Virgin, daughter of Locrine 
Spnmg of old Anchiset* Ikw, 
Hay 6iy brim'med wares for this> 

Tlieir fnll tribute never miss 9*2^ 

From a thousand petty riUs^ 
Thattnmble down the snowy hills r 
Summer drouth^ or singed air, 
NcTcr scorch thy tresses fair, 

Nor wet October's torrent flood 930 

Thy molten crystal fill with mud; 
May thy biUowaroU ashore 
The beryl, and the golden ore ; 
May thy lofty head be crown'd 

With many a towV and terrace round, 930 

And here and there thy banks npon 
With, groves of myrrh and cinnamon ! 

Come, lady, while Heaven lends us grace, 
iiM OS fly this cursed place, 

. Lest the sorcerer us entice ^"^^^ 

With some other new device. 
Not a waste or needless sound. 
Till we come to holier grounxl : 



^U COMB. 

I shall be yoar faithful guide 

Through thi« gluomj covert w\de^ 

And not maoj fnrloog* (hence 

It your father's residence, 

Where this night are met in state 

Many a friend to gratulate 

His wishM presence, and beside 

All the swains that there abide, 

With jigs and rural dance resort ; 

We shall catch them at their sport. 

And our suddeu coming there 

Will double all their mirth and cheer ; 90b 

Come, let us haste, the stars grow high. 

But night sits monarch yet in the mid sky. / 

The scene chaui^es, presenting Ludlow town amd the Prui 
denfs castle ; then come in country daneersy qfter tktm tii 
Attendant Spirit, with the two Brotbeis and tkt Lady. 

SONG. 

Spir. Back, shepherds, back : enoogh your play, 
Till next sunshine holiday ; 

Here be without duck or nod, M 

Other trippings to be trod 
Of lighter toes, and such court guise 
Ah Mercury did first devise. 
With the mincing Dryades 
On the lawns and on the leas. M 



> 
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This second Sang presents them to thfir Father arA Mother. 

Noble lord, and lady bright, 

I havebrongbt you new delifbt j 

Here behold so goodly grown 

Three fair branches of your own ^ 

lic«v*n hath timely tryM their joath, 970 

Their faith, their patience, and their truth, 

And sent them here through hard assay» 

With a crown of deathless praiiK^, 

To triumph in victorit>U8 dance 

0*eir sensual folly, and intooipcrance. ^lo 

77ig dances being ended, the Spi;"it epilogidzes, 

Spir. To the ocean now I fly, 

And those happy climes that lie 

Where day never shuts his eye, 

Up in the broad fields of the sky : 

There I suck the liquid air OS' 

All amidst the gardens fair 

Of Hesperus, and his daughters three 

Tliat sing about the golden tree : - 

Along the crisped shades and bowers 

Revels the spruce and jocund Spring ; i^Sr» 

The Graces, and the rosy-bosomM Hours, 

Thither all their bounties bring j 

There eternal Summrr dwells. 

And west-winds, with musky wing, 

About the cedar'n alleys fling i^9^> 

Nard and cassia^s balmy smells. , 

Iris there with humid bow 

M'aters the odorous banks, that blow 

45 * 



iie first edition of the Author's poems, printed in 1645} 
was prefixed the foliowi ng adFertisement of 

THE STATIONER TO THE READER. 

I is not any private respect qfgain^gentle Reader^ for the 
ktest pamphlet is nowadays more vendible than t/ie toorks 
iarnedest tnen; but it is the love I have to our own Ian- 
ge that hath made me diligent to collect and set forth 
i pieces, both in prose and verse, as may renew the wonted 
iur and esteem of our English tongue : and it'*s the worth 
hese both English and Latin poems, not the flourish qf 
prefxed encomiums that can invite thee to buy them^ 
igh these are not without the highest commendations and 
Utuse of the leamedest academics, both domestic andfo- 
n; a»d amongst those of our own country, theunpartUr 
i attestation qfthat renowned Provost of Eton, Sir Hen- 
Wotton. I know not thy palate how it relishes such 
tties, nor how ^rmonious thy soul is / perhaps more tri- 
l airs may plecue thee better. But howsoever thy opinion 
pent upon these, that encouragement I have already re- 
ed from the most ingenious men in their clear and cour- 
ts entertainment qfMr. Waller* s late choice pieces, hath 
e more made me adventure into the world, presenting it 
h these ever-green, and not to be blasted laurels. The 
\hor^s more peculiar excellency in these studies was too 
I known to conceal his papers, or to keep me from attempt- 
to solicit them from him. Let the event guide itself 
ch way it will, I shall deserve of the age, by bringing into 
light, as true a birth, as the Muses have brought forth 
ce our famous Spenser wrote ; whose poems in these Eng- 
ones are as rarely imitated, as sweetly excelled. Reader, 
hou art eagle-eyed, to censure their worth, I am not fefir- 
to expose them to thy exactest perusal. 

Thine to command, 

HUMPH, MO^EL^Y. 



530 COMUS. 

Flowers of more mioglett hue 
Than her parfled scarf can shew ; 
Aad drenches with Elysian dew 
(List, mortals, if your ears he trae) 
Beds of hyacinth and roses, 
Where yoang* Adonis oft reposes, 
Waxing well of his deep wound 
In slumher soft, and or the ground 
Sadly sits th* Assyrian qtieen : 
But far ahove in spangled sheen 
Celestial Cupid, her famM son, admne^d, 
Holds his dear P»yche sweet entranc*d, 
After her wandVing labours long, 
Till free consent the Gods among 
Make her his eternal bride. 
And from her fair unspotted side 
Two blissful twins are to be born, 
Youth and Joy ^ so Jove hath sworn. 

But now my task is smoothly done, 
I can fly, or I can run, 
Quickly to the green earth's end. 
Where the bowM welkin slow doth bent^ 
And from thence can soar as soon 
To the comers of the moon. 

Mortals, that would follow me, 
l^ve Virtue ; she alone is free ; 
Site can teach ye how to climb 
Higher than the sphery chime ; 
Or if Virtue feeble were, 
|lca?'n itself would ;»taop la her. 



POEMS 

«EyEEAL OCCASIONS. 

I. 

ANNO JETATIS, 17. 

ON THE DEATH OF A FAIR INFANT, DYINO 

OF* A COrGH. 

I. 

-0 FAIREST flow'r, no sooner blown but blasted^ 

fioft silken primrose fading timelessljr, 

Smnmer^s chief honour, if thou hadst outlasted 

Bleak Winter^s force that made thy blossom dry ; 

For he, being amorous on tl^ lofely dye * & 

That did thy cheek enTermeil, thought to kiss, 
fiat kiird, alas ! and then bewaird his fatal bliss. 

II. 
P'or since grim Aqailo, his ol^urioteer, 
^ boistrous rape th^ Athenian damsel got, 
ie thought it toachM his deity full near, ] 

f likewise he some fair one wedded fiot, 
Miereby to wipe aw>7 th' infamoiui blot 
[>f long uncoupled bed, a^d ^ildlesseld, 
^'cjiy ^jpaongst the m««m Qq4S) ^^ioxiV xe^X^^^ii«^V>^v\ 
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111. 

So, mnimliiiK Bp in >cj-pcBH«4ear, 
Thnng'h middle mpire of the ricMiag air 
lie wander'd long:, till thee he (pr*!) fmm fir ; 
There ended mu hii qKM, Aen oeM'd hi* cnre : 
I>own he deMFRded Trora hii iRow-Mift chair, 

Bnl all nmraret, with hii eold-kind einbnee, 
(Inbou'd tb yrir^ia mdI fnnn her fuir hiding' [dace. 

IV. 
Yet art thnu not inglorioin in lb; fate ; 
FtirsaApnllaiirilhnmreeting' hand, 
WhiloD) did •!■; hit (learij-kiTed mate, 
YoDng'Hrseinth, bornoD Samlai' itrand ; 
Young Hjacinth, the pride of SpMtan land ; 

But then (reniromi'dluBi loap'irplp flower : 
Alack, that ui to change Ihee Winter hod DDpovorj 

Yet can I not pritnade Me thon art rtead, 
Or (hat (liy cone corrnpta in eaitfa'i dark womh, 
Or (hat Ui J lieautie* lie ip werny keil. 
Hid frnm the world in a low delved lamb ; 
Cnnid Henven forpitrlhceMitrictlj'dmn ■ 

Oh no! fnrionielhing intbjTace did ihiiic 

Abme ^oTtalilf, thatihow'ddiovmut divine, 

VI. 

Bemlre me then, oil sonl moat nirelj blast, 

(If ao it he that (hnu thne pleinta doit hear ;) 

Tel! me, bright Spirit, where'er Ihm boTereat, 

%Vhr>lhcr above thai hi^h flrat-maving' aphere, 

Or in Ih" Eljsinn fieldi, (ifanA them were ;) 

^ tib >a; me true, if thon nert mortal wig-lit, 

pad wbj from Di <a ipiiuVXj ftnu &UlU)L«'Cat t;^^ 



SEVERAL OCCASIONS 533 

VII. 

W«rt thou some gtar which from the ruin'd roof 

Of shakM Olympus by mischance didst fall ; 

Which careful Jo?e in nature^s true behoof 45 

Took up, and in fit place did reinstall ? 

Or did of late eartb^s sons besiegfe the wall 

Of sheeny Heav'n, and thou some Goddess fled 
Amongst us here below to hide thy nectai^d head? 

VIII. 
Or wert thou that just Maid, who once before 50 

Forsook the hated earth, O tell me sooth, 
And earnest ag^in to visit us once more ; 
Or wert thou that sweet-smiling- Youth? 
Or that crown'd matron sage white roVd Truth ? 

Or any other of that heavenly brood bb 

Let down in cloudy throne to do the world some jf ood ? 

IX. 

Or wert thou of the g-olden-winged host, 

Who, having* clad thyself in human weed, 

To earth from thy prefixed seat didst post, 

And after short abode fly back with speed, CO 

As if to show what creatures Heaven doth breed ; 

Thereby to set the heai-ts of men an fire 
To scorn the sordid world, and unto Heaven aspire? 

X. 

fiat oh! why didst thou not stay here below 

T«) bless us with thy heav^n-lov'd innocence, 65 

To slake his wrath, whom sin hath made our foe. 

To turn swift nishing black perditition hence, 

Or drive away the slaughtering pestilence, 

To stand *twixt us and our deserved smart? 

ftnt thou caast test perform thai offiae ivVv^i^ ^^^ ^"(V* "'^'^ 
Vol: III. 46 
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XI. 

Then thou, the mother of so sweet a child, 
Her false-imaginM loss cease tin lament, 
And wisely learn to curb thy sorrows wild ^ 
Think what a present thou to God hast sent, 
And render hhn with patience what he lent 3 
This if thou do, he will an offspring give, 
That till the world's last end, shall make thy name to li 

U. 

A19N0 iETATlS 19. 

At a vac€Uion Exercise in the college^ part Latimj par, 
glish. The Latin speeches endedy the Englisk tkm 
gan, 

HAIL, native language, that by sinews weak 
Didst move my first endeavouring tongue to speak, 
And mad^st imperfect words with childish tripe. 
Half unpronounced, slide through my infant-lips, 
Driving dumb Silence from the portal door, 
Where he bad mutely sat two years before ! 
Here I salute theft, and thy pardon ask. 
That now I use thee in my latter task : 
Small loss it is that thence can come unto thcc, 
I know my tongue but little grace can do thee : 
Thou needst not be ambitions to be first, 
Believe me I havu thithrr packM the worst : 
And, if it happen as I did forecast, 
The daintiest dishes shall be servM up last. 
J pray thee then deny mc not thy nid 
For this same small neglect iWl \ \sx9^ vxd&A\ 
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tee stmig-ht to do me once a pleasure, 
\y wardrobe brings thy diiefest treat ure, 
ew-faiigled toyi, and trimmiDg' slight 
s our late fontatUcs with delight ; 1M> 

«e richest robes, and gayest attire, 
>est spirit, and choicest wits desire. 
i naked thoughts that rove about, 
knock to bare their passage out ; 
of their place, do only stay 25 

ist deckM them in diy best array ; 
y may, without suq>ect or fears, 
to this fair assembly^ ears; 
ather, if I were to chnse, 
i in some graver subject use, 90 

y make thee seareh thy cofTers round, 
1 clothe my fancy in fit sound : 
* the deep transported mind m9y soar 
vjiieclijijig poles, and at Heaven's door 
d see each blissful Deity 3ft 

fore the thunderous throi^e doth lie, 
I what unshorn Apollo sings 
h of golden wires, wLilc Hebe brings 
:ectar to her kingly sire : 

iig through the spheres of watchful fire, 40 

regions of wide air next under, 
•f snow, and lofts of piled thunder, 
length how green-oy'd Neptune raros, 
i defiance musteiing all his waves ; 
of secret things that came to pass 45 

am Nature in her cradle was ; 
kings, and queens, and heroes old, 
c wise Deinjodocus once told 
songs at king Alcinou^* fe;)£t, 



{ 



59« K>EHS ON 

While Hui V[jmt$^ goul, and all tbe rett, 6$ 

Are held with hia melodioiu bannoigr 

In willing- chains, and iweet captivifj. 

But fie, mj wandVing Nnie, how thou dmtt stiay ! 

£xpectance calU thee now another way } 

Thou know^tt it miut be turn thy only hen) 56 

To keep in compan of thy predicament : 

Then quick about thy purposed businen oouie| 

TThat to the next 1 may resign my room. 

Then Ens is represented asjcither qfthe PredicanunUku Hpf 
soHSy whereof the eldest stoad/or Substance with his eait; 
nonsj which Ens, thus speaking^ expiaint, 

GOOD luck befriend thee, Son ; for, at fliy birth, 

The fairy ladies dancM upon the hearth ; fi| 

Thy drousy nurse hath s^vom she did them spy 

Come tripping- to the room where thou didpl lie| 

And, sweetly singing round aboqt thy bed. 

Strew all their blessings oq thy sleeping head. 

She heard them give thee this that thou shonldst itill 

From eyes of mortals walk invisible : ff 

Yet thf re is something that doth force my fear y 

For once it was my dismal hap to hear 

A Sibyl old, bow-beut with crooked age. 

That far eTents full wisely could presage, 7^ 

And ill timers long and dark prospcdive glass 

Foresaw what future days should bring to pass ; 

^' Your sou/' said she, (*' nor can you it prevent,] 

Shall subject be to many an Accident. 

O'er all his brethren he shall reign as king, 7f 

Yet every one shall make him underling ; 

And those that cannot Vive ^lomYativ ;)&\x\\^^t^ 
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Dngratefnlly shall strirc to keep him under ; 

|n worth and excellence he shall ont-gfo them, 

Yet, he'mg above them, he shall be below them ; 80 

From others he shall stand in need of nothing, 

Yet on his brothers shall depend for clothing. 

To find u foe it shall not be his hup ; 

And peace shall lull him in her flow*ry lap j 

Yet shall he li?e in strife, and at his door 85 

Devoaring war shall never cease to roar ; 

Yea, it shall he his natural properly 

To harbor those that are at enmity. 

\¥iiat pow'r, what force, what mighty spell, if not 

Ymir learned hands, can loose this Gordian knot ?" 90 

•y'he next Qaaniity and Qu&Vity spoke inprose^ then Kclatioii 

was called by his name, 

RIV^ERS, arise ; whether thou he the son 
Of utmost Tweed, or Oose, or Gulphy Dun, 
Or Trent, who, like some earth-born giant, spreatli 
Ilis thirty arms along th^ indented meads j 
Or sullen Mole, that runneth underneath ; 95 

Or Severn swiA, guilty of maidcu^s death } 
Or rocky Avon, or of sedgy Let;, 
Or coaly Tine, or ancient hallowM Dee ; 
Qr Humber loud, that keeps the Scythian^s name j 
Or medway smooth, or royal-tow'rcd Thame . 1 Ot) 

fThe rest was prose.] 
46 ♦ 
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III. 

ON THE MORNING. 

or 

CHRIST'S NATIVITY. 

Composed 16%. 

I. 

THIS is the mopth, and tbis the happy morq, 
Wherein the Sou of Heav'n's eternal kingf, 
Of wedded Maid and Virgfin Mother born, 
Our great redemption from above did bring ; 
For so the holy sages once did sing, 

That he our deadly forfeit should release, 
And with his Father work us a perpetual peace. 

That glorious form, that light unsufferable. 
And that far-beaming blaze of majesty, 
Wlierewith he wont at Heav^u^s high conneil-table 
To sit the midst of Trinal Unity, 
He laid aside ; and, here with us to be, 

Forsook the courts of everlasting Hay, 
And 6hose with us a darksoipe house of mortal clay. 

III. 

Say, heavenly Muse, ^all not thy sacred vein 
Afford a present to the infant God ? 
Hast thou no verse, no hymn, or solemn strain, 
To welcome him to this h\s new ^hode^ 
^ow while the ht»u\'n, by \\ie ^m\'%tft^mut)L\t<>^^ 
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Math took no print of the Approaching' light, 9() 

A.ihI all the spangled hosts keep watc^ in squadrons bright 1* 

IV. 
See, hoiy from far, upon the eastern road, 
Hie star-led wizards haste yv'ith odours sweet : 
O ran, prevent them with thj humble ode^ 
And lay it lowly at his blessed feet ; 25 

Hart* Uiou the honour first thy lord to gri'^^^ 

And join thy voice onto the angel quire, 
^rom oot his secret altar touch^<l with hallowM fire. 

THE HYMN. 

I. 

IT was the winter wild, 

While the Heav'n-born child 30 

All meanly >?mpt in the rude manger lies; 
Nature, in awe to him, 
Had doffM her g'audy trim 

With her great Master so to sympathise : 
It was no season then for her 35 

To wanton with the sun, her lusty paran|onc. 

II. 

Only with speeches fair 
Dhe wooe* the g'entle air 

To hide her guilty front with innocent snow ; 
And on her naked shame, 40 

Follttte with sinful blame, 

The saintly veil of maiden white to throw ; 
Confounded, that her Maker^s eyes 
^oald look so near upon her foal deformities. 
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HI. 

.But he, her fean to cense, 

Sent down the meek-eyM Peice ; 

She, crownM with olive gfreen, etme softly sIiiKb 
Down through die tnmingf sj^re, 
His ready harbing-er, 

With turtle wing the amorous dotids dividing; 
And, waving wide her myrtle wand, 
She strikes an universal peace through sea and |aik 

IV. 

Nor wflu*, or battlers sound 
Was heard the world around : 

The idle spear and shield urere high ap hung ^ 
The hooked chariot stood 
UnstainM with hostile blood ; 

The trumpet spake not to tiie armed throng ; 
And kings sat still with awful eye, 
A« if they s^ely knew their sovereign lord vaf by. 

V. 

Hilt peaceful was the night, 
Wherein the prince of light 

His reign of peace upon the earth began : 
The winds, widi wonder whist, 
Smoothly the waters kist, 

Whispering new joys to the mild oeean, 
Who now hath quite forgot to rave, 
fVl^ile birds of calm sit brooding on the charmed wi 

VI. 

The stars, with deep anulze, 
fizM in stedfiist gaze, 

ope way then ptcc\ot)& voSlmcdl^ \ 
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And will not take their flight, 
For all the morning light, 

Or Lacifer that often warnM them theooe ;. 
But ia their glimmering- orb^ did glow, 75 

Until tlwir Lord hiowelf bespake, and bjd them go. 

VIL 

And, thongh t^e shady gloom 
Had giren day her room, 

The ran himself withheM his wonted sp««d, 
And hid his head for shame, 80 

As his inferior flame 

The new-enlightenM world no more shonld need j 
He saw a greater sun appear 
Than hisbright throne, or burning axletree, could bsar. 

VIII. 
The shepherds on th,e lawn, 85 

Or e*ertiie point of dawa, 

Sat simply chatting in a rustic row ; 
.Ml little thought they then. 
That the mighty Pan 

Was kindly come in live with them below; 00 

Ferfaaps their lovps, or else their sheep. 
If as all that did their silly thoughts so busy keep. 

IX. 

When snch music sweet 

Their hearts and ears did greet. 

As never was by mortad finger strook ; 95 

Divinely warbled voice 
4iBwering the stringed noise, 

As all their soiiU in blissful rapture took : 
The air, such pleasure lotl^ to lose, 
With thousand echoes still prolongs e«LcViVi<iAN^t\^ ^wr.. \^^ 
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X. 

Nature that heard such sound) 
Beneath the hoHow rooiid 

Of Cjnthui^s seat, the airy reg>ion tfanlHogr, 
Now was alnoit won 
To think her part was done, 

And thai her reig'n had here hs last falfiUingf ; 
She knew sach harmony alone 
Could hold all UeaT*n and earth in happier m^i^. 

XI. 

At last snjTOunds their sight 
A globe of ctrcalar light, 

That with long beams the sh^me-facM night amy'd j 
The helmed oherabim, 
And sworded ser^him, 

Are seen in guttering ranks with wings dispta^d 
Harping in lond ^nd solemn quire, 
^ith unenpresiMi^e notes to Heaven's new-bom Heir. 

XII. 

Such music (as Yis said) 
Before was never made, 

But when uf old the sons of morning sung. 
While the Creator great 
His constellation set, 

And tlie well-tEalancM world on hinges huqg ; 
And cast the dark foundations deep, 
And bid the weltering waves their oozy channel k^fp. 

XIII. 

Ring out, ye crystal Spheres, 
Once bless our human cars, 

(1/ ye iiavc powV to tofljph our senses so :^ 
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ynur silver chime 
melodious time ; 

et the base of Hea?*n*8 deep orgun Mow ; 130 

tfa yoor ninefold harmonj, 
> full concert to th* ang-clic symphony. 

XIV. 

nchholyson^ 

our fancy long, 

will run back, and fetch th* ag^e of gt>1d ; 18f> 

ickled vanity 

;ken soon and die, 

^rons Sin will melt from earthly mould : 

11 itself will pass away, 

\,re her dolorous mansions to th6 peerii^ day. 140 

XV. 

'ttth and Justice then 
wn return to men, 

1 in a rainbow ; and, like gloriies' wearingr, 
will sit between, 

I in celestial sheen 145 

radiant feet the tissuM clouds down steering'.; 
»v*n, as at some festival, 
•en wide the gates of her high palace hall. 

XVI. 
iest Fate says no, 

nst not yet be so, 150^ 

babe yet lies in smiling infancy, 
a the bitter cross 
?deem our loss ; 
oth himself and us to glorify : 

t, to those ychainM in sleep, 155 

ikeful trump of doom must thunder through the Jeep ; 



XVII, 
Widi Midi « horrid etang 
AlOBBouBlSiHi rang', 

While (be ml fire and iinaiddering' cloodi out bcslt 
TheagYil ciutbatchMt, 
Wj(b terror of thai blaM, 

Shall (ron the anrlac* to the crMre (hake ; 
Wheo, at the naM'i liul acHioa, 
The ilmuUiil iuige iu niddle air •faalJ ipread hit tb 

XVUI. 
Andlh^natlaMonrriliu 
Pall and perfect n, 

But aim begiiu ; fiir, from thit bappj day, 
Th' old UniifUD, undci ground 
In Mmiier limiU honud, 

Nut hiilf M far iHuli bis luurpnl may ; 
And, wrolh lo see hia kiiigiliitu fail, 
Swiudget the acaly horror of bii folded lail. 



Sum ilmng'b the utdi'd roof ia nstdt deceiving-. 
Apolln fioHi hu nhriae 
Cm no laore divine. 

With holliiiT liiricL Ihe ite.'p nf I)Klph» leaving 
No nighllf (rancp, or brcBlhol s|>i'll, 
In^Hi'i the psitf-py'd prieM from Iht propbctie cell. 



rcpiiig heaiil aad loud lanenl^ 
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FwiB hftantf^d spring' and dale, 

tdg*d with poplar pale, IBS» 

The parting* Genius is with sighing sent ; 
With flower-inwaven tresses torn 
The Njmphi in twilight shade of tangled thickets mourn. 

XXI. 

Ib eQDsecrnted earth, 

And on the holy hearth, 196 

The Lars, and Lemures, moan with midnight plaint -, 
In umt, and altars round, 
A drear and dying sound 

Affrights the Flamens at their service quaint; 
And H&e chill marble seems to sweat, 196 

While each peculiar PowV forgoes his wonted seat. 

xxu. 

Feor and Badlim 
Forsake their temples dim, 

With that twice.batter'd God of Palestine j 199 

And mooned Aslitaroth, 
HeayVs queen and mother both, 

Vow its not girt with tapers* holy shine ^ 
The Libre Hammon shrinks his horn. 
Id train the Tyiian maids their wounded Thammuz moilVn. 

XXIIL 

And mllen Moloch fled, 20& 

Oath left in shadows dread 

His burning idol all of blackest hue ^ 
la vain with cymbals* rin^; 
They call the grisly king, 

199. " That twice-battered Qod o^Pfl/wfine ;".... Dagon, 
(rat battered by Kamsoa then by the ark •£ Ood. 
Vol. m, 47 
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In disinftl danc<r about the fiirDace itli:> ^210 

The bratbh Gods of Nile as fast, 
Uii, aud Oros, and the dog Anobis hast« . 

XXIV. 

Nor is Oikiris seen 

In Memphian grore or grreen, 

Tramplinsf the unshnirVd grass with lowiilgi louJ,: ^^^^^ 
IS&r can he be at rest 
Within his sacred chest y 

Nought but profoondest Hell can be his shroud ; 
In vain with timbreFd anthems dark 
The sablc-ftoled soreerers bear bis worshippM ark. * ^0 

XXV. 

He feels from Jnda'^s land 
The dreaded Infantas hand. 

The rap of Bethlehem blind his dusky eyn ; 
Nor all the Gods beside 
Longer dare abide, 

NotTpyhon huge ending in snaky twine : 
Our babe, to show his GodheiM true, 
Can in hio swaddling bands control the dadnned crewi. 

XXVI. 

So, whrn Ihc sun in bed, 
Ciirtiiiird with clomly red, 

Pillows his chiu upon au orient w'ave, 
I'ht* (hicking shadows pale 
Troftp to th' infernal jtiil, 

Dnrh fotti^r^d ghost slips to his several gmrc; 
A lid iho yellow-skirted faycs. *2Ji 

^J^y *^f^'*''* *'^*" ^liifbt-steods, leavinnr fhoV moan-lov'd ma/**. 
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XXVil, 

itot sec, the Virgfin ble«t 
lluth laid her Babe to rest ; 

Time is oar tedious soug^ should here have endiD(» j 
lleavVsyoungfest-teemed star 5^0 

lloth fixM her polisVd car, 

Her sleeping' Lord with handmaid lamp attending* : 
And all j^nt the courtly stable 
Dright-hamessM Angpels sit in order serviceable. 



IV. 



THE PASSION. 

I. 
HREWIIILE of music, and ethereal mirth, 
Wherewith the stage of airaud earth did ring, 
And joyous news of heavenly Infants birth, 
My muse with Angels did divide to sing; 
But headlong joy is ever on the wing, 

In wintry solstice like the shortenM light, 
fiKton swallowM up in dark and long oul-living night. 

n. 

Far now to sorrow must I tune my song, 

Aijid set uiy harp to notes of saddest woe, 

Which on our dearest Lord did jeize ere long, 10 

Dangers, and snares, and wrongs, and worse than so, 

Which he for us did freely undergo : 

. Most perfct Hero, tr>'M in heaviest plight 

Of labours huge and hard^ too hard for human yv'ighX ! 
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111. 
lie, sov^reigfD Priest, stooping his regal head, 1ft 

ThiU dropt with odoroas oil down his fair eyeb. 
Poor fleshy tabernacle entered, 
His starry front low-rooft beneath flie skies : 
O what a mask was there, what a disguise ! 

Yet more -, the stroke of death he must abide, fO 

llien lies him meekly down last by his br(.thren*s side. 

IV. 

These latest scenes confine my roving verse j 
To this horizon is my Phoebus bound j 
Hib godlike acts, and his temptations fierce, 
And former sutierings, other where are found ; 85 

Loud o^er the rest Cremona's trump doth sound j 

Me softer airs befit, ajid softer strings 
Of lute, or viol still, more apt for mournful things. 

V. 

Befriend me, Night, best patroness of grief ; 

0('t'r the pole thy thickest mantle throw, SO 

And work my flattrr'd fancy to belief, 

7 hdt Heaven and Earth aic coloured with my woe; 

My s ):-ruws are too dark for day to h now : 

't he leaves should all be black whereon I write, 
And lettersi where my tears have washM, a wanoish whiti>. 

VI. 

See, see the chariot, and those rushing wheels, 98 

That whirlM the Prophet up atChebar flood -, 
My spirit some transporting cherub feels, 

26 " Cretnona^s trump doth sound;.... alluding to the 
Christiad of Vida^ a native of Cremoua. 
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To bfsr me where the tow'rs of Salem stoud, 

Onoe glorioin tow^n, now sunk in gniltleM blood -y ^1 

There doth my soul in holy viaion sit, 
In pemive trance, and angUMb, and •cstatic fit 

VII. 
Mine eje hath foand that tad aepHTcbral rock 
That was the caaketof HeavVs richest store, 
And here though grief my feeble hands op looky io 

Yet on the softenM qnarry would 1 score 
My phuning verse as lirely as before ; 

For sore so well instmcted are my tears, 
That they would fitly fall in orderM characters. 

VIII. 
Or shonld I thence, hurried on viewless wing, M 

Take up a weeping on the mountains wild, 
The gentle neighbourhood of grove and spring 
Would soon unbosom all their echoes mild, 
And I (for grief is easily beguiPd) 

Might ^ink th* infection of my sorrows hmd bh 

Had got a race of mourners on some pregnant cloud. 

is subject, the Author finding to be above the years 
he had, when he wrote it, and nothing satisfied with 
ffhst wwbcgup, left it unfinished. 
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V. 

ON TIME*. 

FLY, enyioiu Time, till tbou ran out thy race \ 
Ciill an the loz}' If aden-stepping hoon, 
Whose speed is hat the heavy plmnmet^ pac« ; 
And ^Int thyself with what thy womb devours^ 
Which is no more than what ii false and mini A 

And merely mortal drou ; 
So little is our loib, 
So little is thy gttin ! 

For when as each thiner bad thon hast ehtmnV<l^ 
And last of all thy greedy self consumed, lH 

Then long* Eternity shall freet our blisa 
With an indiridiial kiss; 
And Joy shall overtake us as a flood, 
When every thinip that is sincerely g^ood 
And perfectly divine, 1)6 

Witli truth, and peace, and love, shall ever shine 
About the supreme throne 
Of him, t* whoHii happy-maVing* sigfht albae 
When once oumhemv^nly-gnided sonl shall dimb; 
Then, all this earthly gfrossuess quit, S9 

* In these poems where no date is prefixed, and na 
circumstances direct us to asnertaiu the time when 
tliey were composed, we follow the order of Mihoo^ 
own editions. And before this copy of verses, it ap- 

0M^ ffom the manuscript, that ^e poet hadwritt^B 

^^Tfc sei on a chck-raif^,. 



^v • 
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Altii^d wift nm, wtt dull fvreimr ii^ 



■VL • 
|]VON THE dRCllllClin^ 
s9 WMKmit^ Pbip n^ni ivIm|(M vnurkrft 1ir||fli|^ 

Tl tf f i ^ l i the rtft iHiatte hfiSk fUtmvii tfgt^y 5 

»irMww}»MI|»****Miill<liiliiiiTHiif-'i 

faoa odf-ifil 

9nM«see«liiifir'fiiM;W^ ' - • 15 

MlJiW ittdW$%'«airttiiiHHHttfliM ' ^'' 

il^wey b7 riiflitrttl doom re^flyN^ " " '* ' 

jfttHi htt in deatii, till lie Uiat dwelt sM^ - 

iM|dtlH4r«'atcov6iiMtfWlli«l^ 7> 

Awt wi^ obedimci; fin^'^fHlh VriMf^| AA^ ^ 
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This day ; but O, ere long-, 
fluge ifVkg9 an4 strong' 

Will pierce more near his hearf. 



VII. 

AT A SOLEMN BlUSlC. 

BLEST pair of Syrent, pledges of Heav'n's joy, 
Sphere born harmonious sisters. Voice and Ver«e, 
Wed yonr divine sounds, and mix*d piJwV employ 
Dead things with inbreathM sense able to pierce; 
And to onr high.rai8M phantasy present 
That undisturbM song of pure consent, 
Aye sang before (ke sapphire-colourM throne 
To him that sits thereon, 
With saintly shout, and solemn jubilee ; 
Where the bright Seraphint, in burning row> 
Their loud-uplifted ajigeUtrampets blow ; j 

And die cherubic host, in thousand quires, 
Tpnch their immortal harps of golden wires, 
With those just Spirits that wear yictorious palms, 
Hymns devout and holy psalms 
Singing everlastingly : 
That we on eartii, with undiscording voice, 
May rightly answer that melodious noise ; 
As once we did, till disproportion^ sin 
JarrM against nature^s chime, and with harsh din 
k Broke the fair music that all creatures made 
wTo their great lord, whose \ovel\i«\x moimswajM 
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In i|nt obedience, and tlieir state <»f good. 

O inay we soon ag-ain renew that snngy ^ 

And keep iti tune with Il«av'n, tiU God ere lon|f 

To hu celestial consoi-t tis unite, 

To Kre with him, and singp in endless mcfrn of Vigkt, 



VIII. 
AN EPITAPH 

ON THB 

MARCHIONESS OF WINCHESTER. 

THIS rich marble doth inter 

The honoiirM wife of Winchester, 

A ylscoant*!9 daiig'hter, an earPs heir, 

Betides what her virtues fair 

Added to her noble birth, 5 

Moie than she could own from earth. 

Sonuners three times eight save one 

She had told ; alas ! too soon, 

After so short time of breath. 

To house with darkness, and with detttb- I^^ 

Yet had the number of her days 

Bteea as complete as was her praise, 

Nature and Fate had hud no strife 

|q g'iving limit to her life. 

Her high birth and her graces swee^, 15 

Quickly found a lover meet ; 
The virgin quire for her request 
The Cod thntBiis at mairiage {e«&t*) 



V 
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Vr at their iuvokiiiij'.caine, 
JBut with a scarce well-lighted flame : 
And in his garland, as he stood ; 
Ye niiirlit discern a cypress had. 
Onc«' had tbi early matrons rim 
To greet her of a lovely son, 
And flow with second hope she goes, 
And culls Lucina to her throes ; 
But, whether by mischance or blame 
Atropos for Lucina came j 
4nd with remorseless craelty 
Spoil *d at once both fruit and tree : 
The hapless babe, before his birth, 
Had burial, ye.t not laid in earth ; 
And the langirishM mother*s womb 
Was not long a living tomb. 

So have I seen some tender slip 
8a vM with care from wiiiter^s nip, 
The pride of her carnation train, 
FluckM up by some unheedy swain-, 
Who only thought to cri>p the flow*f 
New shot up from vernal showV; 
But the fair blossom hangs the head 
Side- ways as on a dying bed, 
And those pearls of dew she wear^ 
Prove to be presaging tears, 
Which the sad morn had let fall 
On her hastening funeral. 

Gentle lady, may thy grave 
Peace and quiet ever have ; 
After this thy travel sore • 
Sweet n*st |e}ze thee evcnno^ 
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That, to give the world increasf , 

81|iiirt*ned hast thy own life's lease. 

Here, besides the sorrow! og* 

That thj noble house doth bring-, 

Here be tears of perfect moan 55 

Wept for thee in Helicoii ^ 

And some flowers, and some bays, 

For thy herse, io strew the ways, 

Sent thee from the banks of Came, 

JDeroted to t&y virtuous name ; 60 

Whilst thou, bright Skiint, high sitt'st in glory, 

Next her, much like to thee in story, 

That fair S3rrian shepherdess, 

Who, after years of barrenness, 

The highly favoured Joseph bore <ii^ 

To him that serrM for her before, 

And at her next birth, much like thee, 

Through pangs fled to felicity. 

Far within the bosom bright 

Of blazing Majesty and Light: 

There with thee, new welcome Saint, 

Uke fortunes may her soul acquaint, 

With thee there clad in radiant sheen, 

No marchioneK, but now a Queen, 
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Xlt. 

ANOTIIEIl ON THE SABIE. 

11ERK lieth one, \vIio did most tnily prove 
I'liHt he could never die while he conld move -, 
So hung- his destiny, never to rot, 
iVhile he might still jog- on and keep his trot, 
Made of sphere-metal, never to decay 
Until his revolntion was at stay. 
Time numbers motion, yet (withoot a crime 
^Gainst old truth) motion numl>erM out his time ; 
And, like an engine movM with wheel and weight. 
His principles being- ceasM, he ended straight. 
Rest, that gives all men life, gave htm his death, 
And too much breathing put him out of breath j 
Nor were it contradiction to affirm, 
Too long vacation hastienM on his term. 
Merely to drive the time away he sickened. 
Fainted, and died, nor would with ale be quickeu'd j 
<< Nay,** quoth be, on &Ss swooning bed out-stretch*d^ 
" If I may*nt cany, sure FII ne^r be fetched, 
But vow though the cAms doctors all stood hearers, 
For one carrier put down to make six bearers,** 
Ease was hii chief disease ; and, to judge right, 
He dyM for heaviness that his cart went light: 
His leisure told him that his time was come, 
And lack of load made his life burdensome. 
That ev*o to his last bripath, (there be that say%) 
As he Were pressM to death, he cry*d, more weight ^ 
But, had his doings lasted as' they were, 
lie had been an immortal carrier. 
UbedicBt to tbe moon be spent his daih 
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fal comae reciprocal, and had his fate '30 

l«lDkM to the mutual flowiug of the seas, 

Yc^ (strangfe to think) his wain was bis increase : 

Hit letters are deUverM all and gfone, 

plilj remains this superscription . 
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L'ALLEGRO. 

HENCE, Icpthed Melancholy, 
O/Ccrberos and blackest Miduig-ht born, 
InSljgian cave forlorn, 

^Mongvt horrid shapes, and shrieks, and sights unboly ! 
Rnd pi)t some uncouth cell, 5 

Where brooding Darkness spreads his jealous wings, 
A^d the night>rairen sings ; 

lliere under ebon shades, and low-browM rocks. 
At ragged as thy locks. 

Id dark Cimmerian dosert ^ver dyyell. }{) 

Bit come, tho«i Goddi^ss fair and free, 
In Ueftv*u yclepM Eiiphrusyne, 
And bjr men, heart-easing Mirth ^ 
Whom lovely Venus, at a birlh, 

With two sister Graces more, 1& 

To ivy-crowned ^cchus bore : 
Or whether (as s^uie snger sipgp) 
The frolic wind, that breathes the spring, 
Zephyr, with Aurora playing. 

As he wet her oi\ce a Maying j ^0 

There on beds of violets blue^ 
^f)^ frcsh-hlo'^tt roses washM iu deyr^ 
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Fiird her with thee a dang-hter fair, 
So biixom, blithe, and debonair. 

Haste thee, Nymph, and bring with tliee 
Jest, and youthful Jollity. 
Qnipc, and Cranks, and wanton Wiles, 
Nods, and Becks, and wreathed Smiles, 
Such as hang on Hebe^s cheek. 
And love to li?c in dimple sleek ; 
Sport that wrinkled Care derides, 
And lAughter holding both his sides. 
Come and trip it, as yon go, 
On the light fantastic toe ^ 
And in thy right hand lead with thee, 
The mountain nymph, sweet Liberty} 
And, if I give thee honour due. 
Mirth, admit me of thy crew, 
To live with her, and live with thee, 
In unreproved pleasures free; 
To hear the lark begin his flight. 
And singing startle the dull nightf 
From his watch-tow> in the skies, 
Till the dappled dawn doth rise ; 
Then to come, in spite of sorrow, 
And at my window bid good morrow, 
Through the sweet-briar, or the vine, 
Or the twisted eglantine : 
While the cock, with lively din. 
Scatters the rear of darkne^ thin ; 
l^^nd to thf stack, or the barn-door, 
^j^Qtty struts his dames before : 
mlist'uing how the hounds and horn 
jKeriy TQi^ the KlanibViag uiorn^ 
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yrmn tbe side of some hjoar bill, f)& 

Through the hig-h wood echoitigf shrill : 

Sooie time walking, not iinsecu, 

Bjr hedgfe-row elms, on hillocks green, 

Right against the eastern gate, 

W)iere the great sun begins his state, 60 

Rob^d in flames, ai)d amber light, 
The clouds in thousand liberies dight j 

Whf le the plowman, near at band. 

Whistles o'er the furrowed land, 

And tlve milkmaid singe^tb blithe, 65 

^d the mower whets his scythe, 

And every shepl^erd tells his tale 

Under the haf^tborn in the dale. 

Straight mine eye hath canght new pleasufeS) 

Whflst the landslf^ip round it measures, 70 

Rimset law OS) and fallows gray, 

Where the nibbling flocks do stray; 

Mountains, on whose barren breast 

ThelaVring clonds do often rest; 

Meadows trim with daisies pied, 75 

Shallow brooks, and rivers wide : 

Tawers and battlemenjts it see^ 

BosomM high in tufted trees, 

Where perhaps some beauty lies, 

The cynosure of neighbVing eyes. 80 

Hard by a cottage chimney sn^okes, 

from betwixt two aged oaks, 

Where Corydon and Thyrsis, met, 

Are at their savory dinner set 

80. «« Cynosure qfneigWring eyes.^ U|e po^e star, in the 
Xei9cr })eaT. . 



These delig-hts if thou canst g'ive, 
Mirth, with thee 1 w»ean to live. 



XIV. 

IL PENSEROSO. 

I1£NCE, vain deludiDg jo}-8, 

Tbe hropd of Folly without futher hredl 
How little you bested, 

Or fill the fixed mind wiUi all youf toys ! 
Ihrell in some idle bruin, 

And fiincies fond with g^audy shapes popseiBfy 
As thick and i)uniber|e8s 
As the gay motes that people the sun-beams ; 
Or likest hovering dreams, 

The fickle pensioners, of Moqjheus^ train. 
"Bnt hail, thou Goddess, sa^e fiud holy^ 
Hail, ^irincst Melancholy { 
Whose saintly visage is too bright 
To hit the $ense of human sight. 
And therefore to our weaker view 
O^er-laid with blac{c, staid Wisdom^s hue j 
Black, but such tfi in esteem; 
Prince Menimon^s sister might beseem, 
Or that starrM Ethiop queen that strove 
^JbMtherbeauty^s praise above 
^^^Mii-Nymphs, an4 their powVs ofiendfid : 
^B art higher far descended : 

fflM starred BtHop $'U«eA^...t,....C8ssiope 
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Slue bright-hftirM Vesta, \oug o£yoT9f 

To tolitary Satum bore ^ 

fin ibagffater she ^ (in Saturn^s reign, 25 

^1^ mixture was uot held a staiD :) 

Oft in glinmering bowers and glades 

He met her, and in secret shades 

Of woody Ida^s inmost grove, 

Whilst yet there was no fear of Jove. dO 

Come, pensive Nun, devout and pure, 

Sober, stedfast, and demure, 

An in a robe of darkest grain, 

flowing with majestic train, 

Aad sable stole of Cyprus lawn, 36 

Orerthy decent shoulders drawn. 

Ceme, but keep thy wonted state, 

With even step, and musing gait, 

And looks commercing with the skies. 

Thy nqvt soul sitting in thine eyes : 40 

Tbere, held in holy passion still, 

Foi^et thyself to marble, till 

With a sad leaden downward cast 

IImni fix them on the earth as fast : 

And join with thee calm Peace, and Quiet, 45 

Spare Fast, that oft with Gods doth diet, 

And hears the Muses in a ring 

Aj0 round about Joy^^s altar sing : 

And add to these retired Leisure, 

That in trim gardens takes his pleasure : 50 

Bat first, and chiefest, with thee bring, 

Him thfit yon soars on golden wing, 

Gaidinji' the fiery-wheeled throne, 

The <shemb Contemplation ; 

And f;be mqle Siienee hist aVonj^ ^ 
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Lets Philomel wiH deign a song, 

In her sweetest, saddest pliglit, 

Smoothing the ragged brow of night. 

While Cynthia checks her dragon yoke. 

Gently o'er th' accustomM oak : W 

Sweet bird, that shunn^st the ncyse of folly, 

Most musical, most melancholy ! 

Thee, chauntress, oft, the woods among, 

I woo, tu liear thy e?en-8ong : 

And, missing thee, I walk unseen A 

On the dry smooth^haFen green, 

To behold the wandVing moon, 

Kiding near her highest noon, 

I.ike one that had l^ecn led a^ray 

Throngh the ileuvVs wide pathless way ^ 79 

And oft, as if^er head she bowM, 

Stooping through A fleecy cloud. 

Oft, on a plat of rising groynd, 

I hear the far-off ourfeu sound, 

Over some widc-vvaterM shore, W 

Swinging slow with sullen roar : 

Or, if the airw^ll not permit, 

Some still removed place will fit, 

Where glowing embers through the room 

Trach light to counterfeit a gloom J W 

Far from all resort of mirth. 

Save the cricket on the hearth, 

Or the belumn's drowsy charm, 

To bless the doors from nicfhtly harm.- 

Or let my lump at midnight hour, 8& 

Bf seen in some high lonely tow'r, 

Where I may oft out-watch thi; iJear, 

With fhf ice-great Hcrm(»8, or unspV^vrr. 
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The spirit of Plato, to unfold 

Wiiat worlck or what vatt regions hold 9P 

The immortal mind, that hath fonook 

Her mansion in this fleshly nook : 

And of those demons diat are foand 

In fire, air, flood, or under ground^ 

iC^hoie power haCh a true consent ib 

With planet, or with element 

Sometime let g-orgeous Tragedy 

In leeptef'd pall come sweeping by^ 

Presenting Thebes, or Pelops' line,' 

Or the tale of Troy divine ; 100 

Or what (though rare) of later age 

Ennobled hath the bnskinM stage. 

. BatX> sad Virgin, that thy power 

Might rai^ Musseos Arom bis bower f 

Or hid the soul of Orpheus sing tOfs 

Such notes, as, warbled to the string, 

Brew iron tears down Pluto's cbttek, 

And mstde Hell grant what love did seek h 

Or call up hhn that left half-told 

The story of Cambincan bold, tjfi 

Of Camball, and of Algarsife, 

And who had Canacte to wife. 

That own*d the virtuous ring and glassy 

And of the wond'rons horse of brass. 

On which the Tartar king did ride; 115 

And if aiight else great bards besida 
In sage and solemn tunes haye sung, 

Of tumeys, and of trophies hung, 

bf forests, and enchantments dreary 

Wfa^re more is meant than meets the ear. ^^ 

Thus nightoft see me in thy pale caxeeVv 
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Till civil-tnited morn appear, 
Not triekM and fmnnc'd as iilie wont 
With the Attick boy to hunt, 

But bercheft in a comely cloud, Ut 

While rockingf winds are piping lmid« 
Or usherM with a shower still, 
^lien the fi^nst hath blown hit fill, 
Ending on the mstling- leaves. 

With minute drops from off the evfti^ UO 

And when the sun begins to fling 
His flaring beams, me, Goddess, iMring 
To arched walks of twilight, groves, 
And shadows, brown, that Sylvan loves, 
Of pine, or monumental fnik, 19 

Where the rnde axe, witit heaved stroke, 
Was never heard the Nymphs to dannt. 
Or fright them from their hallawM haunt. 
There in close covert by •one brook, 
^here no prufaner eye may look, 149 

Hide me from day's garish eye. 
While the bee with honied thigh, 
That at her flowery work doth sing, 
And the waters murmuring. 
With such consort as they keep, 
Entice the dewy-feather*d sleep ; 
And let some strange mysterious dreun 
Wave at bis wings in airy stream 
Of lively portraiture displayM 
Softly on my eye-lids laid 
And, as I wake, sweet music breathe 
Above, about, or underneath. 
Sent by some spirit to mortals good, 
Or th* unseen genius o{ the wood. 
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Biit let my doe feet never foil 155 

To walk the studious cloysten pale. 
And lore the higfb-emhowed rool^ 
WMi antic pillars massy proof, , 

And storied windows richly digbtt, 

Cbsting a dim religfioos lig-ht : 160 

There let the pealingr organ blow. 
To the foll-ToicM qnire helow, 
lajsenrioe high, and andiems clear, 
As may with sweetness, through mine ear, 
Dimoke me into ecstasies, 161 

And hring all Heaven before mine eyes. 

And may at last my weary age 
Fiad oat the peaceful hermitage, 
Hie hairy gown and mossy oell, 

Where I may sit and rightly spell 170 

Of eyery star that Heay^n doth shew, 
And eyery herb that sips the dew ; 
im old experience do attain 
To something like prophetic strain. 

These pleasures, Melancholy, givci 175 

And I with thee will choose to lire. 



Vot, III. ^ 
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XV. 

ARCADES. 

Part of an Entertainment preaented\to the Cm 
•gvrq/* Derby at Harefield^ by some noble pen 
family f who appear on the scene in pastoral ha 
toward the seat qf state with this Song, 

I. SONG. 

IjOOK, Nymphs and Shepherds, look, 
What sndden blaze of majesty 
li that which we from hence desciy, 
Too divine to be mistook : 

This, this is she 
To whom our vows and wishes bend ; 
Here our solemn search hath end. 
Fame, that, her high worth to raise, 
SeemM erst so lavish and profuse, 
We may justly now accuse 
Of detraction from her praise; 
Less than half we find exprest, 
Envy bid conceal the rest. 
Mark, what radiant state she spreads, 
^^^fe^Me round her shiningf throne, 
l^^^^vy her beams like silver threads ; 
lb It she alone, 
wBke a goddess bright) 
Jib oentre of her light. 
ilfce tl^e'wise Latona be, 
^Imr^nd Cyliele, 
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Mother of a hnndred Godii ? 
Juno dares not give her odds 3 

Who had thoaght this dime hod held 

A deity so unparallerd ? / 2& 

Ai^ tkep casM Jwward^ the Qemm qf ike wood appear. t 
amd turning toward them^ speaks. 

OBRIUS. 

>^STAY, gentle Swains, for, though in this disgniw, 

I«ee hright honour sparkle through jour eyes; 

Of famous Arcady ye are, and sprung 

Of that renowned flood, so often sung, 

Divine Alpheus, who by secret sljiice 30 

Stole under seas to meet.hisArethuse } 

And ye, the breathing roses 9f the wood, 

JPair silver-busk in*d Nymphs, as great and good^ 

I know this quest of yours, and free intent, 

Was all in honour and devotion meant "^5 

To the great mistress of yon princely shrine, 

Whom with low reverence I adore as mine ; 

And, with all helpfol service, will comply 

To further this night*s glad sol^mnity ; 

And lead ye where ye may more near behold 40 

What shallow-seaivhing Fame hath lef]t untold 3 

Which I full oft apiidst these shades alone. 

Have sat to wonder at, and gaze upon : 

For know, by lot from Jove I am the power 

Of this fair wood, and live in oaken bower, A9 

To nurse the saplings tall, and curl the grove 

With ringlets quaint, and wanton windings wove. 

And all my plants I save from nightly ill 
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Of iKitR.«ni<» winds, and blastingVapours chill: 
A:ia ir:ii\ ;hc boughs brush of the evil dew, ^ 

An<l heal the harms of thwarting' thunder blue, 
Or what the cross dire-looking* planet unites, 
Or hurtful worm with cankered Tenom bites. 
When e?ening grey doth rise, 1 fetch ray round 
Orer the mount, and all this hallowed ground : S6 

And early, ere the odorous breath of mom 
Awakes the slumbVing leares, or tassellM horn 
Shakes the high thicket, haste 1 all about, 
Number my ranks, and visit every q[>rout ' 

With puissant words, and mnrmnrs made to blcHL 00 

But else in deep of night, when drowsines 
Hath lockM up mortal sense, then listen I 
To the celestial Syrens* harmony. 
That sit upon the nine infolded spheres, 
And sing to those that hAld the vital shears, 65 

And turn the adamantine spindle round, 
On which the fate of Gods and men is wound. 
Snch sweet compulsion doth in music lie, 
To lull the daughten of necessity. 

And keep unsteady nature to her law, 70 

And the low world in measured motion draw 
After the heavenly tune, which none can hear 
Of human mould, with gross unpnrged ear ; 
And yet such music worthiest were to blaze 
The peerless height of her immortal praise, 75 

Whose lustro leads us, and for her mo«t fit, 
If my inferior hand or voice could hit 
Inimitable sounds : yet, as we go, 
WhatVr the skill of lesser Gods Qin show, 
7 wiU a«say, her worth to celebrate, 80 

Aad so attend ye toward Vict g\\\tem^ itoXft^ 
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IVbere ye may all, that are of noble stem, 
approach, and kiss her sacred vesture's hem. 

II. SONG. 

[TER the smoo& enaraellM g/een, 

Where no print of step hath been, €5 

Follow me, as I sipg 

And touch the warbled string* 
Under the shady roof 
Of branching elm star proof. 

Follow me ; ^ 

\ will bring you where she sitS) 
DIad in splendour as befits 

Her deity. 
Such a rural queen 
%11 Arcadia hath not seen. ^ 

III. SONG. 

*iYMPHS and Shepherds, dance no rnoH) 

By sandy Ladon^s lilied banks 5 
>n old Lycaeus, or Cyllene hoar,. 

Trip no more in twilight ranks ; 
rhongh Erymanth your loss deplore, 100 

A better soil shall gire ye thankf. 
^m the stony Maenalns 
)ring your flocks, and live with us j 
lere ye shall have greater grace, 

To serve the lady of this place. 105 

rhough Syrinx your Pan's mistress werf^ 
i^t Syrinx well mMfht wait on her. 
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Soch a nirni queen 

All Arcadia hath not seen, y 



XVI. 

LYCIDAS. 

Jn this monody the author bewails a learned Friend, uf, 
nately drowned in his passage from Chester on the Iris 
1537, and by occasion fortels the ruin qfour conrupte 
gyy then in their height* 

YET once more, O ye Laurels, and once more 
Ye Mjrrtle? brown, with Ivy never sere, 
I come to pluck ypur herries harsh and crude, 
And, with forcM fingfers nide, 
Shatter your leaves before the mellowing' year: 
Bitter constraint, and sad occasion dear. 
Compels me to disturb your season due : 
For Lycidas is dead, dead ere his prime. 
Young: Lycidas, and hath not left his peer : 
Who would not sing for lycidas? he knew 
Himself to sing, and build th^ Idfty rhyme, 
He must not float upon his waf ry bier 
Vawept, and welter to the parching wind, 

the meed of some melodious tear. 

then, Sisters of the sacred well, 
beneath the seat of Jove doth spring ^ 
, Md somewhat loudly sweep the Mta\ng, 
\ with denial vain, and coy excuse : 
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With lucky words favour my destinM um 5 20 

And, as he passes, turn, 

And bid fair peace be to my sabie shroud. 

For we wcrenurst upon the self-same hill, 
Fed the same flock by fountain, shade and rill. 
Togfether both, ere the high lawns appearM 2& 

Under the opening eye-lids of the morn, 
We drove afield, and both together heard 
What time the gray-fly winds her sultry horn, 
JBatt*ning our flocks with the fresh dews of night, 
Oft till the star that rose, at evening, bright, 30 

Toi^^ard Heav^n^s descent had slopM his wesf ring wheel. 
Meanwhile the rural ditties were not mute, 
Temper^ to tb^ oaten flute; 
Rough Satyrs danced, and Fauns with cloven heel 
From the glad sound would not be absent long ; 35 

And old Damo^tas lovM to hear our song. 

fiut, O the heavy change, now thoo art gone, 
Now thou art gone, and never must return ! 
T}iee, Shepherd, thee the woods, and desert caves 
With wild thyme and the gadding vine oVrgrown, 40 

And all their echoes mourn : 
The willows, and the hazel copses green, 
Shall now no more be seen 
Fanning their joyous leaves to thy soft lays* 
As killing as the canker to the rose, 45 

Or taint-worm to the weanling herds that graze. 
Or frost to flowers, that their gay wardrobe wear, 
When firet the white- thorn blows 3 
Such, Lycidas, thy lois to shepherds^ ear. 

19. " So may some gentle Muie^\.,MvMi ill the mwculinf 
f^nd^rhete me9jm Poet, 
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Whf TL' utrrc >c, Nymphs, when the remorsclett dee] 
CloftM o'er the head of your lov'd Lycidas ? 
For neither were ye plftying* on the steep, 
Where yuurold bards, the famous Druidc, lie, 
Nor on the sha|^ top of Mooa highj 
Nor yet where Dera spreads her wizard stream : 
Ay me ! I fondly dream ! 

Had ye been there — for what coaldthat have dona 
What could the Muse herself that Orpheus bpre^ 
The Mum; herself, for her enchanting son, 
Whom universal nature did lament, 
When, by the rout fhaHtwde the hideous roar, 
Ills gory visage down the stream was sent, 
Down the swift Ilebrus to the Lesbian shore ? 

Alas! what boots it with incessant care 
To t<Mi(l the homely, slighted shepherd's trade, 
And strictly meditate the thankless Miise? 
Were it not better done, as others use, 
To sport with Amaryllis in the shade, 
Or with the tongies of Nersa^s hair ? 
Fame ia tlie spur that the 'clear spi'rit doth raise 
^Tiiut laist infirmity of noble mind) 
To scorn delights, and live laborious days; 
But the fair guerdon when we hope to find. 
And think to burst out iuto sudden blaze, 
(*oui(.'s the blind Fury with th' al^hnrred shears, 
And sliti thi; thiu-spun life. *' But not the praise,' 
Fhnbiis replied, and touched my trembling ears; 
'^ Fame is no plant that grows on mortal soil 
Nor in the glisOringfoil 
.Sot oil' to th' world, nor in bread tiimonr lies ; 



ty 
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But lives and spreads aloft by those pure ejes, 
And perfect witness of all-judging" Jove ; 
As be pronouuces lastly on each deed, 
Of so mueh fame in Heav*n expect thy meed.'* 

O fountain Arethnse, and thou honoured flood, 86 

Smooth-slid ingf Minciiis,crownM with vocal reeds! 
That strain I heard was of a hig-her mood : 
But now my oat proceeds, 
And listens to the herald of the sea 

That came in Neptune^s plea; 90 

He askM the waves, and askM the felon winds, 
What hard mishap hath doomM this gentle swain? 
And question^ every gust of rugged wings 
That blows from off each beaked promontory : 
They knew not of his story ; 95 

And sage Hippotades their answer brings, 
That not a blast was from his dungeon stiay^d ; 
The air was calm and on the level brine, 
Sleek Panope with all her sisters playM. 
It was that fatal and perfidious bark, 100 

Built in tb* eclipse, and riggM with curses dark, 
That sunk so low that sacred head of thine. 

Next Cdmus, reverend sire, went footing slow. 
His mantle hairy, and his bonnet sedge, 
Inwrought with figures dim, and on the edge 105 

Like to that sanguine flowV inscribM with woe. 
** Ah ! who hath reft (quoth he) my dearest pledge ?" 
JLast came, and last did go. 
The pilot of the Galilean lake; 
Two massy keys he bore of metals twain, 110 

89. " The herald of the ^ert .".... Triton. 
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Aod «U the nlo, *ad Ud tbuM hitlwr cHt 
Their belli, u j flmr'HIi of* tlwoMiad tmn. 
Ye rallejrt ]aw, irlwre dtc pild irhjipen lua 
Ofiliadei and oauloi) win^i, ud gnluBl^ l»i)pk^ 
On whoM /reth \wf tbe nrart riar ipwelj leoki j 
Thnrti hither all your qnaiot eaamdrd aTaa, 
Thnt DD ttie jTMD larf antk tbs haaiedilMwrari^ 
And pUTple all the grtMind with Tanal Itann. 

IM. " nMftaTtd«)ngm^-.,)b»«M<itTCfonBatiaf 
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Bring the rathe prinirose that forsaken dier, 

The tufted crow-toe, and pale> jessamine, 

The white pink, and the pansy freakM with jet,' 

The glowing* violet, 145 

The musk-rose, and the well-attirM woodbine, 

With cowslips wan that hang the pensive head, 

And every flower that sad cmbroideiy wears : 

Bid amarantus all his heauty shed. 

And daffadillies fill their cups with tears, lot ' 

To strew the laureat herse where Lycid lies. 

For, so to interpose a little ease, 

Let onr frail thoughts dally with false surmise. 

Ay me ! Whilst thee the shores and sounding seas 

Wash far away, wherever thy hones are hurPd, 155 

Whether beyond the stormy Hebrides, 

Where thon perhaps, under the wiielming tide, 

yi8it*stthe bottom of the monstrous world ; 

Or whether thou, to our moist vows deny^d, 

iMeep'st by the fable of Bellerus old, 160^ 

Where the great vision of the guarded mount 

Looks tow^ard Namancos and Bayona^s hold ; 

Look homeward. Angel now, and melt with ruth : 

And, O ye Dolphins, waft the hapless youth. 

Weep no more, wofiil Shepherds, weep no more, 165 

For Lycidas your sorrow is not dead. 

Sunk though he he beneath the watVy floor ^ 

8o sinks the day-star in the ocean bed, 

And yet anon repairs his drooping head, 

160. « The Fable of Bellerus old,'' ^c. the Bellerian pi o. 
roontory, or Land's end in Cornwall, near which is Mount St. 
if ichael, a fortress on a rock, named from a supposed vision 
<n* api^tioA of (St. Michael. 
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And tricks bis beams, and witb new spangled ore 
Flames in the forehead of the morning sky: 
So Lycidassank low, but noonted high, 
Through the dear night of him that walked th« wmvei 
Where, other groves and other strvamt along, 
With nectar pure hit ooey locks he laves, i 

And hears the nnexpretsive nnptial song. 
In the blest kingdoms meek of joy and love. 
There entertain him all the saints above, 
In solemn troops, and sweet aoeietief, 
That sing, and, singing, in their glofy more, 
And wipe the tears for ever from his eyes. 
Now, Lycidas, the shepherds weep no more ; 
Henceforth thon art the genins of the shore, 
In thy large recompense, and shah be good 
To all that wander in that perilous flood. 

Thus sang the uncouth swain to the oaks and rilb, 
WHiile the still mom went out with sandals grey 3 
He touchM the tender stops of various quills, 
With eager thought warbling his Doric lay : 
And now the sun had stretdhM out all the hills. 
And now was dropt into the western bay : 
At last he rose, and twichM his mantle blue : 
To-morrow to fresh woods, and pastures new. 



XVII. 

On the new Forcers of Conscience under the 

IjONG PARLIAMENT. 

BECAUSE you have thrown offyour prelate lord, 
And with stiff voyi* T«uoviuO^VA&\\V\n^^ 



SEVERAL OCCASIONS 581 

To seize the widowM whore Ploralky 

From them whose sin ye envied, not abhorr*d ; 
Dare ye for this adjure the eivH sword 

To force our consciences that Christ set free, 
And ride as with a classic hierarchy 

Taogrht ye by mere A . S. and Rotberford ? 
Sen, whose life, learning', faith, and pure intent 

Wonld have been held in high estttem wHh ¥mAf 10 

Most now he namM and printed heretics 
Ay shallow Edwards and Scotch what d*ye call : 

Bnt we do hope to find out all your tricks, 

Yoar plots and packing worse than those of Trent, 

That so the Parliament lt> 
Kay, with their wholesome and preventive shears, 
CHp your phylacteries, though bauk your cars ; 

And succour our just fears, 
When they Aall read tUa clearly iu your charg^e, 
NeW Presbyter is but olid Priest writ large. 20 



THE FIFTH ODE OF HORACE, Lib. L 

Quia multa gracilis te piier in ro^xk.,.. rendered almost word fox 
word without rhyme, according to the Latin jneasure^ av 
wear as the fangvage will permit. 

WHAT slender youth, bedew'd with liquid odours. 
Courts thee on roses in some plensaut cuve, 

^rrha? for whom bind'st thou 
In wreaths thy golden hair, 

flain in thy neatness ? O how oft shall ho ^ 

Oa ftiith and chungcd Gods complain, and -oas 

Roagh with black winds, and 8tonii& 

f^MwoBted shall admire '- 
Vci.. //f. ^^ 
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Who now enjoyt thee credulouiy all go\4. 

Who alwajB Tacant atway* amiable ' fi) 

Hopes thee, of flattering gales 

Unmindful. Hapless tiiey 
To whom thou untij'd seemV fair. Me, in My v«wM 
Pictare, the sacred wall declares t* have huog 

My dank and droppii^ weeds IS 

To the stem God of sea^ 



SONNETS. 
I. 

TO THE NIGHUNGALB. 

Q NIOBTTNGALE, that on jon bloomy spray ' 
Warblett mt eve, when all the woods are still ; 
Thou with fresh hope the lo^er^s heart dost fill. 
While the joilj hours lead on propitious May. 

Thy liquid notes that close the eye of day, 5 

First heard before the shallow cuckooes bill. 
Portend success in lo7e ; O if Jove^s will 
Have linkM that amorous power to thy soft lay, 

Vow timely sing, ere the rode bird of hate 
Foretel ray hopeless doom in some grore nigh ; 10 

As thou from year to year hast sung too late 

For my relief, yet hadst no reason why : 
Whether the Muse, or Love, call thee his mate. 
Both them I serve, and of their train am I. 

S 

II. 

DONNA leggiadra, il cui bel nome honora 

V herbosa val di Rheno, e il nobil varco \ 

fiene k colui d'ogni valore scarco, 

Qnal too spirto gentil non innamora \ 
Che dolcentente mostra si di faora .'> 

l>e sui atti soavi giamai parco, 

E i don', chc son d^aiuor saette ed aTc% 

tk o»de r alta fua virtu &*iB&or.\. 
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Qiinndo tti vaqfa parii, o lictn canti 
Cho nirivrr pussa duro nlpevtre legpno, 
Guardi ciuM*un a ff li occhi, ed a g\\ orecchi 

LViitmta, chi cli te si IruuVa indegno; 
Gratia mIh di su gii rag^lia, ioaali 
rbo*i disia amoroso al cuur tfMurecchi . 



in. 

QITAL in c«l1e aspro, al iiubriiuir di sera 
I/avezzii g^ovinetta pastorella 
Va bngfiiandnrherbettastraiiaebclla 
Che mal si ^pande a dimsata spera 

Fnor diaua niitia dma primavera, 
Cos! Amor meco insu la lingua snella 
Desta il fior noro di strania favella, 
Mentre io di te, vezzosamente aKera, 

Ornito, dal mio buon pepol iton inteso 
E'l bel Taiuiif i cangio col bel A mo. 
Amor Io volse, ed io a Taltrui peso 

Seppi ch^ Amor cosa mai volse iodamo. 
Deb ! fnss^il mio cuor lento e^l dam seno 
A chi piauta dal del si buou terrcno. 



CANZONE. 

KIDONSI donne e giovani amorosi 
M' accostandosi attorno, e percbe scrivi, 
Pf.rche til scri^i in lingua ignota e strana 
Versegrgiaiido d^ amor, e come fosr? 

Diniipf se la tua speme sia mai vana^ 
E de pcnsieri lom'igVior ttvmVYv 
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Cosi mi vran burlando, altri rivi 
Altri lidi f aspettan, ed altre onde 
Nelle cui verdi spoiide 

Spuotati ad hor, ad bor a la tna chmma 1 

L^mmortal gniderdon d* eterne (rmidi 
Perche alle spalle taeiOTerchia aoma? 
Canzon dirotti, e ta per me rispondi 
Dice mia Donna, eM saor dii\ i il mlo eaora 
Qne«ta e ling^ia di cni si yanta Amore. y* 



IV. 
DIODATI, e Cel dir6 con mara?iglia, « 

Qnel ritroso io cVanor q>regfgiar solea 

K de sQoi lacci spesso mi ridea 

Gia caddi, ov* huom dabbentaUior s^impiglta. 
Ke treceie d^oro, ne guancia vermiglia •> 

M'ahbaglian s:i, ma sotto nova idea 

JPellcgrina bdlezza cbeM cuor bea, 

Portameati alti booesti, e oelle cigtia 
Qarl sereno fiiig-or d^amabil nero, 

Parulc adoi-ne di liugua piu d*aiia, 1^) 

£^I cantar cbe di me^aso Pbemispero 
Traviar beu puo la faticoaa Lana, 
E degW occbi suoi aovrnta si gran fnoco 
Cbe rinccrar gli oreccbi mi fia poca. 



V. 

^ER certo i boi vnstrVcbi, Donna i^ia 
Kssrr ntm pn<> t-he non ^*an lo raio sol« 
^i mi j:«_'»cuntoii forte, noiiie ei suol*. 

V^r Virepfi ♦11 LiluacU' s^mT\a, 

l»0 *■ 
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Mentre un caldo vapor (ne senti prta) 
Da qael lato si spinge owe. mi duolei 
Che fone ananti iielle lor parole 
Chiamaa aoipir y io.non so die si sia : 

Parte rincbiiisa, e turbida si cela 
Scosso mi ii petto, « poi n^uscendo poeo 
Qnivi d* attomo o s^ay ghiaecia, o s^iagiela , 

Ma qnahtoa g\i oocbi giange a trovar loco 

Tutte le notti a me sual far pioveoe 

Finche mia Alba rivien colma di rose. 



VI. 

GIOYANE piano, e lettiplieette aroante 
Poi cIm ftigrgir ne stesso in dabbio seno. 
Madonna a Toi del mio cuor l*hmnil dono 
Fardirotoj io ceito a pnnre tante 

L*bebbi fedele, intrepido, costante, 
Die pensieri leggiadro, aooerto, eboono ; 
Qnando rugge il gnn mondo, e acocca il taono 
S*arma di se, e d* intero diamente : 

Tantodel forse,e d^inridia sicuro, 
Bi timori, e speranze, al popol use, 
Quanto dMngegno, e d^alto valor vago, 

E di cetra sonora, e delle muse : 
Sol troverete in tal parte men duio^ 
Ove Amor mise Pinsanabil ago. 



L- y 



w 
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VII. 

On his being arrived to the age qfXi.' 

How soon hath Time, the subtle thief of youth, 

StoFn on his wing my three and twentieth year ! 

My hasting days fly on with full career, 

Biit my late spring no bud or blossom shewHh. 
E^rhaps my semblance might dec«»ire the tnitb^ 5 

That 1 to manhood am nrri?M so near ; 

And inward ripeness doth mach less appear, 

That some more timely-happy spirits indnHh. 
Vet be it less or more, or soon or slow, 

It shall be still in strictest measure even IK) 

To that same lot, however mean or high, 
Toward which Time leads me, and the will of Heaven ^ 

All is, if I have grace to use it so, 

As ever in my great Task-Master^s eye. 



vin. 

Wlien the assault was intended to the City. 

CAPTAIN, or Colonel, or Knight in arms. 
Whose chance ou these de fenceress doors may seize. 
If deed of honour did thee ever please, 

Guard them, and him within protect from harms. 

Bie can requite thee ; for he knows the charms 

That call fame on such gentle acts as these, 
And he can spread thy name o*er lands and seas^ 
Whatever clime the sun*s bright cirde warms. 

Xift not thy spenr against the Mnses* bow*r: 
The great Emathiaa conqueror bid spare 10 

The house of PJjiduraSyWbeiitempVt* %XL<6L\«ff t 
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Went to the ground : and the repeated air 
Of sad Electra^K poet had the pow> 
To save the Athenian walls from rain bare* 



IX. 

TO A VIRTUOUS YOUNG lADY. 

iwlDY, that in the prime of earliest youth 
Wisely hast shnnnM the broad way and the grttUf 
And with those few art eminently seen, 
That labour up the hill of heavenly truth. 

The better part with Alary and with Ruth 
Chosen thou hast ; and they that overweea. 
And at thy growing virtues fret their spleen, 
No anger find In thee, but pity* and ruth. 

Thy care is fixM, and zealously attends 
To fill thy odorous lamp with deeds of light. 
And hope that reaps not shame. Therefore be sure 

Thou, when the bridegroom with his feastful friends 
Passes to bliss nt the mid hour of night, 
Hast gained thy entrance, Virgin wise aid ptlre^ 



X. 

TO THE LADY MARGARET LEY. 

jDAUGHTER to that good earl, once president 
Of £ngland*s council and her treasury, 
Who livM in both unstainM with gold or fee. 
And left them both, more in himself content, 

Till sad the breaking of that Parliament 
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Broke hitn, as that dishonest victory 
At Chseronea, fatal to liberty, 
Kiird with report that old man cloqaent. 
lioug-b later born than to have known the days 
Wherein yonr father flourished, yet by you, 10 

Madam, methinks 1 see him living yet -, 
to well your words his noble virtues praise, 
That all both judge you to relate them true, 
Ajid to possess them, bonoiirM Margaret. 



XI. 



On the detraction whickfoUowed upon my writing 
certain Treatises. 

i BOOK was writ of late calPd Tetrachordon, 

^And woven elose, both matter, form and style; 
The subject new : it walkM the town a while, 
NumVring good intellects ; now seldom porM on« 

)ries the stall-reader. Bless us ! what a word on b 

A title page is this ! and some in file 
Stand spelling false, while one might walk to Mile- 
End Green Why is it harder, Sirs, than Gordon, 

k)1kitto, or Macdonuel, or Galusp ? 

Those rugged names to our like mouths grow sleek, 10 
That would have madeQuintiiian stare and ^asp. 

rby age, like ours, O soul of Sir John Cheek, 
Hated not learning worse than toad or asp. 
When thou taught'st Cambridge, and king Edward Greek 
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XII. 
ON TIIE SAME. 

1 DID bnt prompt the a^e to quit their c1og3 
By the known rules of ancient liberty, 
When Rtraigiit a barbarous noise environs me 
Of owls and cuckoos, asses, apes, and dogfs : 

As when those hinds that were transformM to ftogt 
Raird atLatona*s twin-bora progeny. 
Which after held the sun and moon in fee. 
But this is 5*01 by castings pearl to hog^ ; 

That bawl for freed<^m in their senseless mood, 
And still rerolt when truth would set them free. 
Licence they mean when they "cry Libejly ; 

For %vho loves that, must first be wise andg>ood; 
But from that mark how far they rove we see^ 
Vor all this waste of wealth, and loss of blood. 



XIII. 
TO 3/2?. //. LAWESy 

ON THE PUBLISHING HIS AIRS. 

HARRY, whose tuneful aud welUmcasureM son^^ 
First tangfht our English music how to span 
Words with just note and accent, not to scan 
With Midas^ ears committing' short and long; 

Thy worth and skill exempts thee from the throng, 
W^ith praise enough for envy to look wan; 
To after age thou sliult be writ the mnn, 
That with smooth air could^st humour best our tongu 
Thou honour'stvetse,QLikA. xetw rnvksX-XevAV^x-mxi.^ 
To honour t\icc,\V\tYne6X.oiYVi«Vj>M*^vc^H 
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Thattuirst theic happiest lines in hymn, or storj. 
Dante shall give fame leave to set thee higfher 
Than his Casella, whom he wuoMto sing* 
Met in the milder shades of Purgfatoty. 



XV. 
TO THE LORD GENERAL FAIRFAX. 

FAIRFAX, whose naiue in arras through Europe tings^ 
Fillinjf each mouth with envy or with praise, 
And all her jealous mouarchs with amaze 
And rumonrs load, that daunt remotest kings; 

Tliy firm unshaken virtue ever brings 
Victory home, tiiough new rebellions raise 
Jhe'jr hydra headft, a^ui the faUe uot^ ^\f:^'o.^ 



XIV. 

On the religious memory qfMRS. CA THARINE THOM- 
SON^ my christianj'riendj deceased 16 Dec. 1646. 

When faith and love, which parted from thee never, 
Had ripenM thy just soul to dwell with God, 
Meekly thou didst resign this earthly load 
Of death, calPd life ; which us from life doth, sever. 

Thy works, and alms, and all thy good endeavour .0 

StayM not behind^ nor in the grave werJS trod; 
But, as Faith pointed with her golden rod. 
Followed thee up to joy and bliss for ever. 

Lore led them on, and Faith, who knew them best 
Thy handmaids, clad them o^er with purple beams 10 

And azure wings, that up they flew so drcst, 

And spake the truth of thee on glorious themes 
Before the Judge : who thenceforth bid thee rest, 
And drink thy fill of pure immortal streams. 
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Ilei lm>Ven league to imp their sei-pent wing;*. 
O yet a nobler task awaits thy hand, 

(For what can war, but endless war still breed ?) 10 

Till truth and right from violence be freed, 
And public faith clearM from the shameful brand 

Of public fraud. In vain doth valour bleed, 

While avarice and rapine share the land. 



XVI. 

TO THE LORD GENERAL CROMWELL. 

CROMWELL, our chief of men, who through a cloud, 
Not of war only, but detractions rude. 
Guided by faith and matchless fortitude, 
To peace and truth thy glorious way bast ploughed, 

A nd on the neck of crowned Fortune proud 9 

Hast rearM God\ trophies, and bis work punned, 
Whilt; Darweu stream, with blood of Scots imbnied, 
And Dunbar field resounds thy praises loud, 

And Worcester's laureat wreath. Yet much rrmains 
To coii((iiRr still \ peace hath her victories 1<f 

No has ri>no\vtrd than war : new foes arise 

Threat^iin^if to bind our souls with secular chains : 
Help u>f to save free coiuicience from the paw 
■Of hireliug- wolves, whose gospel is their maw^ 



XVII. 

TOfilR HENRY VANE THE YOUNGER 

VANE, yoiiujj in y^ars, hut in sajro counsel (>^^ 
J7jaii wlifwi a bot<i'r -< ualoi v.«> VVA 
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The helm of Rome, when gowns, not arms^ repellM 

Tlie fierce Epirot and the African hold ; 
Whether to settle peace, or to unfold 5 

The drift of hollow states hard to be spellM ; 

Then to adrise how war may, hest upheld, 

Move by her two main nenres, iron and gold, 
In all her equipi^e : Besides to know 

Both spiritaal powV and civil, what each means, 1 

What severs each, thou hast leamM, which few have done - 
The bounds of either sword to thee we owe : 

Therefore on thy firm hand Religion leans 

In peace, and reckons thee her eldest son. 



XVIII. 

On the late Massacre in Piemont. 

AVENGE, O Lord, thy slaughterM saints, whose bones 

Lie scatterM on the Alpine mountains cold ; 

Ev^n them who kept thy truth so pure of old. 

When all our fathers worshippM stocks and stones, 
Forget not: in thy book record their groans 5 

Who were thy sheep, and in their ancient fold 

Slain by the bloody Piemontese that rolPd 

Mother with infant down the rocks. Their moans 
The vales redoubled to the hills, and they 

To Heaven. Their martyrM blood and ashes sow 1^ 

0*tr all th* Italian fields, where still doth sway 
The triple tyrant; that from these may grow 

A hundred fold, who, having IcamM thy way, i^ 

Early may fly the Babylonian woe. 

Vot. iir 5^ 
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XLV 

ON HIS BUNDNESS. 

^'IIEN I consider how m}- lif;fbt is ^ut 
Ere half my dnys, in this dark world and wide, 
And that one talent, which is death to hide, 
LodgfM with me nselets, thougfh my soul more bent 

Tomrre therewith my maker, and present 
My tme account, lest he, returning, chide ; 
Doth God exact day labour, light jdenyM? 
1 fondly Hsk : But Patience, to prevent 

Til at uutrmur,soou replies, God doth not ueed 
Either man^s work, or his own gifts ; who bcbt 
Boar his mild yoke, they serve him best : his stot^ 

Is kingly ; thousands at his bidding speed. 
And post o*er land and ocean without rest -y 
They also serve who only stand and wazt« 



XX. 

TO MR. LAWRENCE. 

LAWRENCE, of virtuous father, virtaous son. 
Now that the fields are dnuk, and ways are miro, 
Where shall wo souii'tijnes meot, and by the fine 
Hrl{) wv.^ic a sullen day, what may be won 

Fi««:n ;h.' Iiard soason joining ? Time will run 
On smoother, till luvonius re-inspire 
Tli(; iVv.en varth, and clothe in fresh atfinj 

^TIic lil^'yiid roc, that ueilhorsowM nor spun 

W \:.t y.vv.t rc\KM>{ .s'j;ili fonsf ws, li^ht nnd choirr, 
or \'.:\\: ta^ve, w ith v.ine, ^Theixe we may rise 
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Warble immortal notes and Tuscan air ? 
He who of those delights can jud^e, t^nd spare 
To interpose them oft, is not unwise. 



XXI. 
TO CYRIAC SKINNER. 

CYRIAC, whose grandsire, on the royal bench 

Of British Themis, with no mean applause 

Pronounced, and in his ?olumes taught, our laws, 

Which others at their bar so often wrench ; 
To-day deep thoughts resoke with me to drench 5 

In mirth, that, after, no repenting draws : 

Let Euclid rest, and Archimedes pause, 

And what the Swede intends, and what the Frc'nch. 
To measure life learn thou betimes, and know 

Tow*ard solid good what leads the nearest way 3 10. 

For other things mild Ileav^n a time ordains, 
And disapproves that care, though wise in show^ 

That with superfluous burden loads the day, 

And, when God sends a cheerful hour, refraius. 



XXII. 
TO THE SAME, 

CYRIAC, this three years day these eyes, though clear, 

To outward view, of blemish or of spot, 

Bereft of light, their seeing have forgot ; ^ 

Nor to tiieir idle orbs doth sight appear 
Of sun, or moon, or star, throuirhoiit the year, & 
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Or mftn, or woman. Yet I ar^^e not 

Against Hea?en*8 liand or will, nor bate a jot 

Oflieartorhope; Imtitill bear up and steer 
Kigbt onward. What supports me, dost then ask > 

The conscienoe, Friend, t* have lost them overply'd 

In libertjr^s defence, my noble task, 
Of which all Europe rings from side to side. 

This thought might lead me through the world*s 
mask, 

Content though blind, had I no better guide« 



XXIU. 
ON HIS DECEASED WIFE. 

METHOCGHT I sftw my late eq^nsed saint 
Brought to me, like Alisestis, from the grave. 
Whom Jove^s great son to her glad husband gave, 
Rescued from death by force, though pale and hint. 

Mine, as whom washM from q>ot of childbed taint 
Purification in the old law did save, 

And such as yet once more I trust to have 
Full sight of her in Heaven without restraint, 

Came vested all in white, pure as her mind : 
Her face was veilM ; yet to my fancied sight 
Love, sweetness, goodness, in her person shinM 

So clear, as in no face with more delight. 
But O, as to embrace me she inclined, 
I wak'd, she fled 5 and day brought back my nigh( 
* 



*rhroqg>h grief consumes, is waxen old and diack. 
T th' midst of all mine enemies that mark. |5 

depart, all ye that work idqoity, 
^part from me ; for the Toiee of my weeping 

The Lord hath heard : the Lord hath heard my praQr^t : 

My supplication with acteptanee fair 
*1ie Lord will own and ha?e me iu hit keepkig. . ^ 

Utine enemies shall all be blank and dashM 

With much confusion ; then, gtown red with ahav^ . 

They shall return in haste the way they came, . 
And in a moment shall be quite abash'd. 



PSALM VO. 

August Uy 1653. 
*VpoH tie wqrds qfCush the Benjamite ttgit£fi4t fti^a. > 

LORD my Gad, to thee I fiy^ 
Save me and secure m&under 
fhy protection, while I cry; 
iest, as a lion, (and no wonder,*) 

He haste to tear my soul asunder, ^ 

Tearing, and no rescue nigh. 

i^rd, my God, if I have thought 

Ordonethw; if wickedness 

Be in my hands ; if I ha?e wroug'h^ 

HI to him that meant me peace ; . V^ 

Or to him have render^ less, 

And not freed my foe for noaght ; 

Let th* enemy pursue mysoul^ 
And aFertake it; let>tiii|r«%d 



) 
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M J life down to the earth, and roll 
Iji the duit my gloiy dead, 
Ib the dnt; and, there, oat-ipreadi 
Lodfe hwHh dishonoar fooL 

Riie, Jahotahfia thine ire, 
JUme thfMlf amidit the ra^ 
Of ay foei that ai|r« like fire ; 
Aad wake forme, theirfmy' aanafe; 
Jndfueathere thou did*ft eagage 
Aad eaauaaad, whidi I deiire. 

So th* anemhlies of eadi natioii 
Will Murroiuid thee, leekiog right f 
Thence to thy glorious habitatioii 
Return on high, and in their sight 
Jehovah jndgeth most upright 
All people from the world*s foundation. 

Jadgeme,Lord; be judge in this 
According to my righteousness. 
And the innocence which is 
Upon me: cause at length to cease 
Of cTil men the wickedness, 
And their powV that do amiss. 

But the just establish fast, 
Since thou art the just God that tries 
Hearts and reins. On God is cast 
My defence, and in him lies. 
In him who, both just and wise. 
Saves th* upright of heart at last. 

Cod is a just judge and severe, 
"i^d OodJB erery day offended j 



PSALMS. ^ 

^hat of my life distrostfally thus say ; 6 

\o help for him in God there lies, 
lut thou, Lord, art my shield, my glory, 
Thee, through my stsry, 
Th^ exalter of my he^ I count ; 
Aloiid I cryM 10 

Unto Jehovah, he full soon.reply^d, 
Lad heard me from his holy moant, 
lay and slept y 1 wak*d agtiin ; 
For my smtoin 
Was the Lord. Of many millioos *J 5 

The populous ront 
I fear not, though, encampiog round ahoiit, 
rbey pitch against me their pavilions. 
ii8e,Xord ; save me, my God ^ for thoa 

Hast smote ere now 20 

Of) the cheek-bone all my foes, 
Of men abborrM 
Hast broke the teeth. This help was from U^e Lo; d y 
fhy blessing on thy people flows. 



PSALM IV. 

August ^10, jesfi. 

/ANSWER me when I call, 

Sod of my righteousness ; 

[n straits and in distress 

rhou didst me disenthrall 

^nd set at large ; now qmre, fj 

Now pity me, and hear my earnest pro'y.V.. 
Oreat ones, how long will ye 
My glory hare in scqm ? 



,. «« tike ««•'«'" •'^'' 

A'*'' ! man oC *?««''*■" 
i ^o So sba^^ ^^ . ^ J shame ; 



«9 



TSALHLXXXL 

1 TOGodoar Mnnglhting load, and cieor, 

Biag loud tn Opit our king t 
7a Jaeofa'i Ood, tlial all nay hear, 

Load Accliunatiuni rin^ . 
S Pi«pMcabymn,prepare ■unig', 

The (imbrel hither bring ; 
The cittifiii pmltery brioB' slon^ , 

And haip loi'li pleatnnt siring. 

3 BInw, (u is Bint, id the new moan, 
Wiflk trumpeti' l^fi^ aoand, 

TV i^^iiited time, iIk di^ wfaeren 
Vnr w4eiDD fesft cainfs ramil. 

4 Thiiirasmtatnlc^iD'it q/'o^tt 
For liTSel (o obtenie ,- 

A laiT of Jiuoh'a Uoil, to laid, 

Pnmahence Ikey might sot awin-e. 
h Thb he a testimony ordain'd 

In J«e;ih, not la clalge. 
When 09 he pass'd thmiig-h Egj^Iend^ 

The tongae I heard avO! stwnffe, 
8 From \miif a,Badf ram slaciih toil, 

I let hii ihoulder free : 
Hi* huidi fTom pots, and tniry leilf 

Delirer'd were iy me, 
f When tmnble did (hce soroamil, 

On mt then didM thnu call; 
A^d I to free tbee did notfiU 

AadUd thee oat <ifllir<ill. 
I nntet'd thee in •thunder deets 

With clondt enomnpw'd raand j 
f liy'd Ihee et the wkter 4tetp 

fifllaiba mtaaiCd. 



010 PSALUS. 

8 Hear, my People, hearken well) 

I testify to thee, 
Thou ancient stock o/* Israel, . 3( 

If thou wilt list to me : 
Tbroaghoat the laml of thy abo4e 

No alien God shall be, 
Nor shalt thoa to a foreign God 

In honour bend thy knee. 40 

10 I am the Lord thy God, which brought 
Thee out of Egypt land ; 

Ask large enough, and I, beaougJU^ 
Will grant thy fuli demand. 

11 And yet my people would not hear, 

Nor hearken to my voice j 45 

And Israel, whom 1 lov*d so dear^ 
MislikM me for his choice. 

12 Then did 1 leave them to their will, 

And to their wandering mind ; 59 

Their own conceits they followM still. 

Their own devices Wind. 
ISf O that my people would be toise^ 

To serve me all their days ! 
And O that Israel would advise oh 

To walk my righteous ways! 

14 Then would I soon bring down their foes, 
TJiat now so proudly rise ; 

And turn my hand against all those 
That are their enemies. M 

15 Who hate the L^rd should then he fain 
To bow to him and bend ; 

But theyy his people^ should remain^ 

Their time should hare no end. 
f6 And he would feed themyrww the shpt-h 6« 

Viith £ow\ of finest wheat, 
And satisfy them from the f<ock 
If/i/i honey ybr their mea\ 



FSALMS. on 

PSALM LXXXII. 

} GOD in the * great * assembly stands 
Cokings and lordly states^ 
•f Among- the Gods, f on both his hands 
He judges and debates. 

2 How long will ye { pervert the right Xt 
With X judgment false and wrong, 

Favouring the wicked bi/ your miffhty 
fVho thence grow bold and strong ? 

3 II Regard the || weak and fatherless, 

II Dispatch the || poor man's cause ; ) 

And § raise the man in deep distress 
By § just and equal laws. 

4 Defend the poor and desolate, 

And rescue from the hands 
Of wicked men the low estate 10 

Of him that help demands. 

5 They know not, nor will nnderstand, 

Jn darkness they walk on ; 
The earth^s foundations all are ^ movM, 
And % out of order gone. 30 

(^ I said that ye were (iods, yea all 
The sons of God most high ; 

7 But ye shall die like men, and fall 

As other princes die. 

8 Rise, God •, ** judge thou the earth in mighty 2 5 
This wicked earth ♦* redress j 

For thon art he who shall by right 
The najtions all possess. 



PSALM LXXXia 
J BE not thou silent now at lengtff^ 
. O God, hold not thy peace ^ 

* Bafrnadath-el. f BcJfcercv. X TUKpKet* 9;Tx.axveV., 
. S/ii/,H u-dak. § Ilatzdiku. ^, .Timwotw. ** ^lvVpM<x. 



61f PSAIM. 

Sit thmi not still, O God of ttrengik^ 

We cry and do not ceate. 
3 For lo, tby yWn'ovi foes »oto * swell, 

And * ttorai oatngeooslj y 
And t^7 that Uate Htutt^prwul andfeUy 

£xalt their heads fall high. 

3 Against thy people they f ooncrir e 
X Their plots and ooansels deep; 

^1 Then to ensnare tfiey chiefly strire, 
^ WhozD thon dost hide and keep. 

4 Comei let ns cot them off, say thef, 
Till they no nation be ; 

That IsraePs name for ever may 

Be lost in memory. 
^ For they consalt f with all their mig^ht, 

And all as one in mind, 
Theniselres against thee they unite, 

And in firm anion bind. 
^ The tents of £dom, and the brood 

Of «cofi|/a/, Ishmael| 
Moab, with them of Uagar^s blo9d, 

That in the desert dwell, 

7 Gf^bal and Ammon there cotupire^ 
And hatefal Amalec, 

The Philistines, and they of Tyre, 
Whose bounds the sea doth cl^ck, 

8 With them great Ashor also bands, 
And doth confirm the knot i 

All these Iiavelent their armed hand0 

To aid the sons of Lot. 
d Do to them as to Midian bold. 

That wasted all the coast $ 
ToSisera; and, a.% is toU^ 

♦ JeAemajun. -^ Jagnarimu,. \ Sod 



PMLH8. 

TJieu didtt li> Jabia'i luit, 
Whn, >t dw brook of Kiiltua <^(^ 

Tilts mrc njmWi and tiain, 
10 At Eodoi qaits cni off, and rolt'd 

A* dapf npoB the plaia. 
)1 Ai Zcb uid Oreb ciil ^d, 

So let tbtir prineei >p«d; 
Am Zeb* ud Zklmaiuia tied. 

So let Duir princn iletd. 
J% Ftr titi/ amidMt their pride haie uiti, 

Bf right noir ihall nevciie 
Ood^ hoDHi, and Kill now invade 

* Their itatelfpaticpi. 

13 Mj Uod,Db (Dakethcin aianheel, 
No quiet lei them Jitid; 

OUdj aod rtitleu let t^m reef, 
like lUibble fram the triad. 

14 A* tthm an a^td irood takes lire 
inick on a mddeu etrai/i, 

th^greadif dame ruru higher and Ligher, 
. Till all the moHntaiiu blaze ; 

15 So with tby vhirlwindthem punne, 

And with thy teniprst cbate ; 

16 -t" And, till thej t y'*'''' thee honour due, 
Lord fill with ihami; their face. 

17 Aiham'd, and troubieu, let them be, 
Troabted, and and Bbam'd fur everj 

Ercr confounded, and «o die 

With ihame, and icape it nener. 
13 Then aboil the; know, Ihnl thou, whno no 
JehoFah ii alone, 
Art tl)e miHl high, and thaa the same, 
O'er ull the earth, art One. 



<£» TRANSLATIOK(S. 

FROM HORACE .« 



Laugfaing', to teach tbe trath, 



What hinden! Ai sone teadien ifire to bo^ 
Jankets and knaoks, diat thej aiaj leara apaecl* 

FROM HORACEt. 

-■ ■ Jokingf decides great things, 
Stronger and better oft than earnest caaj|| 

FROM SCH'UOCLES.^ ^ 

*Tis yon that say it, not I. Yon do the deeds, 
And your ungodly deeds find me the words.% 

FROM SENECA .♦* 

•■k.—— There can be slain 

No sacrifice to God more acceptable, 

Than an nnjnst and wicked kingff . 

* Sat. i. i.34. 

f From Apol. Smectymn. Pr. W. rol i. IW. 

X Sat.'uTL.li. 

II ApoL Smectymn. vol, i. p. 116. 

§ £(ec^ra, F. 627. 

% From Apol. Smectymn. Ibid. 

*• Herdkl. Fnr. 

tt From Tenure (ffkingSy &c. Pr. W. rol. i. 315, 

FINIS. 






PSALMS^ 617 

Our Tiiod shall forth in plenty throi? 

Her fruits to be our food. 
13 Before him Righteoosnen ghall go, 

His royal harbinger : 
Then * will be come, and not be dow, 55 

Hia footsteps cannot err. 



PSALM LXXXVf. 

1 THY frracious ear, O Lord, incline^ 

bear me, / thee pray ; 
For I am poor, and almost pine 

With need, a;2(/«<z(/ c/eca^. 

2 Preserve mjsoul, for f 1 have trod 5 
Thy ways, and loirc the just j 

Save thou thy servant, O my God, 
Who still in thee doth trust. 

3 Pity me. Lord, for daily thee 

1 call } 4 O mnke rejoice iO 
Thy senranf s soul ; for. Lord, to thre 

( lift my soul and voice. 

5 For thou art goof»,thou, Lord, art prone 
To pardon, thou to all 

Art full of mercy, thou alone 1 >* 

To them that on thee call. 

6 Unto my supplication, Lord, 
Give ear, and to the cry 

Of my incessant prayers afford 
Thy hearing graciously. 20 

7 f , in the day of my distress. 
Will call on thee/br aid : 

Porthon wilt^ait^ me free access. 
And answer whai I prayed. 

* Heb. He will set his steps to the icaij . 
f Hob. Inmqond, loi'irg^ a doer o/good frTjd^r."«ij VUr.%^^-^ 



618 VBALM8. 

8 Like thee among the Gods is none, 9 

Lord ; nor any works 

Of all that other Gods have done 
Like to thjfirlorious works. 

9 The nations all whom thon hast made 

Shall come, and all ahaU frame 30 

To bow them low before thee, Lord, 
And g'lorifj thy name. 

10 For great thon art, and wonders great 
By thy strong hand are done ^ 

Thon in thy everlasting teat 35 

Remainest God alone. 

11 Teach me, O Lord, Uiy way most right ; 

1 in thy trath will bide ; 

To frar thy name my heart unite, y 

So shall it never slide, 40 

13 Thee will I praise, O Lord my God,. 

Thee honour and adore 
With my whole heart, and blaze abroad 

Thy name for evermore. 

13 For great thy mercy is tow^ard mc^ )& 
And tiion bast freed my soul, 

Ev^n from the lowest Hell set free, 
Frotn deepest darkness foul. 

14 O God the proud against me risr, 

And violent men arc met &§ 

To seek my life, and in their eyes 
No fear of thee have set. 

15 Bat thon, Lord, art the God most mild. 
Readiest thy grace to shew, 

Slow to be angry, and art styPd 5i 

Most merciful, most true. 

16 O turn to me thy face at lengthy 
And me have mercy on *, 

ffpto thy seirant give thy atren^lV, 
And sarc ihv handmti)^'s t^n'*. 



l*SALiUS. <3iO 



17 Some sign of good to mc afford, 
And let my foes Uien see, 

And be ashaoiM because Ihon, Lord, 
Dost help and comfort me. 



PSALM LXXXVII. 

1 AmoDfif the holy mountains Af/^A 

Is his fonndation fast ; 
There seated in his scutctuixry, 

His temple there ispiac'd, 
^ Sion^syoir gutes the Lord lo^es more ^ 

Than all the dwellingsyair 
Of JacoVs landy though thert be store^ 

And all wi{hin his care. 

3 City of God, most glorious things 

Of thee abroad are spoke ; 10 

4 I mention Egjrpt, where proud kings 
Did our forefathers yoke. 

i mention Babel to my friends, 

Fhilistia full ofsctn-n ; 
And Tyre with Etbiops^ utmost ends^ 15 

Ln this maft there was born : 
^ But twice that praise shall in our ear 

Be said of Sion last ; 
This and this man was born in her; 

High God shall fix her fast. 20 

5 The Lord shall write it in a scroll 
That ne^er shall be outworn, 

When he the nations doth enroll 

That this man there was bom. 
7 Both they who sing, and they who dance, 'i5 

With sacred songs are there ; 
In i^i^e fresh brooks and soft sireatns glance. 

And all mj/ouohiin^ clear. 



